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Foir^woir d 


You will find in these pages a transcript of about one 
hundred letters written many years ago by members of 
the Til den. Cooper, and Emerson related families. 
These letters have been placed in seven groups for both 
chronologial and family relationship reasons. George 
G.Tilden and his wife Lydia (Cooper) Tilden were 
natives of Rochester, Vermont, a Green Mountain Village 
located in the White River valley near the center of 
Vermont. Lydia Cooper^s mother was Mary Ann Emerson, 
the daughter of Lyman Emerson and Anna (Warren) 
Emerson. Her father, Barna, was a farmer who raised 
sheep and small crops high in the Green Mountains east 
of the V 1 11 age. 

George G.Tilden^s father was Julius Clark Tilden, who 
first clerked in his older brother Joseph Tilden'^s 
store in Rochester, Vermont. His mother, Eliza 
(Briggs) Tilden, was a Rochester native. Julius came to 
Iowa with George's younger brother, Fred, before George 
was attracted to the promising village of Ames in 
Central Iowa. Fred married Emma Albrook of Delaware 
County, Iowa, in 1868, and in 1870 he and Emma with 
Julius moved on to Ames,Iowa, where Georges's and Fred's 
families permanently settled and are represented today 
by the families of their grandchildren and great 
grandchi1dren. 

Each section will have an introduction that will 
identify the letter writers. Annotations with many of 
the letters will further aid in this respect. The 
genealogical outline of the families representea in 
these letters is not intended to be a full family 
genealogy; rather it will provide information on the 
inter-family relationships. The genealogy is carried 
up to the names of the grand children of George and 
Lydia Tilden who settled in Ames,Iowa in 1869. 

The next generation, who will find an interest in the 
life and experience of their immediate and earlier 
ancestry, can readily find their respective family 
connections. 

General readers, unrelated to these letter writers, 
will be equally interested. It is left to the reader 
now to find and to interpret the significance found in 
the ideas expressed so long ago by these industrious 
and serious minded people. Religious views may be 
found of interest. It should be mentioned that in 
those days of the past, people were real letter 
writers. That is something that the present generation 
might consider emulating before letter writing becomes 
a 1ost 'art' . 
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entering Mt.Holyoke College was given to me by Harriet 
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had carefully put it into typed form. It is placed with this 
collection beginning on page 161. 

With the permission of Mrs.Eleanor Hutchinson of Rochester, 
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article about George G.Tilden^s unique New England roots. 
That article appeared in the White River Herald during 
Rochester, Vermont''s two hundredth anniversary year in 1981. 
It is found on page 191. 


I have appreciated the help of all who assisted me in 
finding answers to questions that came to mind as I 
transcribed these old letters. It should not be overlooked 
that we would not have had these letters in one collection 
today if Grandmother (Lydia C.) Tilden had not saved them 
all those years and if her daughter, Mary (Tilden) Brown, 
who was my mother, in turn had not taken the necessary care 
to continue to preserve them. An important portion of these 
letters that were saved ever since the civil war days were 
those written to Frederick C.Tilden, George Tilden s younger 
brother. I am grateful that they were preserved and became 
a part of the collection. 


In this transcribed form perhaps these letters may now give 
us insight into the lives of some of the New Engl ana 
pioneers who came west in the mid eighteen hundreds, 
especially after the Civil War. Religious feelings, 
economic conditions, and political views are among the 

aspects of life then that may interest us as we read these 
old letters. 


Farwell T.Brown 
Ames,Iowa. 


November 


16,1989. 
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Pit o 1 OQfUi e 


Dear Folks at home: 

My dearest sweetest recollections are of hours spent at home 
and at church Christmas time. "The world is so full of a 
number of things." Here I am among strangers, a new 
country with no happy bells, no snow except at the top of 
these great mountains where I shall see it glistening in the 
sunlight, the sight of which will cause me to dream sweet 
dreams , and carry me back to my boyhood days, when every 
childish wish was gratified. I shall spend part of the day 
at least living with you in spirit. I shall imagine all of 
you together at dinner, later popping corn - making pop-corn 
balls, eating maple sugar which you have melted and poured 
on snow, playing games, singing songs. I hope that it may 
always be the same, for always when Christmas comes I have 
in mind a little home tucked away in the Green Mountains of 
Vermont, the roads drifted full of snow, no life to be seen; 
but inside before an open firplace are gathered together the 
family and friends, just as we have always done, the old and 
the young all happy and Jolly, loving each other and serving 
our God. 


A Merry, Merry Christmas to all. 

With love, 

George* 

Seattle, Washington 
Dec.19,1903 

Copy of Christmas Letter mailed to Mother Tilden 

*******i^*-M-****************-)^*******-)t*******-#^***** 

*This was George Huntington Tilden, the youngest son of George G.and 
Lydia C.Tilden. He graduated from the University of Wisconsin and had 
worked in the Union National Bank at Ames,Iowa, before moving to 
Seattle, Washington, where he established his own investment firm. 
George G.Tilden's death had occurred in 1892 and Lydia had become the 
head of the Tilden family in Ames. George G. and Lydia had maintained 
close ties with their native Vermont and their children had become well 
acquainted with their Rochester, Vermont, cousins. George H.Tilden, one 
of George G.and Lydia C.Tilden's five children, was the only one that 
did not remain in Ames. 






THE TILDEN FAMILY 



Julius C, Tilden with his three daughters and two sons who 
came from Rochester, Vermont to Ames,Iowa after the Civil 
War: Front - Frederick C.Tilden, Julius C.Tilden, George 
G.Tilden; back: Abigail (Tilden) Drake, Julia (Tilden) 
McLain, and Susan (Tilden) Goodnow. Picture taken at the 
George G.Til den home in Ames on Christmas Day in 1891. 

George Tilden founded the Tilden Store. Fred engaged first 
in farming. He then operated a Drug Store until about 1880. 
After 1897 when he built his home in town, he engaged in the 
grocery business being associated with the Tilden Grocery 
Store until his retirement. Fred was six years younger than 
George and was only twelve when the Civil War began, Fred 
had saved most of the letters that George wrote to him 
during and after the War. Those letters became a part of 
this collection together with the letters saved by George s 
wife, Lydia, and, before her, by her mother, Mary (Emerson) 
Cooper. The Goodnow family farmed just west of Ames. The 
McLain and the Drake families later moved west to Nebraska 
to engage in farming. 
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LYDIA C.TILDEN WITH HER CHILDREN 



Following George G.Tilden^s death in 1892, Lydia became the head of the family in Ames. Lydia is 
shown in the above picture taken in 1907 at Lydia's home in the 900 block on Douglas. Left to right 
they are: Hary (Tilden) Brown, Lucian C.Tilden, Lydia C.Tilden, Galen Tilden, Winifred R.Tilden, and 
George H.Tilden. 

Lou Tilden became the head of the Tilden Store Company which grew into Story County's largest 
department store operation. Galen Tilden expanded the operations of the alteration department of the 
store into the manufacture of college pennants, jackets, blankets and related products. Making that a 
separate operation in about 1904, he founded the Tilden Manufacturing Co.that ultimatly became the 
Collegiate Manufaturing Co.of later years. Winifred, graduated from Holyoke College in Massachusetts 
and became the first head of the Women's Physical Education Department at Iowa State, a position she 
held for forty years. George studied law, enagaged in banking with the Union National Bank for a time 
in Ames, but moved west to Seattle, Washington, where he founded his own investment company. Mary 
Tilden married Harry Brown, also an Ames native. It was in her hands that all of the letters in this 
collection were brought together and preserved. 
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I - FROM ROCHESTER, VERMONT, TO AMES, IOWA 
The Til den Family Letters - 1869 

* ^ 

Farwell T. Brown 

Historians have often reconstructed the migration of families 
from their investigation of court house records, census reports 
and other published public records. Such records can sometimes 
be augmented by the written word of family members that has been 
preserved in the letters that they wrote at the time. These 
letters reveal the feelings, the emotions, and reactions of these 
people as they left the family ancestral area for the distant 
country. 

This handful of family letters provide first hand insight into 
the period immediately following the Civil War (1861-1865), and 
descriptions of travel when the first railroad systems were being 
extended to the west coast. 

George G. Tilden (11-6-1842) - (7-31-1892), the son of Julius 
Clark Tilden (9-7-1809) - (3-23-1892) and Eliza M. Briggs 
(4-10-1814) - (10-7-1861) was born in Rochester, Vermont, He 
served in the Union Army in Co. H, 11th Regt. three years, and 
one year in the 1st Regt. Heavy Artillary. He had been breveted 
Major in April of 1865 for gallant and meritorious service in the 
assault before Petersburg, Virginia. In 1867 he had entered into 
a merchantile partnership in his native community of Rochester, 
Vermont, known as Haskins, Pierce and Tilden. In September that 
same year he had married Lydia Cooper (12-5-1842) - (7-30-1925), 
the daughter of Barnabus Cooper (9-29-1806) - (5-30-1867) and 
Mary Ann Emerson (8-20-1820) - (11-3-1851). The ancestral homes 
of all of these people had been in New England. 

In these letters we find word from Henry Huntington, the son 
of the first of several generations of Rochester, Vermont 
doctors. Following the War, Henry had first migrated to Kewanee, 
Illinois, then on to the new village in central Iowa known as 
Ames. Henry then wrote to his boyhood friend, George G. Tilden 
to tell him that this new Iowa community might offer him Just the 
opportunity for which George yearned. Ames was, as yet, 
unincorporated, but it was located on the first transcontinental 
railroad system being completed at the very moment that Henry and 
George began the correspondence that led to the migration of 
George and Lydia Tilden, then both age 26, and their first child, 
Lucian Cooper Tilden, to this newly developing country. 

A perusal of these letters, together with a few footnotes, 
will take us back into the thinking and the day to day experience 
that belonged to these pioneers of their day. 
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In transcribing these letters no changes were m^ce in 
spelling. Some paragraphing and sentence struc 
added without, however, changing words. A few . . 

deciphered as indicated by ( ) and a few writing 

added to clarify an obvious meaning as (we), ha«tiiv 

was faded with the passage of over 100 years, and when hast! y 

penned was sometimes difficult. 

Footnotes are largely based upon family records. 


*^^**^**********#*#******#*************************************‘^* 

h 

Letter No. 1 

HENRY HUNTINGTON, Ames,Iowa TO GEORGE G.TILDEN, Rochester,Vermont | 
January 28, 1869 i; 

i 

Friend George: 

(■ 

I • 

It has been such a long time since you have heard anything from || 
me that you may have forgotten me entirely, so I will send you || 
this "remimder" that I am al 1 O.K. You may have learned before i| 
this that I have changed my location and that I have hung out my |! 
shingle in the enterprising town of Ames on the Chicago and j 
Northwestern Railroad about 130 miles West of Sam Buel.l j j 

over to Illinois the forepart of the month on a visit. Went to 
Galesburg and saw W.C.Willard and he spoke to me in regard to you 

- said you might want to change your place of business on account 
of the “difference in opinion” in regard to religion and so I 
thought (he suggested it) that I would drop you a line and see 
how you felt. I know something of how good a thing you have in 
Rochester, and do not know as you could get a better thing here.^ 

' 1 

If you think that you would like to come here and go in with us 

— you can buy my partner — or we would take you in with us. My 
partner is a splendid fellow, but do not think dry goods “his 
forte” although he has fully met my expectations. Trade is very |i 
dull right now and will be through the winter, I presume. But it 
will probably be good in the Spring. 

I 

The State Agricultural College is built here and opens in March. 
They are hauling stone for a steam grist mill — also for a bank 
a couple of Vermonters are going to build and run. The town has 
600 inhabitants. And a railroad is partly graded from here to Des 
Moines, the State Capital. It is to run north into Minnesota 
someday. The future prospects are good. 

If you think you would I ike to come here — I should be very glad I 
indeed to have you. and should you wish will give you all the I 
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information I possibly can as to what we have done here etc. etc. 
Think the matter over and let me hear from you soon. 

Am truly thankful to learn that you have become a Christian and 
know that you will never regret the step you have taken. We have 
been blessed with a large revival here this month and when I was 
in Kankakee they were having meetings and a good many there have 
found the way. God seems to have awakened his church to earnest 
work throughout this state.3 From almost every town comes the 
cheering report of a large revival. There are many others in 
Rochester whom I should be glad to know had given their hearts to 
God. It seems strange to me that anyone can refuse to do what 
they know to be their duty. It has been a source of great 

comfort to me certainly — and all that I have to regret is that 

I have done no more for the advancement of His cause. It is 
certainly very pleasant to know that though one is far away from 
home and friends that we can look to the same God — that he will 
care for us and protect us better than any earthly friend could. 

May God help us both to be earnest workers for Him is the prayer 

of — 

Your friend, 

Henry C. Huntington 

Kind regards to your wife and to the boys in the store, write me 
soon. 


Notes: 

(1) - Sam Buel, George's cousin also a Rochester, Vt. native, who 
had settled in Meehanicsvi1le,Iowa after the Civil War. 

(2) - George will later refer to his desire not to again be in a 
partnership arangement. He and his family, however, retained 
close ties to the Rochester, Vt. family. 

(3) - A religious feeling and solidarity is frequently in evidence 
in the expressions of the pioneers in this mid-western area. One 
can imagine the influence of the Civil War experience in the lives 
of these young men. 

***************************************************************** 
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Letter No. 2 | 

Henry Huntington, Ames,Iowa, to GEORGE G. TILDEN, Rochester, j 

Vermont. ‘ 

February 15,1869. 


Dear George: 

Yours of the 8th came duly to hand and I am at a loss as 
to answer it. In the first place I will answer some of your 
questions. We have good Christian society,4 

Congregational, Methodist and Baptist. The two first 
churches,, the Baptists organizewd last Fall and meet in 
school house. 5 — but are going to secure lots and build as 
as possible. The State Agricultural College is located ^^ere, 
that will bring a good class of citizens here always. We 
have $2,700. invested (in our business) at the present time, 
furnished by my partner. I run the "biz" for 1/2 the profits. I 
shall have $1,000. (from W.H.) by April 1st (have received $500. 
already), which I shall invest in the "biz", if we remain here. 


have 
the 
soon 
and 
on 1 y 


Our sales have been rather small as grasshoppers done a good 
deal of d.amage here last year. Our cash sales from Sept. 1st to 
Feb.1st (5 months) was cash $5,693.00, credit $2,072.00 — total 
$7,765.00. We have only $500. out now, and that is about as much 
as we have out at any one time — as we sell on 30 days and 
enforce it as near as we can. We do not own the store that we 
occupy, and only have it leased to September 1st. Can buy it 
for $2,500.00 (I think), it has a first rate place overhead to 
live. It is two story wood 24' by 40' (and a back room about as 
large) and can have time on most of it. You would probably have ' 
to buy or build a house. A two story wood building would cost 
about $1,200.00. Choice land unimproved is worth $10 to $15. 
per acre 1 to 3 miles from the depot — and the further away you 
go the less price you can buy the same quality land for. One can 
make the most money by buying unimproved land and improving it. 
One can not lose anything on real estate as I see it. What 

county is it in? The place (Ames) has a population of about 500. 

There are 11 stores here — all kinds together — two hotels and 

is on the Chicago Northwestern R.R. and they have a road partly 
graded from here to Des Moines, the capital, and it may be build 
and it may not. There are two men coming from Vermont to build i 
and run a Bank -- the stone for the foundation are delivered and ; 
the money came tonight to pay them — this is so as we have the i 
draft. They are going to build dwelling houses also, and other ’ 
parties are drawing stone for the foundation for a steam mill — ! 
and many other things are talked of. Presume the town will 

double its people later this year —and the country around will 
nearly. It is comparatively new. This is the bright side, but 
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not overdrawn for the future prospects of the place. Many expect 
much greater things. 

Now as you are my friend and I know I can trust you, will tell 
you some of my feelings, thoughts, etc. We came here and 
commenced trade the 1st of July/68. We bought an old stock and a 
fair bargain — and there was no trade here. We have sold the 
amount I gave you — and the farmers are buying grain for seed 
when they ought to be selling (as the grasshoppers ate up the 
crops) and of course it is about as hard a season as we shall 
find. I was well satisfied until about the 1st of January it 
began to get dull. (Sales only about $1,000. - 2/3 cash. And 
this month is about the same. I have had the blues — some days 
bad — and have thought that I had rather sell out and go back to 
Kewanee (Ill.) on a salary. Think I can go back to Eli'^s any 
time. The man we bought out wants to sell the store — but last 
night said he would buy us out — but did not have a chance to 
talk to find ouy whether he would give enough to let us out 
whole. I have been thinking today — that if we can sell to him 
and make a little something it would be best and then we can 
start with a new stock — if we can get a store. If we do not 
sell to him or buy the store, we will have to get out in Sept, 
and he will fill up with new goods. There is a young man going 
to put up a store and we can rent it — and I think it will be a 
good idea to get the old stock back on him. Then by the time 
this store will be finished we can tell what the town will do and 
we can start with a new stock. The man who will buy us is not 
much of a merchant, and he will keep out a better man perhaps. 
Have not talked but little with my partner, but think he wants to 
continue in this at least until he finds something else he can go 
into. 

Have been talking with Hiram Freeman today — he bought 6 
acres south and west of here and they have laid out a town and he 
is making a good thing. He said he thought I could do well to go 
further west into Cass county, I think, and sell goods and buy 
and sell land and I know there is money in that business. If we 
should sell andho prospects of starting again I should buy all 
the land I could. Could double my money in one year, if I had 
any kind of luck. Think I can get pretty fair pay in Kewanee 
now, if I should invest in land and go back there. Lyman told me 
last month (I was there on a visit) that he would be glad to give 
me $700. a year. W.C.Willard did not tell me anyting at all — 
only that there was a difference of opinion on some things and 
spoke of your religion being one. As things stand now you know 
as we I 1 as I what is best to do. My own idea is that if you are 
going to disolve anyway — better do it as soon as you can -- and 
if you want to come out here you can come. Either buy my partner 
or go in with us. I think I am perfectly safe in assuring you 
that you can do one or the other and in case B.& H. sell and 
disolve T.& H. can go in on their “mus." We will keep each other 
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posted as uell as possiore. Be su^ ana take goM care 

Si?5,r°"Br''?n'°/H°voV t^^nrlest and ask nt, 

opinion. 

Lydia was right in saying I made a 5°r|; 

ial uk^a great many others did not want my old companions to 
irnrttj it* hut after mv return from Rochester I made up my mind 
^hat wiuld":o\ do'" 7ive%hat way - that I would de man enough 
to defend my principles and would unite with some church and 
then came the question - which one? /^tter much study and Player 
— became satisfied that I ought to join the Baptist Church 
and I was immersed in the Baptist Church at Kewanee a year ago 
last October. Should have gone to a stream if there had been o 
nearby. Received my letter from the Church at K. and united with 
the Baptist church in this place.^ It was very hard for me to 
leave that church as I have reasen to believe that I have some 
true friends there and it was the hardest thing I have had to 
contend with for some time. 


But there is e field here where I cen be more useful than 
there — but I may not do my duty. But I do try to -- and next 
time you meet me I hope I shal 1 not be ashamed to let you know 
that I ami trying to lead a Christain life. May God help us all 
to be faithful is the prayer of - Henry. 


Notes: 

(4) ~ Religious feeling again reflected as it will be in later 
letters written by George Til den. 

(5) - From the history of the First Baptist Church of Ames we know 
that the school house mentioned here was probably the Hoggatt 
School recently restored as a School House Museum in Ames. 

(6) - The Huntington and Bigelow families remained members of the 
Baptist Church of Ames for many years. 

Special Note: “The W.H." mentioned in the first paragraph and the 
Dr. Bill mentioned near the end of the above letter likely was 
Dr.Will Huntington, brother of Henry Huntington. 


***********^*****************#*************^********************* 
















Letter No, 
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GEORGE G, TILDEN, Schenectady, N.Y, to LYDIA C. TILDEN, 
Rochester, Vermont. 

March 31,1869 


My Dear Lydia: 

You said if I didn't go through without stopping I should 
write ... so I will drop you a line giving you a description of 
my trip to this place. We found the road from Rochester to Bethel 
better than I expected. Arrived at Bethel nearly an hour before 
train time so had plenty of time to decide which road to take 
after talking the subject over with Mr. Sterns, the depot master. 
I decided to go by way of Bellows Falls. I took a diner at the 
Junction — saw Uncle GeorgeY moment — said his family were 
well. I stayed over at the Falls about three hours — got my 
ring mended and purchased a revolver, paid $13.00 for it. 
Arrived at Rutland a little after 9 o'clock found I had to stay 
there till one A.M. so put up at the Bardwell for the night -- 
had a good night's rest. Left Rutland this morning at five 
o'clock twenty minutes. Arrived here at ten (to) find the 
connections broken between here and the west because of high 
water — they call it here a flood. There hasn't been a train 
here from the west since yesterday. I am stopping here at the 
Meyers House. They think at the Depot that the afternoon express 
will go through. 

The country between here and Saratoga lying near the stream 
called Mad Creek is covered with water. I saw a house this 
morning completely surrounded — a man with a boat seemed to be 
after the inmates. I haven't seen a single acquaintance since I 
left the Junction. I took my ticket by way of the Great Western 
and Michigan Central. Think I shall go through alright when the 
water goes down. 

Have you got the lemons and oranges I sent by stage? They 
were running wagons in Rutland last eve. I have found more snow 
in this state than there. 

I have Just been thinking that I hadn't better send this for 
fear you will worry, but trusting that you look on the bright 
side and feeling the desire to talk with someone thought I would 
take this way to talk with you a few moments. 

Regard to all friends — a kiss to you and baby. 

George 
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Note: 

(7) - George Lyman was the husband of Minerva (Briggs) ^ 

sister of George's mother, Eliza (Briggs) ^ ^Tl’lden a 

Lyman's sister, Clementine, was the w»fe of r XL father 

brother of George's father. It had been Elias ^yman, Tiirien 
of George and Clementine Lyman, who had f 

in the merchantlle business at Rochester. Julius Tilden, Ge g 
father and younger brother of Joseph had gone from Hartford, c. 
in 1825 to Rochester to join his brother in that business. These 
relationships appear to have formed George Tilden's roots in the 
merchantlle business 

Special note: the baby mentioned in all of George's letters is 
Lucian Cooper Tilden, born at Rochester, Vermont Nov. 15, 1868. 

Letter No. 4 


GEORGE G. TILDEN, Chicago, 111inois, to LYDIA C. TILDEN, 
Rochester, Vermont 
Apri1 2,1869 


Mr Darling Lydia: 

Thinking that perhaps you are feeling anxious to hear how I am 
prospering on my Journey, I will drop you a line this morning. 
The streams in the state of N.Y. are very high. The Mohawk River 
was up so that the track was covered over in several places. 
Once I thought we should be swamped — even the train stopt; some 
of us went out on the platform so if the train went over we could 
jump and swim. The conductor told us that we had better go into 
the car — said that if the water had washed the track out so 
that the train would go down the platform would be broken off. 
As good luck would have it, we went safely through. All seemed 
to rejoice; we found some other bad places but arrived safely in 
Rochester N.Y. about nine o'clock Tuesday evening. 

I then took a sleeping car to Detroit, slept and rested well. 
Got up when <we) were about 100 miles from Detroit. Think the 
Great Western a good road but don't like the looks of the 
country through which it passes. Arrived at Detroit at 12:30 
o'clock; made connections with the express and soon was hurrying 
over the snnooth and pleasant road of the Michigan Central . We 
made the first 76 miles in a little over two hours. We arrived 
here at about eleven o'clock, found I had to stay over till 9 
A.M. so put up at the Hatch Hotel a low priced house but it seems 
tp be respectible (don't think I'd stay here again). Lots of 
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immigrants stopt here last night — whole families — some of 
them poorly clad and dirty. One man and wife with four small 
children - another one with eight — seeking homes in the far 
west. The man with eight children was swindled put of every 
dollar he had yesterday on the train. The way I heard the story 
this morning was this: two men on the train claimed to be 
merchants and stated that they wanted to pay out some money at 
one of the cities; they got him to cash a check for seven 
hundred dollars, payable at a Chicago bank. The check proved to 
be a forgery. 

My pen is poor and a poor place to write. So wi 1 1 close with 
much love and (a) kiss from your affectionate husband; 

Geo. G. Til den 


#****#**####*****#**###****#******^***********#*-»f **************** 
***************************************************************** 


Letter No. 5 

GEORGE G.TILDEN, Milo Twp. .Deleware Co.. Iowa to LYDIA c'.TILDEN, 
Rochester,Vermont. 

Apri1 6,1869. 

Dear Lydia: 

I regret that I have neglected to write to you till it is most 
time to start with the mail to Manchester. You will see by my 
letter to Omri that I have been at work. I have decided to go to 
Ames day after tomorrow . When you write direct your letter to 
H.C.Hunt ington. I miss my home and the society of my darling 
wife and baby - am looking forward to the time when I shall have 
a home made pleasant and happy (as it always has been) by the 
love of a devoted wife. I had hard Journey was very tired when I 
arrived at Manchester Friday night at 11 1/2 O^Clock. Found a 

good hotel and a good room and a good night'^s rest. 

This is a beautiful country - never have seen better land than 
in this locality - but the winters are cold and windy. The 
summers beautiful. Can't write more this time. Remember me to 
Mr.Roger's family and all friends. 

Pray for me Darling that I may be directed by the spirit of 
God in all things. 
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and 


With my heart full of love to you 
praying for your health and happiness I 


and praying for you 
bid you good morning 


As ever your affectionate 

Husband, Geo. 






Letter No. 6 


GEORGE G. TILDEN, Ames,Iowa to LYDIA C. TILDEN. ROCHESTER. 
VERMONT 

APRIL 11, 1869 
My own darling Lydia: 

How glad I am that you wrote me that good letter the next day 
after I left R. I rec"d it last Tuesday — my heart was big 

with emotion when it was handed me for I did^nt expect one so 
soon. I had a pleasant visit with father and Fred« — they seem 
to be in good spirits — have many inconveniences to contend 
with. Eastern people would think it most impossible to live as 
they do. If they have good luck they will have a confortable 
house before another winter. They have builded an addition to 
the shanty this spring. Emma will be with them soon as it is a 
1itt1e warmer. 

Fred has a good farm — fences not so good as I expected to 
see them. Don^t think he made a living from the farm last year 
owing to bad management the year before. Didn't break C ) a 
little till father went there. This year he will have seventy 
acres of wheat, twenty-five of oats, thirty of corn. They have 
two good teams, a hired man and all at work. When I left they 
had sown over twenty acres of wheat. I left Fred's Friday 
morning. Father brought me to Sand Springs thirteen miles from 
them — a station of the Dubuque and Southwestern Railroad. 

I stayed at Cedar Rapids Friday night on the Northwestern 
Railroad. I spent most of the A.M. Saturday looking over the 
city — a place of considerable trade — soon made up my mind 
that I was too small calibre to look for business there. 

I arrived here last night -- find Henry well and seems to be 
doing a fair business. They have lately purchased the building 
they occupy. CStore block, rooms for family to live in above). 
Paid twenty-five hundred dollars for it — cheap enough for it I 
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think. I haven't said anything to Henry about my chance for 
business here. Have talked around a little and from what I can 
learn from observation have made up my mind that it is a poor 
show for me here. 

What I shall do is more than I can guess. If I was in here 
with Huntington think I should be well suited. This is quite a 
pleasant place for a western town, but like most places out here 
business is rather over done. I have Just been out walking after 
dinner (not much such a dinner as we used to have). Went little 
over a mile out on the R.R. track — had a fine view of the 
college — a fine building — cost one hundred twenty-five 
thousand dollars. 

I think Henry made a big mistake when he quoted land in this 
area to me. You will recall he said improved farms*? one or two 
miles from the depot could be bought for ten to fifteen dollars 
per acre. This may be so — if it is I guess there are poor 
acres. I have seen a farm about one mile from here that the man 
asks one hundred dollars per acre. Haven't made much talk with 
Henry about these things. Shall look tomorrow and talk with 
him. 

Am now going to church - goodby. 

continued: 

I've Just come from Sabbath School concert at the Methodist 
Church — enjoyed it very much. The house was full — all young 
people — not a grey head to be seen. I then realized that I was 
in a new country, and thought of the fathers and mothers of the 
church in my native town.10 j ^o thank God tonight for the 
people I have in Christ. I regret that I have done so little for 
the cause of the Christian religion and my own spiritual growth. 
I don't think that there has been a day since I first loved Jesus 
that I havn't raised my thoughts to him in prayer. I haven't 
felt fully satisfied with myself since I left off family prayers. 
I never said anything to you about this but thought many times 
that I would. You will remember the time that we omitted family 
worship. I little thought at that time that it would continue, 
but circumstances at that time seemed to me that it should be 
done. Have had many regrets but never found the place to take up 
my cross and left my wife and baby with one important duty 
undone. May God forgive me and guide me in the path of duty. 


I forgot to get baby Lucian a wagon — you must get one even 
if you have to buy one. had better hire one if you can. 

How I do wish I could be with you tonight — but I must be 
brave and keep up good cheer. Write me of your health — how is 
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not better than when I 


your side — go to Dr. Bill if you are 
left. 


Lettie Webber's 
her tomorrow or nex 
gone out -- so will 


aunt Freemanll lives here, 
t day. It is getting late 
c1ose. 

Ever thy own, George 


I shal1 call 
and the fire 


on 

has 


Notes: 


(8) - Frederick Clark Til den. George's younger 

already come to Iowa from Rochester, Vermont. He had settled on a 

farm in Delaware County near Manchester,Iowa. ,5*r„onH,aii« 
Julius Clark Tilden, had joined Fred here and all would eventually 

move on to Ames,Iowa. 


(9) _ George is here observing the wide range in land quali y 
close to the village of Ames,Iowa. Located between two streams 
the immediate area around Ames was low and marshy in the early 
days. Top quality land lay nearby beyond the wooded stream banks. 


(10) - He observed the high perecentage of young people who 
settled in this central Iowa area after the Civil War. Pioneers 
frequently thought back to their ancestrial hofnes and friends. 

(11) - The Webber name is another Rochester, Vermont related name. 
There was a family relationship between the Webber family of 
Rochester and the Phinaes Cooper family. Lydia's Uncle Phin 
Cooper's home was later known as the Cooper-Webber home in 
Rochester. 




Letter No. 7 

GEORGE G* TILDEN, Meehanicsvi11e,Iowa TO LYDIA C.TILDEN. 
Rochester, Vermont. 

April 26,1869 

Dear Lydia: 

I wrote to you something of my feeling while at Ames - besides 
that mentioned in that letter was the perplexities of business. 
I haven't a word of fault to find with you. You have always been 
kind, loving and true. I must tell you that I love you for my 
heart tells me so. I will now speak of my visit at Ames and my 
journey here. 


\ 
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I stopt at Ames nearly two weeks - boarded at the hotel - 
rather hard grub but got along with it very well. Henry has 
boarded there ever since he has been in Ames. I rode out in the 
County some one day. I went out horseback riding one day with a 
young man recently of Vermont. He has bought a farm four miles 
from Ames. Had a good time - made me (homesick) for a few days. 
I can^t say that I like the land in Story County. There are,of 
course, some very fine farms. They are held at high figures. A 
little more than a week ago Mr. Bigelow thought he would sell out 
his interest in the store to me. The terms of the sale were 
talked of last Wednesday morning. I made up my mind to close a 
trade with him if I could. Come to talk with him - he wished to 
consider the matter till evening. He then told me that his wife 
was opposed to his selling - but said he would be glad to take me 
in as a partner as they were in need of more capital. 

I had written you of Ames prospects - number of stores etc. so 
you see the question then comes up - will the profits be enough 
to make it a successful business for three. Henry was very 
anxious for me to go in. I finally decided to take a few days to 
consider it so took the cars for the purpose of visiting my 
Rochester friends. I first stopt at State Center where William 
Phelps is in business. They have a fine store 90 feet long and a 
fine stock of goods - are doing a good business. It is a small 
town but splendid country around it. It is said that Marshall 
County is one of the best in the state. Wild land within a few 
miles of State Center is held at from $12 to $20 per acre 
unimproved - improved farms from $35 to $50. I took the night 
express at 10;30 O^Clock Thursday night - arrived here at 4 the 
next morning. I find Sam^2 v;ell and doing a good business. He 
boards with Mr. Andrews - he had a new house built last year. 
This is a good locality mostly the land is under cultivation. 
Business is not over done - price of land about the same as at 
State Center. 

I shall go from here to Fred"sl3 tomorrow. Think I shall 
spend the week with him and in looking at business on the Dubuque 
and Sioux City R.R. The more I see of Iowa the more I Ike it. A 
good soil and a healthy climate without doubt. Some have been 
from this part of the state to the southwestern part and have 
returned to say they prefer frozen ground and snow to wind in 
winter. 

Sometimes I am most persuaded to take a trip to Missouri - and 
then I feel as though I do not wish to lengthen the distance from 
my old native state. Sam says it is harder for him to forget his 
associations at Rochester than all the others of his life. I know 
that I shall always have a love for Rochester and her people. 
Each day of my life my mind wanders back there and I have many 
pleasant recollections, and rejoice that there in the land of my 
childhood I was persuaded to give my heart to God. As I think of 
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leaving them in such 


those things in the store I blame myself for 
bad condition. 

I haven't written to the girl because^^I^^ don^t^feel ^^Ue 

writing to anyone except Jlg'i daily Do give family and 

do - till then, they are remembered daily, uog 

many more of my dear friends there my t‘ thought that you were 
T saw vou in mv dreams last night, i g . , i_ ^ 

at Frank Washburn's. 15 I went up to the ^'1*^ then°said"to 

then started to go in the house - and then 'vok® f gUd t^t I 
myself “its all a dream." But darling. I did feel glad 

had even seen you in a dream. 

Tell me all about yourself and baby Lucian^^ - and accept a 
heart full of love from your husband. 

George G.Tilden 


The above letter was postmarked at Mechanicsvi11.Iowa. In it 
George continues his discussion of the decision that he is 
attempting to make about coming to Iowa and what business 
connections he wishes to establish. 


(12) - The Sam Buel mentioned here was the son of Samuel Thompson 
Buel and Jane (Briggs) Buel of Rochester, Vt. Jane (Briggs) Buel 
was a sister of Eliza (Briggs) Tilden, the mother of George. Eliza 
Briggs was the wife of Julius C.Tilden. She had died in 1861. 


(13) - George's brother, Fred, where George says he will go now 
for a visit when he leaves Mechanicsvi1le. 


(14) - The girls mentioned are George's sisters, Abbigail, Susan, 
and Julia, residing in Rochester. 

(15) - Washburn was Henry Huntington's brother-in-law in 
Rochester,Vt. 

(16) - Lucian Cooper Tilden, George and Lydia (Cooper) Til den's 
first child, born Rochester,Vt. Nov.15,1868. 


George's decision about the offer to become partners with 
Huntington and Bigelow at Ames seems to be foremost in his mind 
now. 


*#*******->f ******************************************************* 
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Letter No. 8. 


GEORGE G. TILDEN, Deleware County,Iowa to LYDIA C.TILDEN, 
Rochester, Vermont. 

May 22,1869. 

Mt own Darling Wife: 

V 

I hardly know what to say first in this letter. I know that I 
shall be unable to epress my feelings. I assure you that my 
heart is sad as I am thinking of you — the word of your last 
letter. (If you love me and care ringing in my ear and then to 
think that you are to wait another whole week before you have 
word from me — makes it almost impossible for me to bear.) Oh 
darling I have wronged you. You whom I love more than all else 
on earth. How can I have it so. I have some excuse to offer but 
then I must have written a few words. I pray you darling to 
forgive me — if I could only see you tonight but you are many, 
many miles away. I pray God to forgive me the injury I have so 
thoughtlessly done — and bless and comfort you.^^ 

My own precious Lydia how could I have neglected you so. But 
I did and there is no help for it. When in Meehanicsvi 1 1 e, Sam 

said that he and Mr. Andrews could trade the grain elevator to 
the Jones boys, their partners. If they could they would be glad 
to take me in as a partner in the store. When I left him he was 
to write me so that I could get the letter the next Saturday. He 
neglected to write. I then wrote him — he replied Apologizing 
for his delay and stating that they were unable to make any trade 
with the Joneses. While I was waiting to hear from him I took a 
trip out west of here about eighty miles on the Dubuque and Sioux 
City R.R. to Cedar Falls then on the Cedar Falls and Minnesota 
R.R.to Waverly and Plainfield. Stayed at the last named place two 
nights — was all the time there -- never had such a headache as 
I had the first night. No physician in the place and the poorest 
hotel I ever got into. It was most impossible for me to eat 
anything — everything was so pasty. When I got back here I was 
some better — took a dose of salts which helped me. Since then 
I have had a terrible time with my teeth — ached night snd day. 
I really can't tell how many days — I went to Manchester twice 
— had one taken out. The first two were broken — my Jaw became 
enflamed and had a canker sore mouth. I didn't eat anything but 
bread and milk for some days. 

My mouth is nearly well now -- have a good appetite and am in 
very good health again. Have been at work some today with Fred 
planting potatoes. I will have to tell you something of Fred's 
crops. He has seventy acres of wheat - looking fine — weather 
cool — Just fine for wheat. Thirty acres of oats looking well. 
Thirty acres of corn nearly all rotted owing to poor seed — has 
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and 
much. 


Emma at 


planted part of It over (and go^®nJ^*to%°lnt*^a"fei 

week. About one half acre of po harvest to prospect, 

acres to beans. So you see he has a hls^t his stone or 

He has'nt done anything ‘o his house ye h 

his lumber. Emma came to the shanty last Mono y , . 

along nicely. Father put up two beds in Mr. Tinkham s open 

chamber -- he, the hired man and I sleep there. 
the Shanty. Fred has a good wife, I like her ve y 

I will now read over your dear good letters ^ 

my feeble way I done wrong in writing you as I did „L,i_u t 

Spying out «r. Bigelow. I will ejplein wKen I »ee vow which I 

your letters and crying. Truly your life has ^whtch 

Your dear mother was taken from you at a tender ^ 

deprived you of the care and counsel such as only a mother can 
give. Then your kind, father was taken from you leaving y u 
orphan without brother or sister to battle with 
world. I thought of these things and loved you 

thought that you needed love and sympathy when I 

yours till death should separate us. I felt that ^ t 

work before me to be such a husband as you desired. Thus tar i 
have come far short of what I would be. I am sorry that I have 
meddled with this subject for I find myself unable to give 
expression to my feelings. One thing I can say Lydia I ove 
thee with my whole heart and soul. 


an 

a cold selfish 
the more. I 
planned to be 
I had a great 


It is now past midnight. I will burn the letter you requested 
me to and go to bed and get some sleep18 


Good night darling. 

May 23rd - continued: 

This has been a beautiful day. Fred and Emma have been to 
church and have Just got back. I have been very lonesome — have 
written to Ames. The rest of the time I have been busy with my 
thoughts. I intend to make up lost time by vigorous effort. 
Shall go to Manchesterl9 early tomorrow morning to mail my 
letters. I^ve nearly made up my mind to go to Ames. If Ornri^^ 
was here so that I could know what he is to do I might conclude 
to buy a farm. Perhaps I shall know if I can buy the quarter 
section that E.W.Harvey^l owns which Joins Fredas farm. I think 
it is a good one and will be a pleasant place. 

I now think that I shall start for Ames Tuesday morning. I 
shall write again tomorrow night — will then tell you where to 
direct your next letter. Father and Fred are well. Father 
speaks of you often — says he is very grateful for the boots and 
shoes you sent him. He seems quite anxious to have us come here 
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but says he don^t wish to advise. My sheet is full. Will look 
your letters over tomorrow and answer all your questions. 

Kiss the little boy for me — how I wish I could be with you 
tonight. I can only think of you and love you. Ever thy own, 

George 


Notes: 

(17) - At this point we are aware that we do not have Lydia's 
letters. She carefully saved Georges letters, but it seems clear 
that his only fault was in not writing often enough. 

(18) - Should we conclude that Lydia had been a bit harsh with 

George for writing less frequently than she wished? Mail 

traveled a lot slower in 1869 than today. 

(19) - Manchester,Iowa is the County seat of Deleware County. At 
this location he was about 150 miles N.E. of Ames. 

(20) - Omri Goodnough - Georges brother-in-law, husband of Susan 
Til den. The Goodnoughs remained at Rochester where they farmed. 

They also would soon migrate to Iowa where they later settled on a 
farm at Ames. 

(21) - E.W.Harvey - probably Eugene Harvey also from Rochester, 
Vermont. 

**-)^*************#****#**#*****#*#*#****************************** 

Letter No. 9. 

GEORGE G. TILDEN, Delaware County, Iowa to LYDIA C. TILDEN, 
Rochester, Vermont. 

May 24, 1869. 

My dear Lydia: 

This is a terribly windy night; I am seated on a trunk in Mr. 
Tinkham's22 chamber with the light on the bed -- a board for a 
table. Suppose I could get better accomodations downstairs but 
don't wish to disturb the inmates of the house as it is bed time 
and Mrs. Shipman is in feeble health. I think she has con 
sumption and don't think she has long to live. 

I have been helping Fred plant corn some today and so feel 
some tired but I believe I promised in my letter last night to 
write you again tonight so will keep my promise. First I'll tell 
you that I have decided to go to Ames — shall go tomorrow unless 
it is very stormy. You will remember that I told you once that I 
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should be stow to go Into business again with two partners23. i 

think I have been slow enough, have thought it ov®r 

weeks — it has been a hard question to decide. I 

as you suggested in your letter and the answer is ma ® ^ 

trial in the merchantile business. If it is God^s will I hope o 

be prospered. I have confidence in Bigelow & Huntington are 

Christian men snd hope to conduct our business in a manner 

that we can ask God's blessing upon our efforts. We haven t made 

a trade yet — they say they wish to arrange a way that will be 

just to al 1 concerned. Perhaps you had better not say that I 

have gone in with them or am going till the trade is made and you 

hear from me again. 


About the oil cloth - I understood Mr. 
him that he would pay me for mine or let 


Rogers24tha^t John told 
him (Mr. R.)have what 


he wanted of his. Think I'm not mistaken about it -- for I am 
quite sure that I talked with John about and mentioned the price 
of mine. Told him that it cost 70 cents but he could have it for 
65 cents. Ask Mr. Rogers to fix it with him and have him 
satisfied. It will be best to have the furniture sold — that 
can't be packed readily. I haven't changed my mind about what to 
bring since I left home. Will say however that I find most kinds 
of goods and furniture cheaper than I expected. 

Father and Fred are in usual health. They feel bad to have me 
go from here — but all things considered I think it is my duty 
to go and hope it will prove to be the best. I wish our goods 
sold and packed. It will be such a trouble to you. Ask Mr. 
Rogers or Omri to see to selling what is best to have sold. I 
wish to pay them well for all they do. Presume you won't do 
anything about packing. Think I shall leave the goods where they 
are till Fall — perhaps longer if I can find a decent boarding 
place — the sooner you come the better — but don't hurry to 
over work. Take all the time you need. I may conclude to go back 
and come with you. Would be glad to but ought to be in the store 
acquainting myself with the goods and the town before the Fall 
trade which begins here in August immediately after harvest. I 
long to see you and the baby. There are many faces in R. that I 
would be glad to see but perhaps I never shall. My mind goes 
back there often and I fancy myself walking on the sidewalk 
beneath the cool shade of the maples, meeting here and there a 
friend true and tried. Life is made up of Joys and sorrows. I 
would not complain of my lot but thank my heavenly father that it 
is as we 1 1 with me as it is. Remember (me) to all inquiring 
friends. Tell Susan, Abble, and Julia25 jf ^hey will write me a 
letter I will write them. I've scribbled quite a letter guess 
it is more than it is worth to read it. 

Direct your next letter (which I hope will be the next mail 
after this is received) to Ames, Story County, Iowa.' 
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God bleaa you darling* Good night 


George 


Notes? 

(22) - Another Rochester, Vermont family name. 

(23) - No direct explanation seems to appear in this 
correspondence regarding the reasons for George's decision to 
leave the partnership business in Rochester. Henry Huntington 
mentions reigious differences in his first letter to George. 
Limited trading area - too limited for three partners in Rochester 
following the Civil War may have been an important factor. Also 
the attraction of the new country was drawing many young men wnd 
their families from the New England area to the mindwest at that 
time. 

(24) - I.B.Rogers, a Rochester, Vermont business man. He will 
again appear in this correspondence. 

(25) - George's three sisters. All were of Rochester. 


***************************************->f ************************* 
***************************************************************** 



Pictures taken at Ames in about 1885. The Tilden Department Store was well established by that time 
and their family was growing up. George had been Mayor of Ames in 1880/81. Lydia became the president 
of the Ames School Board in 1892 serving two terms. 


( 

II ^ 
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Letter No. 10. 


GEORGE G. TILDEN. Ames, Story County, Iowa to LYDIA C. TILDEN. 
Rochester, Vermont. 

May 28, 1869. 

My Dariing Lydia: 

At last the question is decided. I've nade a trade with B.8. 
H.— have purchased a one-third interest in store building and 
stock. The new concern is to be known by the name of Bigelow, 
Huntington, and Til den. We commenced to invoice today before 
yesterday P.M.— had everything on paper last night before 
midnight. We have worked hard. I feel tired and sleepy this 
morning. We are having a very quiet time here. Nothing but wind 
and rain. The Skunk River is the highest it has been for four 
years. Considerable damage has been done to roads. I don't like 
the surroundings here for farming purposes near so well as where 
Fred is. It is most too flat and pondy -- but it is a very rich 
soil. 

Think I shall like my new situation — have a very good store 
and a clean stock of goods. I haven't had time to look for a 
boarding place. Shall do so as soon as possible. As much as I 
wish and long to be with you, I would not wish to have you come 
and board at either of our hotels. They haven't any good rooms 
and they don't know how to cook. There was a Vermont man arrived 
here last week -- he has rented a small house and is going to buy 
a farm when he finds one to suit him. He tells me that he 
brought too many goods — his freight bills ran two hundred 
dol1ars. 

I wi 11 make more inquiry and write you full particulars. All 
the bulky goods like tables, bedsteads, chairs etc had better be 
sold. 

Ames is about two hundred miles from Milo and 188 miles from 
the Mississippi River. We have two churches — one 
Congregational and the other Methodist. The Baptists have hired 
a pastor (and) will build a church this summer. Ames lies 
between tv?o smal 1 rivers so we have a skirt of timber on each 
side which is very desireable — makes a good wind-break. 


I write in a great 
can't stop this time, 
baby Lucian. 


hurry — would be glad to write more but 
to al 1 and much love to you end 


Ever thy own. 


George 
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Note: Milo, named in the above letter, is the Township in 
Buchannan County where Fred Tilden had purchased his farm, 

***************************************************************** 

Letter No. 11. 


GEORGE G, TILDEN, Ames,Iowa to LYDIA C. TILDEN, Rochester, 
Vermont. 

MAY 30,1869 

In a grove one mile west of Ames-^^ - Sabbath P.M.: 

My own prescious wife: 

When we returned from church, Henry proposed to take a walk 
out here and write some letters. It is very pleasant, the little 
birds are singing their evening songs, all nature seems to be 
speaking of the goodness of God. I thank him for this beaut if 1 
world he has given us and the dear friends to love. I am feeling 
better today than for some time for I am thinking that you have 
received my letter which left Manchester last Monday. My 
neglecting you so long has caused me some sorrow. I hope and 
trust that you will pardon me. 

t 

I've been to church all day, listened to a Baptist preacher 
that is located here. The Congregational Society will have a 
minister next Sabbath. The text this A.M., "Am I my brother's 
keeper""; this P.M. "There is pleasure in the service of God." I 
don't remember the Book and Chapter. i went into the Sunday 
School this noon, had a pleasant time. Lessons — third chapter 
first to eleventh verse. The superintendent urged me to take a 
class of young ladies. I declined; he soon returned stating that 
the young ladies wished me to be their teacher, and I finally 
decided to take the class. Shall commence my labors next 
Sabbath. Mrs.Gilbert, the late pastor's wife, has been their 
teacher. 

I haven't been able to find a place for us to board yet. I 
went to see a Mr.May27^ formerly of Connecticut, last Friday. He 
said he would talk to his wife; if she thought best, he'd finish 
his chambers and take us. Mr. Bigelow thinks it would be the 
best place in town; says Mrs.May is a splendid woman. They live 
about 1/2 mile from our store. 

I can't direct much more than I have about what to sell. If 
Mr.Tupper is willing to have the center table left there awhile, 
I think we'd better leave it. Keep the bear-skin robe. Sell the 
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buffalo - It is worth 916; guess you had better sell if vou can 
get more than S15. 

You can do as you wish about ''cheaply. You 

that we hadn't packed. I ^t care for more at 

present. I think there will be a P/°;'‘^ason why 

will like it here .g® shant\ave a good trade; they have 

Bigelow. Huntington and Tl'den shant ha ^ 9 months, 

sold #16,000. since they <3.8. H.) have oeen 

Every branch of business is represented here. 

three doctors, and land your government 

am inclined to think that you had better josiah Rogers28 

bonds in Vermont. We haven't a safe yet. Ask ^ 

what he thinks of it. Perhaps you had better leave them at the 
Bethel bank, and make him your agent to see to them. 


It is almost dark and my 
you goodnight. Ever thy own, 

George 


sheet is nearly full, so I will kiss 


Have baby^s picture taken and send to me. 


Notes: 

(26) - It will be recalled that Burnett ave.was the west boundry 
of Ames at this time. This would seem to place the grove about 
where Brookside Parks is located today overlooking the east bank 
of Squaw Creek. Later the town line was extended to Grand 
avenue, and in 1893, the entire College campus extending another 
mile to the west was annexed into the city of Ames. 

(27) - Henry May, first school teacher in Ames. A well educated 
man who had been in the U.S.State Department throughout the Civil 
War, May had purchased ten acres of land above what is now ninth 
street in Ames. He built the first house in this area. In 1870 
May sold his land and house to Dr.Albert Richmond who came also 
from Rochester, Vermmont. Richmond practiced medicine 

for a number of years here. Today the Mary Greeley Medical Center 
stands on the site of the Richmond home which became the Richmond 
addition to Ames. 

(28) “ Josiah Rogers - perhaps the same Rogers as referred to 
earlier? 

***************************************************************** 
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Letter No.12 


GEORGE G.TILDEN, Ames,Iowa, to LYDIA C.TILDEN, Rochester,Vermont. 
May 31,1869. 

Dear Lydia: 

I haven't found a boarding place yet - haven't seen Mr.May 
today. I've been talking with the Depot Master about freight. He 
says it will cost $3.34 per hundred from Vermont. Just about 
what I supposed when I left home. The stories that I have heard 
recently about the Vermont man paying such outrageous prices on 
his goods are untrue. I saw him today, he says he is satisfied 
with the course he took. He appears to be a nice man. 

I wi11 not change my instructions — only to say bring all the 
things you think you want to. I^ve been thinking about the 
crockery. I spoke about that last night. I think it is some 
that was your mother's and think that you had better have it 
packed. If we find a place to board, perhaps we shall wish to 
furnish our own bed - so you had better have one packed with such 
goods as you think you would want. Have the boxes numbered so we 
could have any one of them sent at anytime we might want them. 

Two months yesterday since I left you - it seems a long time. 
I am impatient for the time when you will be with me. I feel 
anxious about you - I feel it will be too hard for you to come so 
long a journey with baby Lucien. If you come to Chicago with 
someone you could take a sleeping car there and come through 
without a change of cars. 

The ladies of the Baptist Society give a strawberry festival 
Thursday evening in Leonard's new store building - a gay time 
expected. The members of the Congregational Society held a 
meeting this P.M. - voted to enlarge and remodel their church. 
Ames seems to be thriving. Finally quite a number of new houses 
are in process of building. Mr Stewart - the man who is to 
build a bank here - is building his house. His family lives in a 
barn that he has built since I was here before. Mr. Turner^^^ ^ 
lawyer formerly from Wai tsf iel d,Vt. , is also living in a barn 
built this summer, is now building a house. 

I think Henry will go to Chicago the last of this week for 
goods. Trade has fallen off since the storm. The roads are most 
impassible - much damage has been done - it is estimated that it 
will cost near one thousand dollars to repair the roads and 
bridges in this town. Write me of your health - how is baby 
Lucien? Hoping that you are well and that I will hear from you 
this week - I am your ever loving husband - George 
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Notes: 


(29) - Cyrus E.Turner complied the first Jovecf^to 

He practiced law in Ames until about 18 0, 


He praci 

Osceola, Iowa, then the home of his son 


***********^^*********^****************** 

Letter No. 13 


GEORGE G.TILDEN, Ames,Iowa to LYDIA C.TILDEN, Rochester. Vermont 
June 2, 1869. 


My Dear Wife: 

I"m feeling rather lonesome this morning. L i t 

iLked like rain - but it seems to be clearing away. 3^ h^d I 
shall have a good day. Yesterday was very pleasant I' f 

good trade - took in over two hundred pounds of ball ‘ 

all comes in that way. We get from eight to ten ^nds^- 

per week - we pack it in kegs that hold about a hundred pounds 
Lkes a good deal of work. Some of the butter is nice most of 
the dutch butter is full of buttermilk juice as it comes from the 
churn. I don't know why I've written so much about thi ■ 

presume you won't care to hear about tne auccn ourter out guess 1 

won't commence another sheet. 


Henry went to Chicago last night - will be gone one week. 
Bigelow and Huntington have done well since they have been here. 
Nine months time they have sold *16,000. worth of goods, and show 
a profit of *2,500 - have only *12,000. trusted out - and that on 
short time. The stock invoiced a little over four thousand 
dollars. T shall have to work hard this week on account of the 
Baptist Festival. Mr. BigelowSO will have to be out to help 

them. 


Mr. May called to see me yesterday - said he would board us 
for ten dollars per week - that is three dollars per week more 
than Mr.Bigelow paid last winter. It seems like a great price - 
think I shall pay it if I don^t find a good place. Suppose I 
shall let him know today or tomorrow. If we go to Mr.May^s, they 
want us to furnish our own bed. Perhaps you had better pack the 
rosy room carpet with the bed - do as you think best. 

Wish you were here and we had a home - but I must (first get 
established). 
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I wish to be remembered to all my old friends. Love to Omri, 
Susan, Julia,31 you and baby. 

Ever thy own, 

George 


Notes: 

(30) - Both Henry Huntington and D.A.Bigelow were Baptists. 

George and Lydia were Congregationalists. 

(31) - Susan and Julia were George's sisters - Omri Goodnow was 
Susan's husband - all of whom resided in Rochester, Vt. Susan 
had married Omri Goodnough 3 July 1860. They later made their home 
in Ames,Iowa. 

***************************************************************** 

Letter No. 14 

GEORGE G.TILDEN, Ames,Iowa to LYDIA C.TILDEN, Rochester,Vermont. 
June 3,1869. 

My Dear Lydia: 

I've been hard at work. I meant to have gone up to Mr. May's 
this morning but had so much to do didn't get around to go till 
most noon so missed sending you a letter by the A.M.train. 
Mr.May didn't wish to finish his chamber unless we agree to stay 
six months or a year. I didn't wish to bind myself for I think I 
shall build a house before fall. He said he would take us if we 
would put up with the house as is - said we could use the lower 

room this summer as his family - he lives a half mile from our 
store.32 Wish I could find a place nearer and better 

accomodations - but it is the best I can do if you think you can 
stand it to have your room in an open chamber. 

I shall hope to see you soon. I shall continue to write till 
I hear from you stating when you are coming. If so when you will 
start. Perhaps you had better instruct Trask^^ mail all the 
letters you have to this place. Don't hurry. Take your own 
time - but I want to see you terribly. 

Mr. Bigelow is helping about the festival so I haven't time to 
write more. 

With many good wishes and much love I am as ever , your 
affectionate husband. 

Geo.G.Ti1 den 
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Notes: 

(32) - May's home was located on Streets. 

Duff av^enue about half way between E 

(Seven blocks north of Main Street.) 

(33) - Possibly John Trask, Rochester's Postmaster. 


Letter No. 15. 


GEORGE G.TILDEN, 
June 4,1969 


Ames, Iowa to Lydia C.Tilden, 


Rpchester,Vermont 


My darIing wife: 

I can't tel 1 you how glad I was when I received your letter 
today. I can't get over the shock I had when I came to 

how I had abused you in neglecting to write so J*!® ^ Voir 

I don't believe I was ever so blue as when I was sick. Yo 

letters were very dear to me - but for me to write seemed most 

impossible. 


I purchased a residence building lot this P.M. on Douglass34 

Avenue of Esq.Turner^^ It is between his lot and Mr. Stewart, 
a lumber dealer here late of Vermont. It is nearly half a mile 
from the store. I think it is on one of the best streets in 
town. The nearest neighbors are Vermont people. All came here 
this spring. I've made a rough sketch of the street and lot 
which I'll send you. I came near forgetting to tell you what I 
paid for it - one hundred and sixty dollars. I don't think I 
shall do anything about building till you come so to have your 

advice. 

I think you had better get a sewing machine - just such a one j 
as you want. If you don't have a chance to come through to here 
with someone - you had better stop off at Chicago - make a visit 
and get rested. I think you had better stop there anyway - you j 
will like to see the Rochester people there and they will be glad \ 
to see you. Please remember me to them all. Thanks to 
Mrs.Webber for the expression of regard. I think of her and her 
family often. Say to Julia36 that her petition will be granted 
as soon as I get time. 


Geo. 

Notes:: (Next Page) 


(See photo page 96) 


Yours 
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(34) - Note that George spelled Douglass Street with the two 
letters 's'. It is believed that this was the original spelling. 

(35) - Cyrus Turner a lawyer and Vermont natuve. 

(36) - Julia Tilden, Georges' sister. She married Howard McLain 
on 10 July 1873. They subseqently also moved to Ames,Iowa. 


Letter No. 16. 

GEORGE G.TILDEN, Ames,Iowa to LYDIA C.TILDEN, Rochester,Vermont. 
June 4,1869. 

My darling Lydia: 

I wrote you a short letter last night, had it sent west on the 
evening train to Boone, Iowa thinking that would send it east on 
the night express so get it through twenty four hours quicker. 
For fear the plan won't work well - I will send you a few lines 
this morning. I have decided to go to Mr.May's to board so you 
can come when you wish. I think you will receive my other letter 
but thought I would say this much - for I want you to come as 
soon as possible that I have made arrangements for you to come. 

If you haven't sold the buffalo robe you may bring it - if you 
can't get $17. for it. Have the boxes marked — Bigelow, 
Huntington and Til den, Ames, Story County, Iowa. 

You had better leave them in the shop there and leave the key 
with Mr.J.B.Rogers. The goods are insured in the Vermont Mutual. 
Chr i stopher^T has the policy ie. I think he has - I don't 

remember taking the policy from him. You ask about it. You 
better have one box sent as soon as you can of such goods as you 
think you will want this summer. 

This is a beautiful morning, a nice cool breeze, the roads are 
nice and dry in town . How I would like to go out and take a 
ride with you. It is most two weeks since I have had a letter 
from you - I am watching every mail with all my eyes - hope to 
get one tonight. 


Ever thy own, 
Geo. 


Notes: (Nextpage) 
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(37) - Christopher Webber whose wife was Julia Cooper, cousin 
Lydia Cooper Tllden. Julia arlstopher's mother was <i sister 

Barna Cooper, Lydia's father. 


of 

of 




Letter No. 17. 


GEORGE G.TILDEN, Ames,Iowa to LYDIA C.TILDEN, Rochester.Vermont. 
June 7,1869. 


My own precious wife: 

Again my heart is made glad by one of your good dear letters. 
I didn't write a letter yesterday, didn't go to bed Saturday till 
most twelve o'clock and worked hard all the week so felt tired, 
though went to church al 1 day and to Sunday School . I had a 
class of eleven young ladies, would Judge them to be from fifteen 
to eighteen years of age. 


We have a minister here on trial - yesterday was his first day 
- he was born in New Hampshire - is a graduate of Dartmouth 
College - has preached a few years in St.Paul, Minnesota. Don't 
remember the town in Minnesota where he has been of late. His 
text in the evening was “Take Heed therefore how you hear" 

I came near making up my mind this eve to go back to Vermont 
after you and baby - it will be hard for you to come alone. It 
would cost me about $125., but I should not stand for that if 
nothing else stood in the way. Henry will be back from Chicago 
tomorrow morning and shall have the new goods this week so you 
see there is lots of work to do this month. We want to take the 
lead here in dry goods and are going to work for it. You speak 
about living over the store. Mr. Bigelow lives there and wishes 
to remain - he is to pay the concern $144. per year for the upper 
part. Small houses that don't cost over $500. rent here for ten 
and twelve dollars per month - and can't be had. (There aren't 
enough) to supply the demand. I wrote to Mr.J.B.Rogers today and 
asked him to get someone to help you pack and box - spoke of 
Mr.— hope he can get him. Don't believe you had better take 
out any of the hardware - let the box come Just as it is - only 
have some bands of iron put around it. Have your bureau boxed 
and the chest that has the books in it. They charge higher rates 
of furniture not boxed. If everything is in boxes it will go the 
same as mids. Mr .May says that he brought all of his chairs from 
Connecticut in boxes and is glad he did for he could not sel 1 
them for much there. If our cane chairs could be knocked apart 
and packed, I think it would pay to bring them. 
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What goods you think to sell had better be advertised and sold 
with 0inri''s3Q so you will not need to wait to have them sold. 

Let them go for what they will fetch - don^t wory about them. I 
wrote you in my last letter that you had better stop in Chicago 
and now I say to go to Racine if you wish to. Don't spare any 
money to make yourself comfortable on your Journey. If you get 
time stop off, get yourslf a good hotel and stay till you are 
rested - take a sleeping car whenever you have a chance. You can 
ride in one from Chicago without a change. 

The trains passed through here this morning from Omaha to 
Chicago - they ran against a cow Just as they were coming into 
town - killed her instantly. The officers were on board. At 
Ontario a few miles west of here they ran over a flock of sheep. 
Mr. McLain, the Depot Agent here was in this evening telling 
about it - said the officers of the road had beef at Ames and 
mutton at Ontario - and came near taking their last meal here. 
Said he heard of the train at Clinton and at the rate they had 
run to there they would make the trip in fifteen hours. They run 
from the switch one mile west of here to the next station - 
distance ten miles - in nine minutes. There is large amount of 
business done on this road - trains passing every little while - 
nearly all the rolling stock for the Pacific Road has passed over 
this road. Such splendid cars and engines as I ever saw. What 
will this country be when its resources are developed. 


It is now quite late and I must rise early 
and say good night. 


Ever thy own. 


so 


will kiss you 


George 

If you haven't found a receipt for making washing fluid, 

you had better get it from someone. Think Cal Martin's people 
have it. Give my regards to Eaton - am sorry to hear of his ill 
health. 


Notes: 

(38) - Omri Goodnough - Susan Til den's hisband and brother-in-law 
of George's. Would be coining to Ames,Iowa shortly also. 


***************************************************************** 
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Letter No. 18. 

GEORGE G.TILDEN, Ames,Iowa to LYDIA C.TILDEN, Rochester.Vermont. 
June 16,1869. 

My Darling wife: 

I was glad to get a letter from you last night, but feel bad 
to think what a bad time you are having. How strange to think 
that Mr. Irish should refuse to help you - he promised me that he 
would assist you any time. I sold him some chairs and a jug of 
vinegar. There was two dollars due on them after deducting what 
I owed him for making that new box I left there under the wood 
shed adjoining the house where he used to live. I told him to 
help you and to charge a good price - told him that I thought 

that Omri would help him. He can have forgotten this but I trust 
there has been (misunderstanding). Pay Dode well for what he 
does — tell him that we have got to have a clerk this Fall and 
that I have spoken a good word for him. The only objection 
raised so far is that they wish someone who is acquainted with 
the people. Tell him that I would like his price for a year. 
There is 33 lbs. of common stove pipe that belongs to Albert 

Clark. 39 Also C-) sheet to sink on a platform that had better 

be picked out and left with Mr.(Rinco). 

We are having much better trade than we expected — it still 
continues cold — bad for the corn crop — good for the wheat. I 
received a letter from Fred last night — all well. He has 

puchased the quarter adjoining him of Eugene Harvey^O — paid two 

thousand dollars — says Omri can have it if he wants. I think 
it cheap enough — will make a splendid farm. 

You speak about the trouble of building. I don^t think I 
shall be troubled with it so much as last year. There are all 

kinds of mechanics here so there is no trouble getting work done 
when you want it. 

I wish you were on the way here — it is such a nice time to 
travel . You had better have someone to take you to Brandon in a 
good easy carriage. 

Remember me to Mr. Roger's family and all the friends. 

Ever thy own, George 

If you need money ask Mr.J.B.Rogers to let you have it. 

Notes: (Next page) 
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(39) . Albert Clark. Uncle of George G. Tilden. His wife was 
Josephine (Josie) Briggs, daughter of E. D.Briggs, of Rochester 
and a sister of Eliza (Briggs) Tilden, George^s mother. Eliza 
Briggs who died in 1861 was the wife of Julius Clark Tilden. A 
third Briggs sister, Caroline Briggs had married Chester Pierce 
(1814-1896) of Rochester. Chester Pierce had sold his store 
interests in Rochester in 1867 to Haskins, Pierce and Tilden. 

Now, in 1869, George had sold his interests in that store 
operation to start new in Iowa. 

(40) . Eugene Harvey (Rochester History pub. 1975 page 32) also a 
native ot Rochester, Vermont who apparently had acquired land in 
Delaware County,Iowa shortly before George^s decision to migrate 
to Iowa. Harvey and George's brother, Fred Tilden, had purchased 
adjoining land in Delaware County at the same time. 

***************************************************************** 

Letter No. 19. 

J.B.ROGERS, Rochester,Vermont to GEORGE G.TILDEN, Ames,Iowa. 

June 17, 1869. 

Friend Ti1 den: 

On my return home last Friday evening I found your favor of 
the 7th past. I had been expecting to hear from you for a long 
time and was glad to get so long a letter. I am glad you are so 
well pleased with your partners and hope and trust you will be 
blest and prosper together. I am also glad you remembered us in 
our Sunday School and think of and pray for us and that you are 
employed in the same blessed work. You shall be remembered by us 
— continue in the good work. I felt badly to lose you from our 
Society and from our little band of Christian laborers - but I am 
happy to know that you are so deeply sympathetic with us and 
kindly remember us. 

Last Sunday we had 110 and the week before we had 108 in our 
Sunday School — the most we have had since I have attended the 
school. Last Sunday I had 14 in my class. I am sorry my 
business calls me away. I would be glad to meet with them every 
Sunday. But Mr.Richmond41 will do well. Perhaps better than I 

couId. 

I leave in the morning for Ohio. Will probably be away till 
nearly August 1st. No money has been paid to me for you. I had 
spoken to Mr. Guernsey as you suggested but he had paid nothing 
the next day after getting your letter I saw him and told hin I 
must have it today so I could send it to you before I left town. 
I also saw Mr.Gruet and told him the same and wrote the Wiley 
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boys. Have also said to Webber Just when you 

also told h im that I would ask you wrUe h*") ju 

wanted It. If Mr. Guernsey and Mr. Gruet do^no^ 

to me in the morning before I they pay it to send 

Webber and ask him to cal 1 on them h^^ ^ ^ 

the same to you in a draft. weDoer 
possession 

While in Ohio My address shall be Kenard House - Cleveland. 
Ohio. 

u. 4 . i¥ )o lifter 12 O'clock and I 

“fos". "vo "wT,l"car7en“vou mor. ..=o.t 

next week42 __ i wish she could go ”‘th you. about your 

not send money now. I hi®'’aaicl he' would inform me when 

interests in the estate^ and he saic „„thina vet. My 

there was anything to be done, but I have hear 
family Joins me in kind regards to you. 

Very truly, 

J.B.Rogers.^44) 


Notes: 

(41) .- Possibly Dr. Albert Richmond,Rochester,Vt. native who 
received his M.D.degree from the University of Vermont in 1868 and 
himself moved to Ames, Iowa in 1870. 

(42) .- This indicates that Lydia and baby Lucian will be leaving 
Rochester for Ames during the last week of June 1869. 

( 43 ) ,- This would be the estate of Ephriam D.Briggs, George s 
Grandfather. George shared in his mother's inheritance under 
Brigg's will. Eliza (Briggs) Tilden had died Oct.7, 1861. Her 
mother, Eliza (Hodgkins) Briggs, had died May 1,1867 and 
E.D.Briggs died July 27,1868 less than a year before George and 
Lydia left Rochester for Ames,Iowa. Chester Pierce, whose wife 
was Caroline Briggs, another daughter of E.D.Briggs was the 
executor of the Briggs Estate. 

(44) .“ J.B.(or I.B.) Rogers was obviously a friend of George 
Tilden and a resident of Rochester. Since he refers to his travel 
duties in his work, he may have been a merchantile representative. 

He would have had several interests in common with George Tilden. 

*********^*^f**************************************-jf ************** 
^^.)^******.>t******************************************************* 
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No. 20. 


GEORGE G.TILDEN, Ames,Iowa to LYDIA C.TILDEN, Rochester,Vermont 
June 20,1869 

My Dear Lydia, 

I think you were surprised last night by brother Fred. I read 
a letter last night from father stating that he started the 
14th. I^m thinking he will come back next week so shan^t look 
for you till that time. 

Ask Mr.J.B.Rogers if he has received a letter from me. I 
wrote for four or five hundred dollars — perhaps he has sent it 
and the check is lost as Fred's was. I need the money very much, 
have got payments to make. You had better get the money on those 
notes of Trask and Tupper and if you haven't sent the bonds to 
Bethel Bank bring about five hundred of those. If you had time 
at Brandon would sell the bond — then buy a check with what 
money you have except enough money to pay your expenses. If you 
have sent the bonds to the bank — let them remain. Guess we 

can get along until we get a check from <-) Anderson. I've let 

the Job to build a cellar under the house and a fifty bbl . 
cistern — pay $120. Am going to build a house about the size of 
Royal Kidder's. 

We are having a terrible wet time — prospects for a corn crop 
are poor — these heavy rains are lodging down the small grains 
farmers say. 

I think your idea of buying a ticket to Omaha a good one. 
Presume you can get one cheaper than you can to Ames by reason of 
the competition between this and the Rock Island Road. If you do 
so, get a traveler's check so you can stop when you choose on the 
road — then we can sell the ticket from here to Omaha. There 
were two sleeping cars of the Express last evening from San 
Francisco, Cal. enroute to N.Y. -- this road is a great 
institution. I like it here very well but feel lonely without 
you. This is very poorly written but will send it — guess you 
can read most of it. 

Ever yours. 

Geo. 

Don't bring all the bonds -- only five hundred — leave the 
rest at Bethel Bank. 


***************************************************************** 
***************#**********#*###****#*#*********-)f ***************** 
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And so 
established 
home was 
The fami 1y 


family was about to be 
o. WOU. soon ,hnlr 

=ompU?"a In the nlnn hondreo ■=' 

grew to Include, in addition to Lucicin, Galen, George 


the George and Lydia Tilden 
at 


H Marv ’ Maude and Winifred. Maud died in early childhooa. 

The rest.’ with the exception George f ''^e!? *1 wTs "i'n 

business in Seattle. Washington, all lived ou 

Ames. 


George G.Tilden purchased the interests of his " 

1883 and became the sole proprietor of his store. 
death in 1892. his two older sons took 

Tilden Store Company, and Lydia became the head ^r^or‘-^ion 

Ames.. The store became the largest °e 

in Story County and remained in operation until 
of the retirement of George's grandson, Clark D.Tilden. 


Lydia , the recipient of most of these letters , in addition 
to becoming the 'head of the family' in 1892, had many interests 
in the community which included her election to the Ames School 
Board . She became the first woman to serve as president of tne 
Ames School Board serving in the position for two terms. More of 
the story of the family is planned for the the genealogical 

record of the Tilden family. 





Perhaps these letters have preserved for us a bit of adoed 
insight into the yearnings, ambitions, and goals that motivated 
these particular pioneer people, and probably many others like 
them who lived in the mid-west at the same time. 




Comments 


George Tilden was born in 1842 at Rochester,Vermont, the son of Julius C.and 
Eliza M.(Briggs) Tilden. Julius C.Tilden had come to Rochester as a young man 
to join his older brother, Joseph, in a mercantile business there. At 
Rochester, Julius met and married Eliza M.Briggs, a sister of Joseph Tilden s 
wife, Minerva. Eliza and Minerva were two of five daughters of Judge 
E.D.Briggs and Eliza (Hodgkins) Briggs of Rochester. Judge Briggs, was a son 
of Capt. Ephriam and Rhoda (Whitcomb) Briggs of Barnard,Vermont. Capt. Briggs 
was a pioneer Barnard settler in 1779 and signed the Charter for the founding 
of Rochester in 1781. Judge E.D.Briggs was much involved in the business 
trade of Rochester and in the community interests of his day. 
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Judge Briggs' daughters made up important family portions of Julius Tilden's 
Family circle. Caroline married Chester Pierce, Josephine married Albert 
Clark, and Jane married Sam T. Buell, These were the Uncles and Aunts of 
George 6.Til den that made up his Rochester, Vermont ancestral roots. Some of 
these have already been met in these letters and others will be met later. 

Lydia (Cooper) Tilden s Emerson and Cooper ancestry will appear in letters 
that follow later in this collection. 
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Ames's business street in the days following George Tilden's arrival in 1869. Photo in about 1875 looking 
northwesterly at corner of Onondaga (Main Street after 1910) and Douglas. The Ames Drug Store on the corner 
was operated by S.O.Osborn. The frame store to the left, built in 1867 by D.& S.L.Lucas, was purchased in the 
Spring of 1868 by D.A.Bigelow and H.C.Huntington; they were joined in a partnership by George G.Tilden in 
1869. Tilden became the sole owner of that mercantile busines in 1883. The brick building next west of the 
frame buildings was built by Bigelow, Huntington and Tilden in 1873 as they expanded their clothing business. 
Notice the steeple of the Methodist (^apel at the far left end of the block that was mentioned in one of 
George's letters. (See page 11). See the same block as it appeared in the 1930's on page 74. 
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The New London, New Hampshire school attended by George 
G.Tilden in 1859. Founded in 1837 as the Colby Academy, its 
name was changed in 1853 to the New London Literary and 
Scientific Institution. 

Today it has become a four year College known as Colby 
Sawyer College. It is now a women^s college with an 

enrollment of about 700 students. The original Academy 
building has been well preserved and is used for special 
college occasions. It is in this building that George 
Tilden would have been attending classes in 1859 when his 
parents were writing to him. His cousin, Edward Pierce, 
also of Rochester ,Vt. , was a student here at the same time. 
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CTen Years Earlier in 1859) 

Julius and Eliza Til den write to Son George who is Away at School 

Introduction 

The following three letters were written to George G.Tilden by 
his parents while he was at New London, N,H. attending school. 
The school offered a business course of instruction which it 
appears was what both George and his cousin, Edward Pierce, were 
enrolled in. Here we have the only letters written by George^s 
mother, Eliza (Briggs) Tilden. In these letters she gives George 
some good advice as well as expressing parental concerns. Family 
members, including George's younger brother and his sisters, are 
mentioned. We have already met brother Fred, and sisters, Susan, 
Abby, and Julia. Identification of some other relatives is 
given in the notations. 

Edward Pierce was the son of Chester and Caroline (Briggs) 
Pierce. George's mother was a sister of Caroline (Briggs) Pierce. 

•>f**********->f***************************************************** 

******************************************************* 

Letter No.1. 


JULIUS CLARK TILDEN, Rochester VT, to his son GEORGE G.TILDEN, 
who was attending the New London Literary and Scientific School 
at New London, NH. 

Feb. 21st 1859 
My Dear Son - 

I rc'd your letter this evening. I am pleased with your 
punctuality in writing so soon. 

You will find it easy to master your tasks if you are prompt 
in all that shall be required of you at school. 

We had a full house last Friday evening. Legislator Mr. 
Williams gave the Tobacco Bill his zealous support with one of 
his best efforts. I am confident if you could have heard him 
that it would effectively confirmed in your mind all that I have 
said on the subject. I trust and with the confidence I have in 
you I shall realise all that I expect from you. Prof. Chancilor 
gave Cas stated] a Historical oration on Washington 8. the 
Revolution not quite as interesting as the previous lectures. 


37 












So for street gossip I have not heard one word about 

Leonard'sl school since you left. 2*^tshe] says 

today. Mother has had one of her headache turns. CShe] says 

tell George she will write and send with the box ‘ ^ ^re 

next week Wednesday. If you can find time wri 


that time, 
and are of 


The branches you speak of studying are well chosen 
the highest importance in a business poin . 


I found extra hooks in your (closet) after . r 

send them with your things. Haskins is making y 
couldn't find anything but black (goods). Alberto stayed here 
Friday night — was disappointed in not seeing you, but enjoyed 
that you have this opportunity and expects much from you. Says 

you must write to him. 

Mother wrote Susan a long letter yesterday. Vanlora Akins 
has been here — is anxious to have Susan come to Boston. Thinks 
she can find [business] -- I am glad you and Edward have a good 
boarding place 8. think you will soon feel quite at home. 

Yours Affectionately, 


J. C. Til den 


(1) - Leonard's School probably refers to one of Rochester's 
(Township) one room schools of that day. Another reference to 
Leonard's school will occur again in the letters. 

(2) . - Comments about the health of family members in these 

letters is of interest since it is the only possible indication of 
factors that may have contributed to the individual's life span. 

(3) . - Albert Clark(e), George's Uncle. His wife was Josephine 
Briggs. 

(4) . - George Tilden and Edward Pierce were cousins. 

**********)^****************************************************** 

Letter No. 2. 

ELIZA (BRIGGS) TILDEN, Rchester, Vt. to GEORGE G.TILDEN, New 
London, N.H. 

Feb. 27th 1859 

Dear George 

We received your letter in due season and was not so much 
surprised to learn that you had been sick — for we had feared 
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the change of exercise together with the change of diet might 
work an unfavorable change in your digestive organs and then the 
mind & your feeling somewhat nervous & anxious would tend to 
increase the difficulty; but you must not be discouraged. If you 
are careful about what you eat and get into regular habits about 
your exercise you may soon be well again. But you must not try 
to drink coffee — strong tea or eat mince pie. You must 
remember you can not bear when studying what you could sawing 
wood. 


We are glad that you find such kind friends; be kind and 
obliging to them and you may even win warm friends. We think 
much of you and miss you every meal , but I have been so busy 
fixing your things [that] I have found no time to be lonesome as 
yet. There has been some one here most of the time to fill your 
vacant chair, sleep in your bed and eat your piece of pie. And 
when we are alone Pa is good for the pie. Perhaps I shall make 
some apple turnovers. I made some mince ones but shall not send 
them. I have made you drawers and shirts -- got the fronts 
stitched on the one shirt also the collars. Finished the others 
-- hope they will suit. The pants are nice. Pa could find 
nothing but black — but they are the prettiest for handsome you 
- must take good care of all your things and write us soon for we 
shall feel anxious till we hear that you are well again. 

You will probably hear from Susan of her plan to go to 
Boston, it is not decided. It would be better for her than 
teaching because"she would have steady employment. Barbara is a 
good girl and she will board with her. Jane Hodskins says she 
will go if there is a chance of work on sewing machines^ Mention 
this if you write to her this week for I shall not write her 
again for one week to come and then send by Sam5 as he then takes 
leave of this place to make a visit to Keene and then go into a 
store out West. He feels bad to go and all to have him Cgo]. 
Jim is real lonesome and longing for the sap to run. They have 
been up and cleaned up the things and are thinking about helping 
tomorrow if it is as warm as today. We have had a few terrible 
cold days — it snowed and blew here Friday and Saturday. Albert 
and A1 went to Northfield Saturday. A1 said she should write you 
"right off." 

You and Eddy6 will have a good school and good society there 
and will enjoy the Spring far better than you could here. These 
are golden days for your improvement and when you both realize 
how much pains Uncle Chester and all of us have taken to make it 
pleasant for you. [13 am sure you will feel content and quite 
happy in your new relation. No doubt home will seem pleasant, 
but variety is the spice of life. But if you don^t get better, 
write and let us know all how you are. Jose sends her love and 
will write sometime. 
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Granma^ came over 
better; talked a great 
from Dean Lyman; he is 
George B. is sick also 
return here. 


here Friday and rang the bell. ^he ‘s 
deal about you boys. Jose had a letter 
till digging for gold .nd end, some 
Julia Lam goes next Monday may 


Do not worry about 
only think so and try. 
your age. 


your compositions. You can write if you 
No one expects great things of a boy of 


I will leave the rest of the sheet for Pa so good night to 
you and Eddie and write soon 


from your Mother 
(Eliza (Briggs) Til den) 

P.S. I am glad to hear that you go to meeting and get Sunday 
lessons. It will be a good thing for you. Ever be respectful of 
the religious views of those by whom we are associated in our 
social relations. Pa has been down to the office and got some 
pills for you as you had been in the habit of taking little pills 
they may help. Take 2 pills of Bry. in the morn + 1 of nax at 
night — that is — if you feel sick — and your food hurts you. 
Some Gill to take if you have a head-ache — but I hope you are 
quite well before this. 

Pa has gone to milk; it is nearly 10 and he thinks he will 
not write now but write next time. Lucian has sent a letter; he 
calls to inquire and feels lonesome -- you must write him. You 
couild put in a 1/2 sheet in our letter as you will not find time 
to keep up many correspondents with out interfering with your 
studies. You need the pin you lost to wear with these cravats. 
Perhaps you can find a cheap one that wi 1 1 answer for the 
present. We might send Juliets black one but did not think of it 
till the box was closed. I would not lose it for money. 

Pa is highway surveyor and auditor and out of grand Juror. 
Frank Mosher, Uncle High and Bart H. are the select-men. Langdon 
Monte is grand Juror. We don^t know anything but what Joe will 
stay another year, George has gone to live Cat] Dr, Bills. It 
is cold and blowing today. Fred and Willie are in doors -- both 

ailing. WillieB jg poor and pale -- lives on milk -- his face is 
broke out in cold sores. Mage was real lonesome after you left 
for a few days finally he transferred all of his attachment for 
you upon me. So I can't do any better than to like him. Pa had 
a letter from Uncle Owen (?) he does not like [Vermont weather] 
says that if he were young he would go to Bansae, Oregon or 
California and get a milder climate — Everybody inquires of you 
boys; even Leonard - he had 12 scholars the last day. 
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It is nearly 11 o^’clock we are all tired and my head is 
dizzy and we must be up early to get the box to Tinkham, so 
again, 


At home, 

Eliza Til den 

I forward the box in the morning so you will write on 
receipt of this — we may know that you [have] the box safly in 
your possession. We shall expect a letter from you as soon as 
next Saturday night. I have handed Edward^s Hooks to Sam as 
requested. 


Yours affectionately 
J. C. Til den 


Notes: 

(4) . - Several Rochester girls referred to in these letters found 
employment in the textile mills near Boston. 

(5) - Sam Buell who settled in Meehanicsvi 1 e,Iowa. We met him in 
the 1869 letters written by George Til den. 

He was the son of Samuel Thompson Buell and Jane (Briggs)Buel1. 

(6) - Edward Pierce, George's Cousin and the son of Chester 
Pierce. Eliza (Briggs) Til den and Caroline (Briggs) Pierce were 
sisters. Edward Pierce was born in 1843, and George Tilden was 
born in 1842. (Related families in Rochester.Vermont.) 

Chester Pierce, Edward's father, as indicated in these letters was 
instrumental in sending his son and has nephew to the New London 
School. Chester Pierce had followed closely in the footsteps of 
his father-in-law's business and trade interests in the Rochester 
community. 

(7) - Gramma would have been Eliza (Hodgkins) Briggs,- Eliza 
Tilden's mother. Wife of E.D.Briggs. 

(8) - Willie" was George's brother who was then only eight years 
old. He died 31 May 1860. His mother has described his sickly 
condition near the end of this letter. "Dr. Bill" was Dr. 
Huntington of Rochester. I believe Dr.Bill was an Uncle of Henry 
Huntington who preceded George Tilden to Ames,Iowa in 1869. 


**********************************************************-)f ****** 
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Letter No. 3. 


ELIZA (BRIGGS) TILDEN. Rochester. Vt. to GEORGE G.TI 

London. N.H. 

March 12, 1859 


Dear George: 

We received your letter in due season and were quite 
overjoyed to hear from you once more being in such good health 
and spirits. We feel that you will get along nicely in your 
studies as you get fami 1 iar 1 ized to your 

acquainted you will there form many new and valuable friends, 
your choice of friends make it a point to choose those of good 
moral principle — that possess a kind nature, hence 
religious feelings will lead them to respect and reverance all 

superiority. 


We had a meeting last Sabbath the preacher, CNot the one) 
that was here when you left — he is sound on many points but 
lacking in reverance — hence he cannot do as much good in the 
ministry as in the lecture room. We are to have another man here 
tomorrow. 

We are having some talk here about the New York Tragedy. If 
you read al 1 the papers you see that many throw a dark shade upon 
the character of Lichel if it^s true he is not to be pitied ana 
he had better have thought when he abandoned his wife that it 
belongs to "him that is without sin" to cast the first stone" 
tho I think he done right in shooting Tiez the offence deserves 
it — may it be a lesson that shall work a moral gooa. As for 
the poor unhappy life — I have the greatest pity but no respect. 


We have had a very rainy day. Pa and Joe8 have 

Sugarplace? all day. The snow is deep in the woods 
getting around. This rain will settle the snow. Joe 
down and brought a jug of molasses and we have all had a lick of 
its goodness and we can only wish you and Ed and Sue were here to 
eat a saucerful with us with some of my nice dough nuts. — but 


been in 
— hard 
has come 


that can not be 
get fairly going 
send Sue some if 
not decided yet. 

man with _Foster here 

books and offer good pay. 
Tuesday morn — I don^t 
dissipated place. Jim and 
up Pa^s overcoat and [for] 
all night. Jim worked one 


tonight; but we shall send you some soon as we 
Sap has only run a little two days. We shall 
we send a bundle and she goes to Boston. It is 

Sam9 took some before he went off. There is a 
to hire Sam to go to Hartford to 
He is in Keene — left here 
think he will go. Rutland 
Fred have gone into _ to 

supper. Don"'t know but he will 
day with . 


keep 
1 ast 
is a 
carry 


stay 

-- He got real tired and 
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took cold — he has had a hard cold and so have our children. 
Jim is always kind to me & I feel an interest for him that he may 
make something of a man by and by. 

I read your letter to granpalO and it pleased him much to 
see how well you composed a letter and he wanted to know more 
about Eddie and his studies. So I have been thinking it would be 
a good idea for you and Eddie to write together a letter to 
granpa and grandmother. You don't know how much it would please 
them — they seem to take an interest in every little thing that 
you write — and laughed outright when I read what Eddy said 
about the turnovers. You must remember that you boys were born 
at the Parent home and you seem near to the aged Parents and for 
all their kindness to you in past years you will soon owe a large 
debt of heartfelt gratitude. Did you give the letter to Chester 
that I sent to Caroline. I have never heard from it. Chester 
writes that her health is no better, but I am thinking the 
weather and open air will improve her health. 

I am far from well or strong^! — still I manage to keep the 
wheel rolling and am a little better than no mother to help pilot 
the children over the dangerous precipices of life's currents 
would they hear me. You must have had a nice time at your 
(benefit). We are to have one here next Wenesday eve for the 
benefit of the tan card band at the town hall. Boys, I must tell 
you a little fun we had in the legislative body — Bennet got up 
a bill to have Ca] tax raised upon dogs. Currior, just for fun, 
told him there was an amendment on h i s bill that all dogs with 
their tails cut off should go untaxed. So Bennet, supposing is 
all real, got up and with his gab -- let it all out which brought 
the house down in a roar of laughter and as he was the only one 
that voted for his bill it fell through. Poor Bennet -- had I 
been there he should have had one congenial mind. 

Georgia Peney is spending a few days here round about. She 
has Just come in with Lewis. She leaves these parts Monday 
morning. I expect Lyne will "weep a pipkin full of tears" 
Dueizza Deltabosa." 

Sunday P.M. I have been to church all day had an excellent 
discusion from Dr. Marston pretty good audience but no singing. 
We learn from Sue that Lara Hazon who lived in Windsor and her 
oldest son are sick of Canker rash -- also that it prevails in 
Keene; [it] is very fatal among children. If it gets in where 
you are you and Ed take 2 or 3 pills of Bell on going to bed — 
it prevents taking the disease when it prevails. Do you remember 
when Abby had it that none of you took it. 

Your father and Fred have gone into the Sugarplace -- did 
not intend to go today but he learned last eve that Jerry Jones 
would take some to you as he starts tomorrow morn with a load of 
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goods for Manchester and goes thro g 

up to get some more ® it to sweeten you up 

Must not eat enough to get sick but _ g happy as 

from time to time. No - I suppose you and Ed are as nappy 

clams in deep water. 

If you are hurried in your studies th^at^'a/f'^fs'^wen 

write just send a paper home and we sha "interfere with your 
— but write as often as you can and not *®^® ^ito 

studies. Julie says she shant write to Parties books, 

her. She is choice of her paint art she is i^®^^ ^ . 

Mother gave her a years numbers 8. she has busnes 

Pa has come, tired enough. He ® ”'„^^°The''saD 

but I hope he has seen the hardest part of the sugaring. The sap 

i_ 1 . T losv/^ ^ littl0 p13lC 0 tor him to 

don^t run much today. I shall leave a iix:tie h 

write — 


• ii 


from your Affectionate 
Mother. Eliza B. TiIden 


P.S. Freddy was very much pleased with your letter and he 
commenced one to you but has been so busy making sugar that he 
has not finished it. So sends his love. Abbie and Willie began 
to count the weeks to have you come. Pa says he can not write ,| 
tonight — he had all his chores to do — so we concluded to send y 
the letter by mail. That you may be looking for the sugar in 21 
days by 9. Said perhaps not so long. 


Pa says to tell you he waded into the snow up to his hips to 
get sap enough. Went through on snow shoes and last night Fred 
came behind him to keep from going in all over. The rain or 
something aided it and it would not cake. It is done hard but 
all the better to send you. You can melt some of it. 

Wiliiel2 ^ had inflamed eye -- has to keep it in a wet 
cloth. Jim has some cold and is feverish tonight. Coughs and his 
lungs are sore at times. He will not stand it to go sugaring. 
He only rode up yesterday. Fred stands it pretty well. Heard 
from Lue and she is enjoying life finely — from your Mother 6. 
good night. 


I 


Notes: 


(8) -- "Joe" mentioned may have been Joseph Tilden. 

brother of Julius C. Tilden. 

(9) -• "Sam" probably was Sam Buell, husband of Jane 
Briggs and uncle of George^s, 

CIO) - ELiza^'s father, Ephriam D. Briggs, is George^s 
grandfather. Georges's Grandfather, Josiah Tilden, 



















never lived in Rochester; he lived at Harford,Vt. where 
he had died in 1849. 

(11) - Note reference in these letters to Eliza^s 
health. She died Oct.7,1861 - about 18 months after 
she wrote this letter. The mention here of her health 
may be a suggestion as to the cause of her death. 
Medical knowledge and medical records were limited in 
those days making these words of particular interest. 

(12) - Peviously mentioned, this was William T.Tilden, 
the younger brother of George and Fred. Willie died the 
next year on May 31,1860 at the age of nine. Julius 
and Eliza Tilden had also lost two other sons, Julius 
T. who died Feb.7,1842 at the age of one year and 1 
month, and Harvey B. who died Feb.7,1842 at the age of 
two years and 7 months. 

*************-)f***-)f************************-)f**********^f**:)f ******** 
***************************************************************** 
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The above photos were taken when George was in the Union j 


Army, stationed near Washington,D.C., and when Lydia was 
attending Mount Holyoke College at South Hadley. 
Massachusetts. Most of the following group of letters were 
written by George during his Union Army service in the years 
1862 through 1865. 


■ 

I 
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■)<•*************************************•)(.************************** 

III.-Civil War Letters 


The next twenty two letters were written in the years 1862 
through 1865. George G.Tilden, age nineteen when the Civil War 
began, had entered early and was on duty with his Vermont 
Regiment. These letters begin with Goeorge writing to his 
younger brother, Frederick C.Tilden, then almost thirteen, who 
remained back in Vermont. Their mother had died in October of 
1861, and their father,Ju1ius Clark Tilden, had gone over the 
mountain from Rochester to Bethel,Vermont to help operate the 
mill located there. 

Here are a few of the letters that Julius wrote to his sons 
during this period. George writes to his brother giving him 
advice and expressing his concern for the welfare of the younger 
brother. Fred was only fourteen when he Joined George in the 
Vermont Regiment's ranks, and George's feeling of concern 
continues. George Tilden and Lydia Ann Cooper had known each 
other for a long time and the last portion of these letters would 
be the love letters of a soldier to his sweetheart. We do not 
have Lydia's letters to George. Saving letters received on 
the battlefield would not have been possible. Notice the 
reference to the thoughts of going westward after the war. 
Julius and Fred seem to have been the first to talk along those 
1ines. 


These letters were saved and preserved for us. By reading 
these we may learn more about the personalities of the people of 
that day and of the hardships endured during the War period. It 
was out of this background life experience, that many of the 
people who were a part of these communications would come to Iowa 
within a few years after the Civil War's end in 1865. Goerge, 
his brother, Fred, and their father, Julius, all came to 
Ames,Iowa in 1869/70 where they became a part of a new country. 

This group of letters fill us in on the people that we met 
in the series of letters presented earlier in this collection. 


*****************************')^*************-)f ********************* 
***************************************************************** 
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Letter No. 1 


GEORGE G. TILDEN, Ft. Slocum^, Washington, DC, Union Army to FRED 
C. TILDEN, Rochester, VT. 

October 18, 1862 
Dear Brother Fred 

Your kind and interesting letter has just been perused by 
me. I am glad to see you so punctual about writing to me. I was 
Just thinking before your letter came that I had not heard from 
home for some time. I was glad to hear that Albert had been 

promoted, for I think he wi 1 1 be a good officer, one worthy of a 

much higher office than he holds. Tonite a number of our boys 
have been over to see the 13th and 12th regts. Today they say 

there are_body of men. I was glad to hear that Eat 

was getting better. I hope his health will continue to improve. 
We have got through chopping^ — we chopped over a good deal of 
ground — two hundred akers I should think, of heavy timber. I 

think I wrote in one of my letters that some of the timber was 

maple. I was mistaken. It was the first day of chopping and 
what I took to be maple proved to be oak! Where we now are we 
have a chance to see a good many fat cattle and a large number of 
baggage teams — some of the trains are so long that it takes 

them a full half hour to pass. Om^ was right about the calm 
before the storm. We have had quite a storm soon in Kentucy. I 
think it was a hard fought battle the details of which I have not 
yet learned. 

I don^t believe the storm is over yet for the Fall. I see 
things most every day to convince me that there will be heavy 

fighting in Virginia before long. One thing is they are clearing 
out the Hospitals in the vicinity at a rapid rate by giving 
furloughs and discharged some seven hundred per day. Another is 
the nine months men are being pushed into the field as fast as 
possible. Last night a large number of batteries passed along 
here enroute for McClellan's Army. I wrote a letter to father 
the other day and told him I had enclosed some powder but forgot 
to put it in. I will try and remember to put some into this 
letter -- also a cap such as we use to fire a cannon. You place 
the long end in the vent — string is attached to the hood in the 
end of the wire. At the command of "fire" the man stationed for 
that purpose — pulls the string. The guns in the Ft. weigh from 

two to three tons — when they are fired they make quite a noise. 

I tell you it must be deafening to fire them al 1 at a time. I 
have got a large sty on my eye lid — it is very painful and my 
eye is weak so you will have to excuse me if I close pretty soon. 
I have found out that we can't have a cook out of the ranks so we 
have a colored boy pay him ten dol lars per month. He is 

ninteen years old smart as steel — a contraband from Virginia 
he says his master went into the rebel army so he thought he 
would take French leave -- he did not come till this evening. I 
will write you more about him some other time. 

Love to all, write soon — George 

(See Notes on next page.) 
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Notes: 

(1) Ft. Slocum - one of the sixty-eight fortifications placed on 
perimeter of Washington, D.C. during the Civil War. Located about 
three miles due north of City and three miles south of Silver 
Springs. 

<2) George's Uncle Albert Clarke who advanced to high rank during 
the Civil War. Married Josephine Briggs, daughter of Ephriam 
D.Briggs. (George's Uncle Albert). 

(3) A post script to side of letter said “fell timber to get 
range for Art. front of Fort.“<Art.= Artillery) 

(4) Omri Goodnow - of Rochester - and brother-in-law of George's. 

Omri and George's sister (Susan) married in 1860 - moved to Iowa 
in 1869, and lived for many years on their farm south westerly of 
Ames. Their farm was sold to the Iowa State College and later 
became the Iowa State Horticultural Farm just west of State 
Street, southwest of the ISU campus. 

***#*****-)f ******************************************************* 
****>^*****-)f ************************************************* ****** 


Letter No. 2 

GEORGE G. TILDEN, Ft. Slocum, Washington, DC, Union Army, to FRED 
C. TILDEN, Rochester, VT. 


October 30th, 1862 
Dear Brother Fred - 

Will try and answer your kind letter of 26th. You spoke of 
going to the Cider Mill — I would like to get a lick at it — I 
have had some twice -- had to pay 6 cents per glass 
everything is very high here. Apples are from two to five dollars 
per bbl. We have 2 black boys now for waiters. I don't think we 
shal 1 keep but one of them after pay day we had to have some one 
— could not draw pay for a waiter. We pay them five $ per month 
and clothe them. Contrabands arrive here most every day. There 
was one here yesterday prob. from Richmond. He said the slaves 
we(re) leaving as fast as possible — said if they caught one 
trying to run away they put him to death and if he was found with 
powder or any kind of fire arm he would (be) put to death. I 
tell you they are afraid of the blacks. You say the hills are 
covered with snow. It seems odd to think of it here the leaves 
are Just falling caused by a frost we had Monday night — it 
froze water in our water pail so the ice was as thick as window 
glass. We have had several raw windy days lately full as 
disagreeable as any we have in Vermont — and the mud is 
terrible. The next time Archy gets under the roller he must 
spoke shave it off. You know what I mean by that don't you? 

What did you mean about going to Gaysville to work in the mill? 
I was surprised I think someone wrote me some time ago something 
about (it) and Father trying to get a place in Windsor but have 
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& 1 ca<^ ♦'KAt. vou Sind Fsithcr W6r8 
not heard anything about It since enough to go with. As for 
going out West soon as you coui everyone tells me that it is a 
that I don^t know what to th‘"k "- every think? I think 

bad time now to go West. school this Winter some 
the best thing you can do is t 9 find a place somewhere in 
where and learn all you can. J ^ ^ „hen you come to go 
town to work for your board. I wHl want an education. In 
out into the World for yoursel y Father to go West I will 
the spring if thought best fJd path®" " 

find you the money. This is to y ^_ 

full — I will close with a kind good night 
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Letter No. 3 


GEORGE G.TILDEN, Ft.Slocum - Washington.D.C. to Fred C.Tilden 
Rochester, Vermont. 


Nov. 22,1862 


Brother Fred: 

I was thinking of you last night and it popped into my mind 

that I owed you a letter. I resolved to write you one today so i 

Will set myself about it this morning. Father wrote me 
are going to live with MaJ .Richmond^ this winte . 
will be a good place - you must try to do well. Tend to your 

books closely . If you try Fred you can be a good scholar. it 

is a cold place up there on the branch but you must bundle up 
warm and bluster through. Wh is going to teach up there? I hope 
you will have a good teacher. If you don^t by all means do not 
have any trouble with him - it would give you a bad name and be 
an injury to you besides. 


It has been raining here the past three days and it is muddy 
enough. This morning the sun has come out bright and it is warm 
and pleasant. The farmers are at work on their land. Some are 
plowing - others are setting out cabbage and turnip plants. It 
seems queer to even see them doing such work this time of year. 
Such things grow all winter here - you will see all sizes of them 
in fields now. I had a letter from Ed Lyman last night. He was 
near Washington when he wrote. He is well and fat as a pig - he 
says all they have to eat is salt pork and hard bread. They have 
lived on that for the last three weeks. I should think it rather 
tuff fodder to fatten on - wouldn't you. Plan Job to go today to 
go with the men to cut logs to build barracks for winter so my 
letter will be short. It continues to be sickly here - a good 
many have got the mumps very hard and quite a number of officers 
are sick. Three Capts. and four Lieuts - Capt. Rice the leader 
of the Montpelier band are in the city sick with the black 
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Jaundice, Lieut, H_ of Co, B (was) thrown from a horse last 

Sunday and was very badly injured. His face was all torn to 
pieces and he was crazy for twenty four hours. The Dr. told me 
yesterday that he would get well but his recovery would be slow. 
The QM is getting well quite fast. He rides out most every day. 
Do you hear from Sam, The last I heard he was reported dead. I 
think it must be untrue as I have not heard anything about (it) 
since. 

Now Fred be a good boy - give my love to al1 and write soon - 

From your brother - George 
Note: 

(5) - Probably Horace Richmond, father of the Albert Richmond who 
settled in Ames.Iowa after the Civil War. The Richmond farm was 
located in Rochester's North Hollow. 

***^<-*****************#***********#******************************* 


Letter No. 4 

George G.Ti1 den,Ft.S1ocum. Washington,D.C, to Fred 
C.Ti1 den.Rochester.Vermont. 

Feb,18.1963 
Dear Brother Fred: 

Your kind favor of the 15th came to hand this eve and is 
before me. I see your war fever is still raging - I guess you 
haven't followed my directions. Fred, you have but a small idea 
of the hardship the soldier is called upon to endure. Those of 
the Private are much more ordered than the commissioned or 

non-commissioned officers. Last night I was on picket. While I 
was out the snow fell nearly a foot and it is now raining. I 

tell you it is a hard life to be a soldier. There has been 
several men accidentally shot while on picket this winter. Night 
before last while on picket a man attempted to cross the pickett 
line. The sentry near where he was crossing saw him and 

commanded him to halt (fold in letter here makes a line 

unreadable) -but turned his course in a backward direction. 

The sentry then reloaded his rifle and while ramming the 
cartridge it went off — the ramrod and the ball passing through 
his hand. When the ramrod came down it struck within ten feet of 

him and went into the ground nearly half its length. That is 

what the boys call a (close) call. There has been several 

cases in our Regt. this winter. 

If it should be thought best for you to come out here you had 

better not come for the oresent for I think that there is but 

little doubt but what tne small pox will spread through the Regt. 

for it has already got a hold. A man in Company H was taken 

with it last Sunday - at least that was the first they new he had 
the smallpox - he had been sick for several days. There is a 
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=,oodn,.ny sle. with 

Hart our com. is hard ^ick with them. j ^ ^, jg f^u so 

fifty men in the Regt. The ^boy I was working with 

they have to remain in the barracks. in y _ 

the night I wrote to you has got to die 

rheumatic fever. It is too bad b that is predisposed to 

and well. This is a hard place for anyone that is preaispos 

the rhumatism. You would not wish to come wou should 

stay. I expect to stay but still I may not If the Col. should 

order me before a board of examination I think board 

and get an honorable discharge rather than go ‘^J^o'-e the board 
and run the risk of being (demoted). There t'vo ^ 

ordered before the board this morning and they SO"e to the 

city to be examined. I don^t know how they will J 

will write and let you know. Don^t tell anyone what i have 
written you unless it is one of our folks. Be a good boy and 
write to me soon. Give my love to all - your affectionate 

- George 

I guess I had better call this an answer to all three of your 
1etters. 

Letter No.5 


GEORGE G.TILDEN, Fort Slocum - Washington D.C. to Fred C.Tilden, 
Rochester, Vermont. 

Apri1 5, 1963 
Dear Brother: 

« 

Your kind letter of the 29th inst.came to hand in due season 
and perused with much pleasure. You say you had trouble with 
Richmond. I am sorry. Please write me what it was. It is 
better sometimes to suffer a wrong than to have any trouble for 
it gives a young man a bad name. If try and do well in the 
future you will have no trouble gaining a good name. Now Fred 
have pride and remember you are my only brother and that I love 
you and that it would give me great pleasure to hear of your good 
name. If you say that the future looks dark - so i t does to me 
but we must not yield to trifles but meet the reverses of 
fortunes with stout hearts - live not wholly for ourselves but 
that we may make others happy. 

We have had some very pleasant weather but some very cold 
storms. This morning when I first got up this morning - there I 
have made a mistake. El dr iedge is making such a noise that I am 
most crazy. George lies for I have made (no) noise today. Now I 
will say what I started to - it was stormy and the wind was 
blowing boistrously - it reminded me of a storm day in Vermont. 
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It is now afternoon and it still continues to snow. The snow 
is nearly a foot deep. We shall have a warm day soon and then we 
shall have wind - a plenty of it. I wrote a note day before 
yesterday but forgot to put it in the office so I shall send both 
Cat) a time. 

Geo. G.Ti1 den 

***************************************************************** 


Letter No. 6 

GEORGE G. TILDEN, Ft. Slocum, Washington, DC, to JULIUS C. 
TILDEN, Rochester, VT. 

May 8, 1863 
Dear Father - 

Thinking you would be glad to hear from me even if I don^t 
write but a little — I will try and write you a few lines. I am 
in a great hurry. Yesterday I went down to Clifftown Barracks 
where there are 8 hundred Rebs taken at Fredericksburg this last 
battle. I tell you they are a hard looking lot of men -- no two 
of them dressed alike. — black and dirty. We have been animated 
at success of Hooker for the past few days — but it is rumored 
here this morning that he has been beaten and is now this side of 
the river. Perhaps the report is false — if it is true we are 
badly whipped. Enclosed you will find a two hundred order^. 
Please answer immediately. 

Your affectionate Son - 


George G. Til den 

Note: 

(6) - Apparently a money order for two hundred dollars. 




Letter No. 7 

GEORGE G. TILDEN, Ft. Slocum, Washington, DC, to FRED C. TILDEN. 
Rochester, VT. 

May 22nd 1863 

Dear Brother: 

Your kind favor of the 22nd that was the date you gave it -- 
but I think you were mistaken — came at hand this afternoon and 
I hasten to reply. You say the reason they wont let you come is 
they fear it will make trouble for me. I will risk that. I know 
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. , sHslI I Qiv0 iTiy consent 

something how you ^ t feel confident that you will do the 

to have you come out here. l teei 

best you can. "7 

I will write to Father this 5"1 i^^^JulT i^n^'vtl 

give his consent. It is very warm ^ __ aig© have 

This morning I had some (leftovers) .^hv here now than it 

had some green beans. It is much more healthy here 

has been for a long time. 

Sergt. MeWainS writes that he wants to get back 

is so lonesome in Vt. I think it must be. ^t^e^ 

F 9 at Walcott — tell him I believe he owes me a letter. 

is no more) new to write so I wi 1 1 <=> ® Unfior 

out with a fatigue party this afternoon and they are waiting for 

ijie — in haste — your affectionate Brother, 

Geo. G. Til den 


Notes: _ 

( 7 ) - Fred was age 14 when this letter was written. George was 

then age 20. 

(8) - Sergt. Edwin J.McWain of Randolph, Vermont. He was in 
Gorge's Union Army Company at the end of the war. 

(9) - Possibly Henry Wolcott also mention in letter No.8. 


Letter No. 8 

JULIUS C. TILDEN, Bethel VT to FRED C. TILDEN, Windsor, VT. 


June 9, 1863 
Dear Son Frederic, 

Yours was rec'd last night. I was glad to hear that you 
were well. I had expected a letter from you last week. Hope you 
will find time to write often. I did not think to tell you that 
the crank to the saw mill broke Saturday morning before you went 
to Windsor. We were hindered one week — still my time was 
occupied in the Grist Mill. 

I am glad you are pleased with the appearance of Windsor 
Streets. I think it one of the pleasant villages of Vermont. 
You did not mention my friend How -- so conclude that you have 
not seen them. Hope you wont fail to deliver my letter to them. 
You will find them excellent people. You will find Merrifield 
and wife. She was Shelia Smith, daughter of Uncle Samuel. Mr. 
How will introduce you to them if you will ask him about them. I 
rec'd a letter from George at the same time I did yours. He 
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writes that he is glad that you have concluded to learn a trade 
— thinks it will result better for you. Mrs. Davis writes to 
Mrs. Woodbury that he is much pleased with you and I have the 

utmost confidence that he will instruct you as fast as he can; 

but you must be patient and learn the business thoroughly — and 
when you are master of the trade you can always find employment. 

I have not heard from Rochester since you left. If can find 

time I shall write JulialO tonight. I have not been feeling well 

for the last few days. Think I shall rest better if you are 
contented and happy in your present condition. 

The papers give the rumor of the fall of Vixburg. I hope it 
[ has -- but it has cost a vast amount of blood and suffering. 

I Gen. Banks has had a hard struggle at Port Hudson -- reported 

loss of four thousand of his troops. Do you know anything more 
about James and Samuel Buell, if you do please write. 

* 

I If you don''t get over your head ache you had better advise 

: with Mr. Davis and get some bitters for you stomach. Write soon 

and much obiige. 

Your father, 

i Ju1ius C. Ti1 den 

Note: 

I (10).- Julia Til den, one of Fred's and George's three sisters. 

************#-)f *************************************************** 


Letter No. 9 

; 

! GEORGE G. TILDEN, Ft. Slocum, Washington, DC to FRED C. TILDEN, 
Windsor, VT. 

I August 28, 1863 

Dear Brother Fred - 

I have been thinking for several days that I would write you 
a letter and should have done so had I not so much to do -- and 
besides I have been sick. Eldredge wrote me that you are all 
right and getting along nicely. I shall be glad when you get out 
here. I heard this evening that B at Lll would be here tomorrow. 

We have got every thing ready for them — tents pitched etc. You 
must keep up good cheer -- you will be out here before long. 
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I had a 

is dead, 
say 


were we 11 


Brisom 


letter from Suel2 yesterday all 

I presume you have heard al1 about it 
no more about it. I had a letter from^Sam Buell 


Wing 

so I will oay IIV-* mv/i, ^ 
not long since. He is well — has been promoted to Lieut 
D. 7th Vt. You may think I am rather short but I haven t 
write more now — so good night 


in Co. 
time to 


George 


Notes: 


(11).- This would have to be General Burnside, McClellan s 
successor as commander of the Union Army in the East, and 
President Lincoln. 


(12).- Susan Tilden, another of George's three sisters. She was 
the wife of Omri Goodnow. They farmed in Rochesters s North 

Hollow. 


(13).- Sam Buell, cousin of George's. Sam was the son of Sam 
T.Buell and Jane (Briggs) Buell. They would also settle in Iowa 
after the war. (At Mechanicsvi11e,Iowa) 

******.)^***********##**#****************************************** 

Letter No. 10 

GEORGE G.TILDEN, Patrick Station to LYDIA A.COOPER, Rochester,Vt. 

Feb.4,1864 
My Dar1ing Lydia 

I arrived here night before last so you see I was on the 
road four days. I shall always remember it as a lonely 
journey. I thought over the many pleasant hours I passed with 
you while at home and as I thought it seemed like a dream. Dear 
girl I love you with all my heart and it was hard for me to leave 
you and come back to the Army - but I suppose it is my duty. So 
I wi11 try and endure the trial with courage and hope for better 
days. 

Capt. El dredge is here settling up his business with the 
Government. I have been very busy returns for the past month. 

We are under marching orders so I was anxious to get my 
writing done before we moved where we are going - for what 
purpose we know not. Perhaps we shall go from here - my opinion 
is that we shall not. 

Fred is well - he appeared very glad to see me back again. 
If the marching orders are countermanded soon I think I shal1 be 
able to get him a furlough some time this month. It is very warm 
today - seems like May in Vermont - not a particle of snow to be 
seen. How different from Vermont only a few days ago I was 
riding over the big snow drifts with you for my companion. Those 
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were happy moments - I love to think of them. It Is twenty 
minutes past four P,M, I wonder where you are - I guess you 
have Just returned from your labors and are in the kitchen 
chatting with your Aunt. I hope she is feeling better than when 
I first got home. Has she said anything about her trouble since 
I came away. I haven't time to write more before the mail goes 
out so I will close for this time. Hoping that you will excuse 
the few imperfect lines knowing that they are from me who loves 
thee dearly. Thy own - 

George 

Remember me to your father 
and all the friends. 




Letter No. 11 

GEORGE G.TILDEN, Ft.Slocum - Washington,D.C. to Lydia Ann Cooper, 
South Hadley, Mass.14 


March 19,1864 


My Dear Darling Lydia 

I haven't time to write but a few lines this morning but I 
feel that I must let you know that I have received your kind and 
loving note and my heart is full of joy. Dear Lydia this is the 
happiest moment of my life. 


We are having very busy times now drilling Battalion and 
Brigade drill - the Regt.is to assemble at 9 this A.M. for that 
purpose. We drill infantry most of the time now for we expect to 
take the field as Infantry in the Spring campaign. If I thought 
it a possible thing I would try and obtain a furlough that I 
might go and see you before the Regt.goes from here - but as I 
had a furlough last Fall I don't suppose it would be possible. 


Please send me your photograph - I will 
as I get some. I have an ambrotype which I 


send you mine as soon 
enc1ose. 


Note: 


Yours ever 

George 


(14) - Lydia Ann Cooper was a student at Mount Holyoke College 
located at South Hadley, MA. She graduated in 1866. 


********************************-)^*****************#************** 
****************************************************** ^**-K-******* 
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GEORGE G.TILDEN.Ft. 
Hadley, Mass. 


Letter No. 12 


Bunker Hill. 


D.C. to LYDIA ANN COOPER, South 


Apri1 27,1864 


My dear Lydia 

It is with great pleasure that I acknowledge receipt of your 
letter while written in Lowell and the one of the 23 inst. ^>3° 
the catalogues. Please accept my warmest thanks for both of hem. 

I feel guilty for not answering your kind and loving letter 
before this late hour but I trust that you will pardon me this 
time - wont you. 

You wish to know if I like the idea of staying here this 
summer and if it is a pleasant locality. It is a very pleasant 
locality we can see the most of the city from the fort - turning 
our eyes a little to the South we behold the Capital - solid, 
silent and with the figure of freedom crowning the dome it is 
sternly beautiful and in my opinion certain to stand for ages. 
Perhaps, however, the coming battle will decide that. 

You can hardly form an idea of the mighty preparations that 
have been made for the coming battle that has perhaps already 
begun. I can almost fancy that I hear the sound of the bugle 
and the roar of the canon coming over the hills beyond the 
Potomac. But this is not answering your questions so I will 
return to that. 

I must say that I am anxious to have the Regt.take the field 

- not that I have any particular wish to face the cannon^s mouth 

- but I don^t wish it said that we have never been in any battle. 
We now have nearly eighteen hundred well drilled men and sixty 
fine officers. I believe we have as good a Reg'^t.as thereis in 
the U.S.A.and will fight as well. Just give them an opportunuty 

- and I think we shall have it soon. 

It is reported that we are to be relieved last of the week 
by Artly'' Regts.from the East. We go instead of them because we 
are drilled in the evolutions of the Battalion and the Brigade - 
and they are not. Last Monday night the 9th Army corps under 
Gen.Burnside passed by our fortifications - they were a splendid 
1 ot. 


I forgot to thank you for the picture. It is a good one. I 
think everything of it. 


George 
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Letter No. 13 


GEORGE G.TILDEN. Coal Harbor•Va. to Lydia Ann Cooper, South 
Hadley,Mass. 

June 6,1864 
My Dear Lydia 

I have Just heard that there will be an opportunity to send 
out a letter this evening so that I will write a line or two so 
that you will know that I am alive and well. As usual our 
Regt.took part in an engagement on the 1st. Our loss was quite 
heavy - our company had thirteen wounded - one of them has since 
died. H.Turner lost his right leg - he is doing well - he has 
been sent to Washington. Lieut.Newton was killed the same day. 
Frank Parsons from Rochester saw him buried the next morning. It 
is sad to think of it - we have been on the front line of 
entrenchments the past two days. We are about fifteen rods from 
the Rebs front line. We keep up a fire of musket most of the 
time. Have had a few men wounded today. One killed from 3rd Ut. 

We got possession of this ground by bayonet charge. The 
Regt. that made it was badly cut up. The 8th N.Y.an 
Arty .Rgt. that camp with us lost over six hundred men. Some of 
the wounded still lay in the field only a few rods from us. We 
heard one poor fellow cry for water this P.M.- they have been 
there since the 3rd inst. The 3rd Regt.boys threw out a rope 
this P.M. and drew in a wounded man. He was wounded through 
both legs and one arm. His right leg was broken. It is thought 
that there is a chance for him to live. If it is dark tonight we 
are going to try and get off some more of the wounded. I have 
had but one letter since I left Washington. That was from you 
dear Lydia - how shall I ever pay you for your kind loving 
letters. They comfort me in my lonely hours and give me courage 
in the hour of danger. 

This is a bad looking letter but it don^t look any worse than 
I do - for I am ragged and dirty. I haven't seen Fred since day 
before yesterday. His Battalion is back with the Reserve where I 
last saw him. He was quite unwell - this is a hard place for 
the sick - none are taken care of except the wounded. I have 
lost your photograph since we left. I wish you would send me 
another. I have something to tell you. What do you guess it is 
that I have joined - the Free Masons - I have taken but one 
degree. Please write what you think about it. This is a hard 
place to write and my pencil is a very poor one - so I guess I 
will close. Please write soon. I am as ever your true and 
loving friend. 


Ever thy own 


George 


George 
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GEORGE G.T 
Cooper, Sou 


Letter No. 14 

ILDEN, Camp South of Petersburg,Va 
th Hadley, Mass. 


to Lydia Ann 


July 2,1864 


My Dar1ing Lydia 

I wi 1 1 now spend a few moments in replying to your much 
welcome letter of the 26th inst. which came at hand this A.M. It 
gives me great pleasure to get letters from my friends but one 
from you is very dear to me. You say it is very warm there. I 
presume it is - I thought that I had suffered with the heat in 
Vermont “ but never knew the first letter till this summer. It 
IS terrible hot,dry and dusty. We have not had any rain since 
the 4th of June. The dust in the roads is nearly ankle deep. 
The water is very poor - the men drink poorer water than you ever 
see given to a horse in Vermont. My health is quite poor and has 
been the past two weeks. 

I am the only officer with the Company so I have to work very 
hard. I presume you have seen an account of the casualties of 
the 23rd of June. I was in the hospital that day - got back to 
the Company the evening after the unhappy affair to find nearly 
half of the company C that was present when I left three days 
before) missing and in the hands of the enemy - when they will 
return to us again no one can form the least idea. Sunday 
Morning - July 3rd: This is a beautiful morning - the sun is 
Just peeping up in the East - it is very red and I think it is 
going to be a terribly hot day. My mind wanders back to the 
green hills of Vermont and is filled with pleasant memories of 
the past. I contrast our present situation here surrounded by 
the bustle of the camp with that of our quiet homes and ask 
myself when will this terrible strife be over. 

Tomorrow will be the 4th I wonder how I shall spend the day. 
I wish I could spend it in Rochester and you be there - it would 
be a happy day for me. I see the Rochester boys in the 
Regt.quite often. George Eaton is working at Corps Hd.Quarters 
for Gen.Wright and Staff. He has a good place and I think he 
will be able to keep it during his term of service. I do not 
know where Ed Cooper is but I think he is at Brattleboro in the 
Veteran^s Reserve Corps. I had a letter from Julie yesterday. 
She writes about paying you a visit - said she had a splendid 
time. I have but a very little spare time so I trust you will 
excuse my short hasty written letters. Won't you Darling write 
soon to one who loves you dearly - 

Thine own - George 
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Letter No. 15 

GEORGE G.TILDEN. Bolliver Heights* Va. to Lydia A.Cooper. 
Rochester.Vt. 

August 25.1864 
Dear Lydia 

It has been quite a time since I have written to you. Please 
pardon me for the neglect - I assure you that I think of you very 
oftenand long for the day to come when I can fold you in my arms 
as in the days that have past - those days ever happy ones for me 
and I hope and trust that they are soon to return. 

Our Div. had an engagement with the enemy Sunday the 21st 
inst. Perhaps you would be interested with some of the details 
of the battle. The army was encamped near Charlestown - the 6th 
Corps about two miles beyond on the direct road to Winchester. 
The 19th Corps was on our left - their left resting on the Blue 
Ridge. The 8th* Corps on our right - their right resting on the 
Potomac. The cavalry was distributed through the line. After 9 
O^Clock after everything was perfectly quiet - the men had their 
guns apart cleaning them getting in condition for inspection 
which was to come off at 10 o^clock. The first we knew the enemy 
was advancing and driving in our pickets. 

Before we could send out a force to support them they had 
(fallen) back most to our camp. My opinion is that it was a 
complete surprise and had it not been for the cool bravery of 
Gen.Getty I think we should have been obliged to retreat in 
disorder but as it was he rallied the men advanced a heavy 
skirmish line and drive the enemy nearly a mile. At this time 
our Lt. Col was mortally wounded. Sargt.Field from Hancock 
(and) our color bearer were killed and thirty wounded. Four 
others on the right were killed - and thirty wounded. 

Gen.Getty was on the front line all day and displayed great 
bravery. He had his horse shot dead while riding along the line 
we were stationed He remained near his horse till his orderly 
brought up another. He mounted him and went on about his 
business as if nothing had happened. We held our lines until two 
o^clock the next morning when we fell back to our present 
position. Clark Henry was wounded in his left arm - the rest of 
the Rochester boys came out uninjured. The loss of the 
Vt.Brigade was 136 killed and wounded - judging from the amount 
of amunition we expended I think the enemy loss in out front must 
have been more than ours. 

The Ordinance Officer tells me that the Vt.Brigade expended 
forty thousand rounds of amuition during the day. The enemy are 
reported in heavy force.on our front. I hardly think they will 
attack us here for we have got the best position. My health is 
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the hardshps of the 


good if it 
soldier's 1 


only continues. I can endure 
ife as well as the best of them. 


Fred is well and wishes 
sounds for us to fall in for 


to be remembered to you. The bugle 
inspection. So Good Morning 

Ever thine - George 


******^***^ 
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My grandnother, Lydia Ann Cooper, of Rochester,Vermont was the young lady shown in the center front of this 
1865 photo. These were the graduates of the Barre Academy of Bar re, Vermont, that year. . Lydia attended Mount 
Holyoke College in 1862/63, 1863/64 and in 1865/66. She attended Barre Academy in the school year of 
186^65. She then graduated from Mount Holyoke College in 1866. One of Lydia's classmates, also graduating 
from Barre Academy in 1865, was Eunice E.Elnerson, of Rochester,Vt., who was Mary (Qnerson) Cooper's youn^r 
half sister. Eunice was Lydia's Aunt, but being of similar age were more like cousins. See page 212. 





























Tilden Letters Continued: 1864 on Thru end of Civil War 

##*********************************->t-)f**************************** 

Letter No. 16 


GEORGE G.TILDEN, Camp Russell, Va. to Lydia Ann Cooper, 

Rochester, Vt. 

Dec. 1,1864 
My Dar1ing Lydia 

I believe that I wrote you in my last letter that I expected 
to pay you a visit soon. I regret to say that there is to be no 
more furloughs granted in this Corps. We are under marching 
orders. When we are going remains to be seen. Rumors say that 
we are going to Petersburg. The 1st Division of the Corps 
started for Washington this A.M. We shal 1 go tomorrow or next 
day. It may be that we are going to reinforce Sherman. 

(Part of letter appears missing here) 

I shall enjoy the pleasure of visiting my home and friends 
this winter - but if fate decrees it otherwise I must bow in 
humble submission - though it may be hard to bear. How I wish I 
could see you before we have another battle. It seems a long 
time since we met. 

Poor Fred he is very much disapointed as well as myself. We 
never anticipated a pleasant time. It is now nearly time for 
the mail to go out so I must close with much love and many 
kisses. I am your loving - George 

In Haste 


******)f *********************************************************** 
***************************************************************** 




Letter No. 17 


GEORGE G.TILDEN, Camp Patrick Station, Va. to Lydia Ann Cooper, 
Rochester, Vt. 

Feb.5,1865 

My dear Darling Lydia 

One week ago tonight I was with you - now I 
the front lines of the works of the Potomac Army. It is time f 
me to ?ay down to rest - but I can not until I ten a few 

lines to you. The day that has past was the Sabbath but I have 

been hard at work doing some of the Regt.Business should 

have been done in my absence. We have been under orders since 

four o^ clock this morning to be ready to move at a moments 

notice, the (4)th Corps and the 2nd Division of the 2nd marched 
to the left this morning at 4 o'clock. They commenced fighting 
about ten at Hatcher's Run about five miles from here. The 
battle lasted until after dark and will doubtless commence in the 
morning at daylight. The enemy has not yet sent many troops away 
from our front - so it is thought that we shal 1 remain here to 
hold these works. The 1st Div. of our Corps marched this evening 
to reinforce the 5th and 2nd Corps. There will be a hard fought 
battle tomorrow. May God help the right and give us victory. I 
received a Commission this P.M. as Capt.of Battery K - may I 
never disgrace it. 

Darling I would like to see you tonight 
impossible so I will think and dream of you. 

Capt. El dredge says - come to bed - so I 
goodnight - many kisses from your true loving friend 

George 

Please write soon. 


but 

that 

i s 

wi 1 1 

bid 

you 


***************************************************************** 

***************************************************************** 
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Letter No. 18 


GEORGE G.TILDEN, Patrick Station, Va. to LYDIA ANN COOPER, Barre, 
Vtl5 


March 26. 1865 
Dar1ing Lydia 

Your kind and loving letter of the 8th inst. was received 
this P.M. I can not tell you how glad I was to hear from you 
today for you have been constantly in my mind since I returned 
from the field of battle last evening. I thank God that my life 
has been spared through one more hard fought battle. I feel that 
I have much to live for and that there is much happiness in store 
for me. I know that I should always be happy when I am with you. 
The papers will make you well acquainted with the details of 
yesterday^s battle e^'re you receive this, but perhaps you would 
like to hear what I have to say about it so you will be 
satisfied. The enemy made an attack on the 9th Corps first 
before daylight and drove them from their works. They brought 
up reinforcements - recaptured their works and captured two 
thousand prisoners. Our Brigade marched to reinforce them but 
had not gone more than half a mile when a dispatch was received 
that the enemy had been repulsed so we returned to camp to await 
orders. At one P.M. we received orders to get the men ready to 
attack the enemy^s works at a moments notice. At three o'^clock 
the brigade closed in mass and charged. We advanced under a very 
heavy fire of artillary but fortunately for us their guns were 
very badly aimed and most of the shot passed over us. We carried 
their entrenched skirmish line and captured about four hundred 
prisoners. Our loss was very small - only nine wounded and one 
killed in our regiment - none in my company. The 1st and 3rd 
Brigade of our Div. the 2nd lost a good many men but inflicted a 
much heavier loss upon the enemy. I understand that the Army of 
the Potomac took between four and five thousand prisoners during 
the day. 

Monday morning - March 27th: The enemy made an attack on 
our advance line this morning about an hour before day. They 
charged with three lines of battle and were repulsed with heavy 
loss. Our boys were prepared for them and gave them a warm 
reception. There are indications of a big move before many days. 
This morning we were required to send in a list of those who were 
unable to march I think the Rebellion is about to make the last 
struggle. Your peculiar friend seems to be quite a politician 
his ideas are the same as advanced by Pres.Lincoln when he and 
Hunter Stevens and Campbel1 at Fortess Monroe - except those 
advanced relative to the Monroe Doctrine which I think are very 
good. If we revive the Monroe Doctrine we shall say to France - 
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take your 
do. We 
Rebe111 on 
Wi11 have 
pass to go 
battle, 
friends. 


foot off of Mexico - v;hich I presume she will refuse to 

shall then have employment for our army 
is put down. I haven't had any pictures taken yet. 
some as soon as I can go to the city poin . a 

day before yesterday but didn't go on account of the 


Fred sends much love - my regards to al I Rochester 


From your loving friend - Geo. 

Note: 

(15) - Here we have George's feelings as the Civil War aproaches 
the end. Just six days after he wrote this letter, on April 

2,1865, George was breveted Major in the field for brave and 
meritorius service. On that date during the battle for 
Petersburg, George received permission to seek out an enemy 
Artillery unit. With about a dozen men of his selection he 
captured two pieces of artillary and took 11 commissioned officers 
and 62 enlisted men of the Forty-second Mississippi Regiment as 
prioners. (Vermont in the Civil War - Vol.I page 589 and Vol.II 
page 387.) 

Lydia Ann Cooper graduated from the Barre Accademy before 
completing her courses at Mount Holyoke College. See page 62 and 
also note No. 15 on page 190. 




Letter No. 19 

GEORGE G.TILDEN, Dranesvi1e,Virginia to LYDIA ANN COOPER, 
Barre,Vermont. 


May 3,1865 
My Dear Lydia 

Your kind and loving letter of the 14th inst. received last 
evening. How good you were to write again so soon. I must try 
to write oftener to repay you for your kindness. Nothing of 
importance has occurred since my last - only a forced march from 
Burkesville to the place a distance of one hundred and thirteen 
miles in four days and five hours. I suppose we were ordered to 
cooperate with Gen. Sherman's arm the next day after we arrived 
here . Information was received here that Gen.Johnston had 
surrendered on the same terms as were given Gen.Lee. So we were 
ordered into camp here. We were all very glad to hear of Gen. 
Johnston's surrender as we were very tired “ and a few days rest 
in camp seemed to us very agreeable. 
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My cough is much better - does not trouble me but very little 
- think it will be entirely well in a short time. Freda's eyes 
are no better - he sufferes with them much. The surgeon thinks a 
change of climate and diet would benefit him more than anything 
he can do for him here. Fred says he don^t want a furlough - it 
would cost him so much to take one. They are granted quite 
freely now. The Col.told me the other day that he would give me 
one for twenty five days if I wished it. I hesitated for a while 
but concluded that I could not afford it. 

You say that you have not read the papers so do not know much 
about the news of the day. I guess you are better posted than I 
am for I haven^t seen but a few copies of a daily paper for the 
past six weeks. One of the boys received a Boston daily from 
home yesterday. We all had a real treat reading it. It gave the 
best account of the Battle of Sailor^s Run that I have ever seen. 
The details were quite correct. Dranesville is quite a pretty 
place. I hope we shall remain here till Uncle Sam gets ready to 
send us home. An order was published last evening from Gen.Mead 
stating that the 6th Corps would guard the railroad from 
Dranesvi11e.Va. He stated in the order that he hoped the Army of 
the Potomac would maintain the same disipline now as in time of 
war. So I conclude by that that he thinks the war closed. I 
think so too unless we have trouble with France about Mexico. I 
think that we should make demands of England for somethings she 
has done during our trouble with the South. I don^'t believe she 
would dare fight us. 

Do you hear from your father often - and how is his health. 
Give him my regards. I suppose you don^t hear anything from Aunt 
HarrietlS do you. I forgot to tell you in my last letter that 

Dr. Clarkel"^ had lately received a commission as Surgeon of the 
Vermont Cavalry. He seemed to be highly pleased with it. 

I see by your letter that you think that I have been in 
Richmond - but I have not. When Gen.Lee evacuated Petersburg the 
2nd - 5th and 6th Corps made a flank movement to cut off his 
retreat and prevent his reaching Dranesville which we (did) by a 
forced march over the worst road I ever saw. We struck the 
Dranesville R.R. near Jettsville just in time to cut off his 
retreat. That night he tried to pass his army around our left 
flank - but Sheridan^s eagle eye watch(ed) him too close for him 
to accomplish his object. 

I wrote you in my last about our moving to the left that day 
and fighting the Battle of Sailor^s Run which destroyed Lee^s 
last hope of reaching Dranesville. You speak of the Ambrotype I 
sent you as being a good one. I thought it very good for the 
type of photograph I like the best. I went down to the Point the 
31st of March for the purpose of having soom taken but as I had 
got to wait two or three days for them to be printed I concluded 
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Dattle before that 


any for I felt we should have a 

I had a letter from Julie ana 

be out of work before 


to 


not to have 

time and I can^'t ever get them. I 

Abbie a fev; days since. They expect spirits I 

many days. Hoping that this finds you well and in fine spirits 

bid you goodnight. 

Your Affectionate and loving friend 


Notes: 

(16) - Aunt Harriet referred to in this letter was the wife of 
Phineas Cooper (1796-1877) of Rochester. Phineas was Lydia s 
Uncle. Harriet was Harriet Foster, daughter of Maj. Rufus Foster. 
She died 1883. They would celebrate their golden wedding May 
1,1869 in their home in Rochester. It would be in their home that 
Goerge and Lydia's wedding would be held in 1867. 

(17) - The Dr. Clarke mentioned very likely was George's Uncle 
Albert Clarke's twin brother. Dr.Almon Clarke attained a high 
rank as a military surgeon attached to the First Vermont 

Cavalry. 


*^.)^******.)f ******************************************************* 

^***************************************************-»^************ 

Home at last - the War is Over 

Letter No. 20. 


GEORGE G.TILDEN, Rochester, Vt. to LYDIA A.TILDEN, Barre, 

Vermont. 

July 1,1865 

Dar1ing Lydia 

I arrived at home last eve. I should have paid you a visit 
before coming home - had I not been so completely worn out. 

We started from Washington Monday and arrive in Burlington 
Thursday. Had a very tiresome ride. The people of Burlington 
gave us a splendid reception - could not have done better. I 
saw Mr, Carpenter - had a fine chat with him. He gave me an 
invitation to visit him at Barre next Monday, I shall be with 
you Monday eve - you must make arrangements to spend the fourth 
with me. I guess we had better go to Montpelier. 

I hope you are well. How anxious I am to see you. Sue says the 

stage is coming so I must close and bid you good morning 

from 

Your ever loving friend - George 
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**********************###**************************4f ************* 
***************************************************************** 

Letter No. 21 

GEORGE G.TILDEN, Rochester,Vermont to FRED C.TILDEN.Ft.SIocum. 
Waashington,D.C. 

July 14, 1865 
Dear Brother 

I shall have to ask you to forgive me for neglecting to answer 
your letter till this hour. I have just got fairly out of 
service - got home last evening. I left Burlington last Monday - 
went up to Barre - staid till Wednesday - had a very pleasant 
time went out to Williamstown Springs to a ride - there was 
quite a party of young people from Bethel, Stockbridge and 
Tunbridge. Had a very pleasant time - saw some of the most 
splendid mountains I've seen in my life. 

"Lyd" inquired for you. Said that she was sorry that she 
could not come home with me. I spent the day at Mr. Edward 
Lyman's at Burlington last Friday. Had pleasant visit - you 
remember Minnie Lyman I presume, Elias' sister. She wished me to 
invite you to pay them a visit when you come to the State which I 
think will be soon - for I see by yesterday's paper that all 
volunteers about Washington are to be discharged immediately. 
Susan came home last evening - she had been very sick. She told 
me that Julie had been quite sick and confined to her bed for 

more than a week. I shall go and see her in a few days. J 

and Aunt Josie are here on a visit. Tney spent the day at our 
house yesterday. I staid overnight at Bethel with father. He is 
usually well but does not look very rugged. I think I shall help 
Omri hay next week - that is if it gets warm enough. It is too 
cold to enjoy a good sleigh ride this morning. 

Hoping that you are well and that I shall hear from you 
soon. I remain as ever your affectionate brother. 

Geo. 


***************************************************************** 

***************************************************************** 
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Letter No. 22 


JULIUS C. 
Washington, 


TILDEN, Bethel, VT to FRED C. TILDEN, Ft.Slocum, 

D.C. 


July 30, 1865 


My Dear Son Frederick, 

I hasten to reply to yours rc^d last night. I was convinced 
before reading that you was sick. You had been so punctual to 
answer my letters of late. I em glad that you are so far 
recovered that you can write a short letter. Hope you will be 
careful and avoid a return of the sickness. I learned from Henry 
Walcott that you had returned to Ft. Slocum. Rumor has often had 
you in Burlington. I shall be glad when it is a fact well 
authenticated. When I heard that you had returned to Slocum my 
courage revived (that) you would soon be mustered out. 

Well I have said enough about that — will now try and write 
something more cheerful. I went to Rochester in company with a 
Dentist and staid at Omri^sIS over night. The next day Susan 

concluded to have all of her upper teeth extracted — took ether 
and recovered well -- was feeling as well as could be expected. 
Monday George came down with a team and met Lydia on her return 
from Barre. I have not heard from him since. He is undecided 
about business or location — talks of trying Texas or California 
— presume he has written you before now. 


James Buell been at Rochester with his mother. I oid 

not see them — all said that he appeared well. He expects to 
leave the service soon — thinks that the sea is the place for 
him. 


You say that home is the place if one is to be sick. I 
agree with you, still I will say that I have always found true 
friends in my journey of life in time of sickness — but there is 
no place like home. The reality is what I crave — circumstances 
have scattered our family over a wide extent of country — 
probably never to be gathered together again. Poverty has held 
its grasp and kept in check my desires to give my children the 
opportunitv' for education which is the main spring to usefulness 
and pleasure. I will rejoice when you can devote your talents to 
the sciences of Peace. My health is not good — my powers of 
endurance have failed and obliged to adopt moderation. 


I write 
been sick but 
Rochester last 


Ju 1 ie and Abbie often — wi 1 1 tel 1 that you have 
will wr i te them soon. I sent your letter to 
night. Susan and George will write you soon no 


70 

















doubt. If you send money by Express — write by mail at the same 
time so I can look for it -- 

Have you rec^d both of your shirts? 

Affectionately your father 

Julius C. Til den 


Notes: 

(18) .- Omri Goodnow, Julius^ son-in-law. 

(19) .- Brother of Sam Buell, son of Sam.T. and Jane (Briggs) 

Buel1. 

***************************************************************** 

******************•)<•********************************************** 

Union Army Assignments - 1862-1865 

GEORGE G.TILDEN - Promoted to 2nd Lieut.Co,H Sept 5,1862. To 1st 
Lieut. Co. H. Aug,11,1863. Commpissioned Capt.Co.K Dec.2,1964. 
Transferred to Co.K Feb.20,1865. Brevetted Major April 2,1965 for 
gallant and meritorous service during the assault before 
Petersburg.VA. Mustered out June 14,1865. 

FREDERICK C.TILDEN - Mustered in Oct.2,1863. Promoted Corporal 
March 1,1865. Transferred to Co. D June 24,1865. Mustered out 
Aug.25,1865. 

***************************************************************** 

***************************************************************** 


George G.Tilden - Born Rochester,Vt Nov.6,1842 - Died Ames,Iowa 
July 1.1892. 

Frederick G.Tilden - Born Rochester,Vt. Nov.16,1848 - Died 

Ames,Iowa Oct.10,1939. 

Description of Fort Slocum 

FORT SLOCUM. This well armed Civil War defense was located 
between Forts Stevens and Toten. It was built in the fall of 
1861 by the men of the 2nd Rhode Island Regiment and named in 
honor of Colonel John S.Slocum, their commander who was killed 
during the frst Battle of Bull Run, July 21, 1861. The fortes 

armament consisted of 22 guns and three mortars. The site of 
Fort Slocum is near the intersection of Oglethorpe and 3rd 
Streets N.W.in Silver Springs, 

See diagram of fort Slocum on page 73. 


0 
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Fo1 Iowing Goers© G.Ti1 den ^ s desth in 1892» 
printed in the Ames Intel 1 igencer* It 
Capt.J.E.Eldredge, of West Randolph.Vermont to 
Banker and friend of George Til deni 


this letter was 
was written by 
W.M.Greeley. Ames 


The Opinion of a Comrade 
West Randolph.Vt. Aug.23.1892 


W.M.Greeley 
Ames,Iowa. 

"Yours of Aug.15th is before me. Before receiving your letter I 
had learned of Maj.Tilden's death, but you wrote me of things I 
knew little about. I thank you for your letter. It will be read 
at the next reunion of the 11th Vt. Vol.. to which the Maj. 
belonged. 

"While you knew more of him for the last twenty years, I knew more 
of him from 1862 to "65 than any other person. In 1862 I was a 
recruiting officer in Rochester, Vt. and enlisted George G.Tilden. 
When the Company was organized he was made a Sergt.. and I, 2nd 
Lieut. In a short time I was promoted to 1st Lieut, and he to 
2nd, and for more than two years we tented together and slept 
under the same blanket which we owned, as we did all other camp 
equipage, in common. I can not now recollect that we ever had an 
unpleasant word and I thought more of him than any person outside 
of my ovm family." 


"The above extract from a letter received by 
Capt.Greeley from Capt.Eldredge speaks for itself and 
speaks volumes for the good disposition and kindly 
manner of Mr.Tilden during a trying time. The letter 
also speaks of the hard work it was to get Mr.Tilden, 
when he was badly run down, to leave his company in 
the summer of 1864 after the hardships and severe 
fighting of the Wilderness and Cold Harbor campaigns 
and go to the hospital for treatment. Capt .El dredge 
regrets his death as that of a brother." 

- The Ames Intelligencer - Sept. 1.1892 
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Once the Basic ins. Pierce and Til den 
Store in Rochester.Vt., it is seen 
here as it appears today. George 
Tilden left a aercantile 
partnership here to join the 
westward migration after the Civil 
War. It is now an apartment 
buiding located on the village 
square. 



The Tilden Department Store 
established in Ames, Iowa in 1669 
by George Tilden. Initially in a 
small frame building there were 
expansions and several major 
building changes.. Shown here as 
it appeared in 1930. Remained at 
this location until ceasing 
operation in 1971. 


(Refer to page 35) 
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IV - After the Civil War 
(Decisions yet to be made) 


George Tilden has looked around in Illinois but has not yet 
decided to leave Vermont* He is now engaged in a merchantile 
business in Rochester in the partnership of Haskins, Pierce and 
Tilden. His younger brother, Fred, will now settle in Delaware 
County,Iowa, and their father, Julius C.Tilden will start for 
Iowa to Join son Fred. George Tilden and Lydia Ann Cooper will 
be married soon. 

Members of the older generation will pass on - and the next 
generation will begin to come upon the scene in the ''new 
country^. The final letter in this series demonstrates the 

continuing relationship between those who remained in the native 
home country and those who established their families in the 
mid-west after the Civil War. 


************#*******************-)t***************-)f*******-)f ******** 

Letter No. 1 


GEORGE G.TILDEN, Rochester,Vt. to LYDIA A.COOPER, South Hadley, 
Mass. 

May 22,1866 
Dear Lydia: 

I hardly know how to commence this letter for I feel that I have 
done wrong in failing to answer your good letter till this late 
hour. This has been a dark, cold, lonesome day. E veryone 
thought last month that we were going to have an early Spring, 
but it is very backward. Nothing of importance going on here 
excepting the building of two or three houses. I think it will 
improve the looks of the place very much. Uncle Chester is to 
build on the ground where his old house now stands as a part of 
it for they have been at work taking it down today. Mr. 
J.B.Martin is building a house nearly opposite Uncle Chester's 
Store. The Congregational Society are going to build a new house 
for a parsonage on the ground where the old one now stands. The 
Amsley house is to be taken down. Mr.Josiah Rogers has purchased 
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So 


Mr.Mason Hunton's house and is going to put on 
you see there is considerable building going on 


an addition, 
in Rochester. 


School commenced two weeks ago. The teacher is a 
from Brookfield. Do not know her name. , 
teach here this Fall? If you have you had 

arrangements with the committee and give out notice 

gets the start on you. I presume your father has written 
Baker's death. It affords us a shocking lesson 

I have read the Bible consierably and given 
subject of religion considerable thought. I intend to continue 
so doing for I think I can be benefited by it - but think it 

hardly possible for me to be a Christian. I am glad that you are 

one for I believe it to be the only way to acquire true 

happiness. 


one 
of Mr 
mortal 1ity. 


you 

of 

the 


Ed and Lettie have had quite a serious time since I last wrote 
you. CSome)^ doubts as expressed my my last letter. I told 
you about Ed came near going over the dam < I may use 
expressions). I believe evrything is alright now. Grandmother 
Gurnsey dislikes Ed and says everything she can to keep Lettie 
from going with him - but all to no purpose. I don't suppose 
that she knows that they are engaged nor does anybody else out of 
the family. I hear many remarks every day but say nothing 
myself. I suppose I am overreaching in telling you. 

Fred's health is quite poor; he had a chill last Saturday and one 
yesterday. Had not had one before for some time. I am quite 
well now. Had a large boil on my arm last week which made me 
most sick. My arm was so sore that I could not work. I have not 
heard from Julia for some time, but can find no fault for I 
haven't answered her last letter. Sue^ went to St.Albans to 
spend the summer with Aunt Caroline a week ago last Saturday. 

Hoping that you are well and with much love - Good Night 

- Geo. 


Notes: 


(1) . - Handwriting here is not easily legible. The word here is 
either 'some' or 'since'. Ed must have been Edward Pierce, 
George's cousin and one of his business partners. We met him 
earlier in letters written when both George and Edward were in 
School at New London, N.H. 

(2) . - George's sister Susan who is the wife if Omri Goodnow. 

They were married July 3,1860 and resided at Rochester. Omri and 
Susan will later move to Iowa with their son, George, who was born 
Nov.15,1863. 

************^^**************************************************** 
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Letter No. 2 


JULIUS C. TILDEN, Rochester, VT to FRED C. TILDEN, Deleware 
County,Iowa. 

May 31, 1867 
My Dear Son Fred 

Yours of the 21st is before me and content noted. I have 
called on your Grandfather^. He is working to comply with you 

wishes and will forward the funds as soon as he can collect. 
Thinks in a few days. Money is scarce in this vicinity -- is 
well pleased with your plans — we are all — but all feel that 
you shall be cautious about contracting debts. A new country is 
the hardest place to contract on time. 

If you can only keep your land clear the advance will make 
you a good property. The prevailing opinion of capitalists is 
money will be tight. U.S. Secretary of Treasury has written a 
long article on the subject — insists that the banks are < ) 

the country preparatory to a crash. 

I have to communicate the death of Barna Cooper yesterday 
P.M. ““ had never recovered from the shock — about the time you 
left — has failed in strength, became more depressed in spirits 
and sought his opportunity and repaired to the attic loaded his 
gun discharged the contents through his heart. We all sympathize 
with Lydia Ann. I regret the occurance more on her acocunt than 
on his. Truly Mr.Cooper had passed all chance of enjoyment. 

We are all in good health. Have not seen Julia 8* Abbie 
since the receipt of your letter. They will write you soon. 
Abbie said you have not written her since you left. 

I think you can rely on receiving money in a few days. All 
request a rememberance by you and feel truly that you shall 
prosper in your enterprise. 

Tell Royal his friends are well. Please give my best 

respect to him — also Mr. Tinkham^s family. 

Affectionately Your Father 

J. C. Til den 

Notes: 

(3). Ephriam D.Briggs, of Rochester. Fred and George's 

grandfather. Julius Tilden's father-in law. 
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Letter No. 3 

SUSAN (Tilden) GOODNOW, Rochester, VT to FRED C. TILDEN, Deleware 
County,Iowa. 

July 3rci 1867 
Dear Brother Fred - 

You will begin to think I don^t ever intend to answer your 
good letter which I received a week or so ago. I think of you 
just the same. Fred if I don^t write it is because I cant find 
time. You know how it is with a house keeper. The work is never 
done, and I am so tired come night -- and the torments 
musquitos as "Georgie" calls them -- bite so I can't do any 

thing. It is most dark now and there is some less then a dozen 
singing round me so you must not wonder at any poor writing. I 
was so happy to hear of your continued good health -- and you so 
contented and happy it is a pleasure to read your letters and 
know you are prospering. I am glad you went West for I know it 

is the place to make money. But I feel sorry to lose ypur 

QQQj 0 ^y^ "Q 0 Qpg 20"4 says "wont Uncle Fred ever come back to 1ive 

at Grandpa's — again — I want to see him awfully. I wont cry 
if he was busy." 

You speak in high figures of the prospect of making money if 
we was there. I should be willing to go — in fact have always 
wished to — but you know how it is. Omni never will leave Vt. 
as long as his father lives — then it will be too late and we 
(can't) battle with the hardships of a new country. The time to 
go was before we settled here and bought tools and housekeeping 
goods — to be disposed of at a sacrifice. I urged Om to go and 

look last Fall but he did not want to. He had rather stay here 

and pick up stone and dig along and just get a living — that is 
aii.5 I may expect I don't know as he would do any better out 

there. I try to be contented with my lot — but I am awful 

lonesome up here. It is off from the road -- I don't see anyone 

for a week at a time. It is so hard to come up the hill I can't 

go to the village — and do my work — it is pleasant here now 

but I dread next winter. 

It is seven years since I was married — how many changes in 
our family in that time. Seven years and we are no richer in 
wordly possessions than then — only a noble boy which I think is 
better than anything else. You spoke of two thousand — that is 
more than we ever made. Tomorrow is the 4 th I suppose you will 
go to the city to celebrate. There is nothing going on here. 
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Wf Abbie is going with Hy Martin she said Sunday she had a 

B letter from John Marsh he said he was _ mi 1 1 and they was 

J going to _ next winter. Said John has gone to work now you 

S have left him to care for himself. Omiri has Lyman6 haying. The 

greens is very nice every where — crops of all kinds are doing 
well now. Walter Shif hired workers — two months for 80 dollars 

— men — 50 dollars a month — the boy on the _ have all 

struck for higher pay and left and hired out in haying. 

I have got my painting and papering done. I did it all 
myself only the floors -- it looks some better than it did when I 
came here and seems more who 1 some: You know I am no friend to 
dirt — am ^fraid I should not like _ much. 

S Father has not (worked) in the mill much lately — is going 

m to work for Pierce”^ some. Aunt Carolines (is not very well ) has 

K caught (cold) with throat very sore. Josi^ some better though 

l| far from well. Albert has a bad cough — he has been at Keene to 
K see about Aunt Jane Colony^s will. You know Mr. Colony^Q 
B dead his estate is valued at 500.000 & (Sam^s) share is only 1500 
B in the will and Aunt Jane has only an annuity of 200 a year to 
H support her. So she is going to break the will. She is going to 
H get Ben Butler if (he will be ) her lawyer. I sent you a paper 
B Tuesday with Capt. Bailey^s death in it. He (left) from here the 

K Saturday before he died — had been here some ten days took his 

B leave Friday — came up with Abbiell — he died in a fit caused 

B by a cough he had for six weeks. Suppose he burst something in 
B his head coughing so hard. I never knew of so many sudden deaths 
B — you hear of one in every letter. I don^t know much about the 
B young folks; presume you hear from all you want. But I hope you 
B wi 1 1 keep writting to me. I will try to answer oftener than I 
B have. You must give my love to Mrs, Tinkham — tell her I have 
fl not forgotten the good boiled dinners she used to get for me when 
B I kept school. She must be a mother to you — for this likes of 

B old _ days. Is she contented out there? Georgie works already 

B picking strawberries after the mowers. He is a black as an 
B Indian _ _ _. 


Omri 8. Georgie _ have -- with Love 

Sister Sue 

Notes: 


(4).-George 
Ti1 den. 

Goodnow, 

young 

son of 

Omr i 

and 

Susan 

(5).- Omri and Susan 
ultimately settle on a 

wi 1 1 
farm 

move to 
near Ames 

Iowa i n 

• 

1869 and 

( 6) . - Think 

this is 

Lyman 

Emerson, 

cousin 

of 

Lydia 


(Cooper)Ti1 den. 
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(7).- Julius Tilden apparently working part-time for 
his brother-in-law, Chester Pierce, who was a Rochester 
merchant. 

<8).- Caroline (Briggs) Pierce, wife of Chester Pierce. 

(9) .- Josephine (Briggs) Clark, wife of Albert Clark. 

(10) Josiah Colony, second husband of Jane Briggs. Jane 
Briggs was a sister of Eliza Briggs, wife of Julius 
Tilden. Jane Briggs^ first husband was Samuel Thompson 
Buel 1 who had died in 1848; she subsequently had 
married Josiah Colony of Keene,N.H. in 1853. 

(11) .- Abbigail Tilden, Another of George's and Fred's 
three sisters. Abbie is mentioned several times in 
these letters. 

***************************************************************** 

**^************************************************************** 

Letter No. 4 

JULIUS C. TILDEN, Rochester, VT to FRED C. TILDEN, Deleware 
County,Iowa. 

Sept. 13, 1867 

My Dear Fred, 

Yours requesting me to apply to Grandfather for funds was 
rc'd but a few days previous to the Fremen's meetings and I must 
add that it was one of the bitterest electioneering campaigns 
that we have had for a long time. I must be brief on that 
subject. Webber was elected Representative opposing candidates 
Silas Morse 8* J. W. Campbell — both considered popular in town. 
The leaders of the beseigers were Judge Briggs, Gen. Cushman, C. 
Pierce & H. (^lark Esq. stimulated with the cry of intemperance & 
Masonry, but the victory is won by nine majority over all 
candidates. The Martin influence supported Campbell. The 

Methodist S. Bellows. Webber now knows who are friends. The 
young men took the matter in hand and acquited themselves nobly 
much to the satisfaction of your humble servant! 

You can but understand that the defeated party are some what 
sour for the present. Now to business, Julia 8. Abbie are willing 
to assist you to four or five hundred dollars as soon as it can 
be raised. I have thought of seaking a loan of some one that 
would take their joint note till Grandfather can conveniently 
answer the call. The truth is, money dealers design making as 
good as ten pr'ct. Those that have U.S. Bonds Gold paying say it 
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is equal to that. I mention this to impress on your mind the 
risk of allowing debts to accumulate. I am more convinced that 
capitalists intend to rule with an iron rod. 

If you please, I shall like to have you make a statement of 
your business affairs, which I shall consider strictly 
confidential. I think I can procure funds and come to you and 
render assistance that will result in our mutual happiness. You 
must not give way to apparent checks to your plans, but keep a 
consistant course. All will be well with you if you continue 
Master of your destiny. 


Affectionately Yours 
Father Julius C. Tilden 


***************************************************************** 


Letter No. 5 


GEORGE G. TILDEN, Rochester, VT to FRED C. TILDEN, Delaware 
County,Iowa. 

Nov. 7th 1867 
Dear Brother 

Your kind letters of the 29th came at hand this eve. It 
gives me great pleasure to hear from you was real good not to 
wait for me to answer your other letter. I hope you will forgive 
me for using you so mean. I presume father (and) Julia have 
written you all about when I was marriedl2^ where I went etc., so 
I wi11 not repeat. 

I live in the same house with Harve Moodykins — have four 
rooms. I enjoy keeping house very much. You must try and keep 
up good courage I know it is easier to preach than to practice 
but we all have our trials. I shan't make a dollar this year and 
if I don't lose a good many of them shall feel thankful. Goods 
have been constantly on the decline. All summer now there has 
been an other smash. We shall lose a thousand dollars in this 
last decline. But I intend to look on the bright side but it is 
hard work to do it some of the time. I would not write this to 
any one else but I know you will keep it to yourself — you had 
better burn this letter. 

Don't feel bad if you have to pay high rates of interest, 
for money is getting tight all over the country. We have to pay 
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the Bethel Bank 9 percent. Never mind your 
Remember Ben Franklin saying “It aint the coat 

man." Be honest, industrious, virtuous and you will prosper and 
be happy. I believe you and Roll have made a good beginning 
if you stick to it you will come out all right. You have got the 
stuff in you to make a smart man. 


Abbie has been sick a few days with sore throat is better 
tonight. Aunt Caroline is quite feeble. The rest of the friends 
are enjoying their usual health. 


I went up to Montpelier last week Tuesday to attend the 
Officer''s Reunion and see Gen. Sheridan. Had a good time» the 
State gave the Gen. a full reception. I will send a paper that 
contains an account of (the) affair. I saw Leut. Dorman he is 
a Representative from Troy if I remember right. He wished to be 
remembered to you — said he thought more of you than any other 
man in the company. Please give me best regards to all the 
Rochester people and excuse a poor letter poorly written. 


Lyd sends love 

Your affectionate 
Brother Geo 

Note: 

(12) George and Lydia Cooper were married Sept. 28,1867 
at Rochester,Vermont. 

^***^**^^****^***************#*********************************** 

***********^************************************************#*** 

Letter No. 6 


JULIUS C.TILDEN, Rochester, Vt., apparently to FRED C. TILDEN.in 
Deleware County, Iowa, in 1867 or 1868 

(First portion of this letter is missing) 

For the pleasure of a pleasant chat with you and friends I 
imagine myself in your cabin. Rochester has a high school with 
Miss Edna Chaffee as principal. Some of the children) that 
compose the lively portion with Sheldon are away. Still the 
school is well patronised with young ladies. 

Today for the first time the Congregational Organ spoke to 
us. A fine instrument for its size. This winter the [choir] are 
drilled by Prof.W.0.Pev1sius of Boston; (will) close with a 
concert next Friday evening. The Methodist Society are making a 
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thorough repair of the church. The Universa!ists have had 
preaching every Sabath the last eight weeks — are trying to 
raise eight hundred dollars to pay one year ensuing. 

By the way Fred, do you get the papers I send you by mail? 
If so have had good reading, Saleb and Alfred Eaton have 
purchased the old Cshed] of Falls and are expecting to be land 
1ords next Apri1, 

Lance and Ed returned from market this morning. The boys 
are selling good enough. I think the customers are gaining over 
other merchants. Competition rages with unabated hatred. 

Julius is teacher is Coleman District this Fall. Abbie is 
about concluded to give more attention to music -- is taking 
lessons of Lettie. Aunt Carloine Pierce continues to decline. 
Josie is confortable. Abbie visited Hartford friends. Aunt 
(Sara Hazen] is confined to the bed most of the time. The family 
are all complaining except PerleylS, Uncle Lyman^s family are in 
usual health. Dean's wife sailed in August for California; Aunt 
S_ was at St. Albans. 


I presume Royal hears from his sister Julia often. I call 
at his father's occasionally his mother has declined. . .some 
days is quite down. A1 got hurt in the mill yard a few days 
since by Jumping astradle of a log when a team was hitched to it 
— come near killing him but he is out again. Tell Mr. Tinkham 
that his friends are in usual health and prosperity. Paul is 
Cat] Barre. 

My regards to all acquaintances. 

J. C. Til den 

(Continued, presumed dated or perhaps the next day.) 

I have asked the same questions once before & concluded that 
you do not have my letters before you when you reply. 

If you could realize my anxiety for your prosperity you 
would dismiss all uneasiness or doubt my urging forward as early 
as possible your claim. I think you have been favored with funds 
thus far. 

Now about myself — non entity expresses my feelings nearer 
than any other word. No fixed business or place that seems 1 ike 
home — I havn't sought business thinking that you might 1 ike to 
have me with you. I shal1 be delighted when there is a prospect 
I can render assistance equal to meeting my expenses. I 
calculate to be patient. 
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If you will write in good spirits 
with your situation looking forward. 


and try to be contended 


I have talked with Royal about reproducing h 
Western State. Please give me your opinion 
prospect of Hop culture in Iowa. 


s Patent in 
respecting 


[a] 

the 


Julia wrote you last evening — presuming she gave you the 
current news I will close. 


My regards to al1 friends and obiige 
Your affectionate father 


Julius C. TiIden 


Comment— 

Julius Clark Tilden, father of Fred C. Tilden and George G. 
Tilden, was born September 7, 1809 in Hartford, Vermont, and died 
in Ames, Iowa on March 23, 1892. Julius Tilden married Eliza M. 
Briggs, daughter of Judge E. D. Briggs (December 12, 1782 to July 
27, 1862), of Rochester, Vermont on October 10, 1836. She died 
October 7, 1861 and Julius C. Tilden, as he writes this letter, is 
feeling that he no longer has “a place" to call home. Son Fred is 
in Iowa and as we shall see the father will soon folow the 
Westward movement. 

Apparently the first part of this letter is missing so we do not 
have a date or salutation. The subject matter indicates that Fred 
Tilden was the one to whom it was addressed and that the time 
would be when he had first gone to Iowa. 

Notes: 

(13). - Perley Hazen, son of Julius C.Tilden's sister. Sara 
(Tilden) Hazen. Sara who is metioned in the sentence preceeding 
this one, was born at Hartford,Vt. Jan 22,1826 and died at 
St.Johnsbury,Vt. on or about the 29th of May 1906. Perley became 
an officer in the nationaly known Fairbanks, Morse Company of 
St.Johnsbury,Vt., manufacturer of weight scales and will be 
mentioned again in a later letter in this section. 


***********************************************•)(***************** 
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Letter No.7 


JULIUS C.TILDEN, Enroute to Iowa,to GEORGE G.TILDEN, 

Rochester,Vt.14 

Apri1 7, 1868 
Dear Son George 

I arrived safely in this place last evening found friends 

well. 

You experienced the unpleasant on recrossing the mountain. 
I think of you often — hopefully that you arrived safely to your 
loving wife & other friends. Please write on receipt so I may be 
informed how it is with you. 

My stay in Rutland was pleasant. I took dinner with Mr 
Palmer. Took the car at 4-15 o'clock for Saratoga -- arrived 
about 8. Found that I had passed from the memory of friends, but 
I feel well paid when I see how much they enjoy the visit. 

Nine o'clock Monday I parted with them probably forever. 

I find brother J. F. in better health than I've expected — 
Elizabeth has closed her school -- is going to Galesburg to — 
her health is poor. Hannah is super — attending the 
housekeeping very satisfactorily. 

My path has been snowed over al 1 the way from Brandon to 
this place and the prospect is good for the continuance to the 
end of my Journey.15 This day has been gloomy on account of the 
falling snow. 

I have received the kindest attention from Brother and 
family. I called at Mr. Allings. The youngest daughter is quite 
sick, so I shall not see Mrs. Ailing. Mr. Ailing started for 
N.Y. City last evening. 

I hope I shall hear from you during the first week I shall 
spend [in] Iowa — 

I imagine the Vermonters are all weary of sugar making. 

You may expect to hear from me soon after the end of my 
Journey. Tell all the girls to write soon — this includes Lydia 
if she is a woman . 


Remember my love 


to all. 
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Friends all desire a kind remembarance in love. 
Affectionately your Father,Ju1ius C.Tilden 


Notes: 


(14) .- By this time George Til den was back in Vermont having 
decided to enter into a partnership with his cousin, Edward 
Pierce, in the clothing business (Haskins,Pierce & Tilden). This 
letter, however, does not still have the addressed envelope with 
i t. 

(15) . - Julius Tilden is clearly on his journey to Iowa where he 
will Join his son Fred in Deleware County. 


*******************#*#***************************^**************^ 
******************************************************'^********** 


Letter No.8. 


SUSAN (TILDEN) GOODNOW, Rochester,Vt. to FREDERICK C. TILDEN, 
Deleware County,Iowa. 

June 2, 1868 
Dear Brother Fred: 

We have all come to the conclusion that you do not intend to 
write to us - so I will write in hopes you will give an early 
reply. We Just had a few lines from Father last night. He 

wrote you was well and as contented as we can expect in so short 
a time. I was glad to hear from you in a round about way, but I 
think you should write us a sheet or a few lines I dare say you 
yet may think everything seems strange, but you must keep up your 
courage - set your mark hugh. (By) perservering you will find 
friends to suit you - don't get blue. Fred, try to look at the 
bright side. Remember every cloud has a silver lining. Think 
what a comfort you are to your Father and to all of us. Resolve 
that you will so live that the world shall be better for your 
having lived in it. Be like our father for your example - you 
will be a blessing and an honor to all your friends. May God 
shelter you from misfortune - but enough of this - I don't mean 
to burden you with any of my long winded letters. 
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1 Father said you were bothered with the head ache. You must try 
m my remedy - sniff rum up your nose - be careful and not gat any 
[« mouth and swallow it. I don^t know of any news that 

® will interest you - only the court that is coming off today We 
have had another mur.here. Rochester is getting to be notted for 
such doings — last Tuesday night as Mr. Jared Smith was going 
home he was assaulted by persons unknown. He defended himself 
with a knife cutting one so that he carries a mark. He had been 
1. warned so went armed. They had been to his house before but he 
was gone. Finding the man too much for them they resorted to 

I stones - hit him on the forehead fracturing his skull - he is so 

I mean he won'^t die. The reason they marked him is because he 
conducted himself in an unlawful manner in his family. They have 
I arrested Mark Atwood. 

I The Kr boy has cut his hand badly on an ax (so they say). Omri 

I and all have gone up to court. If we hear tonight. It is 

I realy quite exciting time for little Rochester. It is realy warm 

p and pleasant now, and vegitation is looking fine. Omri will 

I commence haying next week. We have been visiting all the time 

k lately. Had friends down from Stowe - have had a house full - am 

all tire out. Julia is in Granville visiting Mrs. Burr i ngton. 

K Abbie is well; will go to school - she wants you to write to her. 

P I have had great times with our chickens - they got auful lousy - 

^ Omri and I put Oil on their heads and wings. Those little ones 

P we had in the house when you went (away) both died. The hawks 

I have taken one. 

w Mr.Wing has cut his leg. They were trimming (at) Mrs. 
1 Guernsey's. 

K Fred - I want you to get some photographs taken and send me some. 

K Omri has turned (the) filly into his father''pasture. I 

K hope you will answer this and write all about how you live and 

H work. We hear from George often. He has sent home 100.dollars 

E -all send love - you must come up and see us as soon as you can. 

R I don't know as I shall get a chance to send this to the office - 
I Good bye - your Affectionate Sister - 

g Susan E.Goodnow 

K Comment: 

■ This letter is written by Susan, one of th three daughters of 

B Julius C.Tilden. We met her in an earlier letter to brother Fred 

B in this series.(Dated July 3,1867 - No.3 above) She and her 

B husband, Omri Goodnow, farm in North Hollow, Rochester, Vermont as 

B this is written. No envelope is with this letter, but we know 

B that Fred and his father are in Iowa. Susan's sister, Abbie, 

B mentioned in this letter will join her brothers and sisters in the 

B move to Iowa where she will be married in 1874 to Edward P.Drake, 

B a native of Bristol,Vermont, who also settled in Ames,Iowa after 
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the Civil War. 
death in 1886. 


The Drakes will later farm in Nebraska until his 




Letter No.9 


GEORGE G.TILDEN, Rochester,Vermont to LYDIA C.TILDEN, 
Kellogsville, Cayuga County, N.Y. 

% Dr. Freemnan Cooper 

July 26, 1868 


My Darling Wi 


My heart was 
didn^t get a 


fe 


made glad last night by one of your good letters; 
chance to read it till through work. Yesterday was a 
very busy da^l^ being showery so that farmers couldn'^t hay. Anna 
Emerson is at home - has been here about a week. Wi 1 1 go back 
with Jennie next Tuesday. Grandfather Emerson remains about the 
same. I watched with Grandfather Briggs last night he is Quite 
sick - has bowel trouble - has been sick two days - is quite weak 
and a good deal discouraged. Thinks he shall never be any 
better. I think it doubtful 17^ I suppose Orlando^P^ starts for 
K tomorrow morning. I saw him tonight - he appeared the best 


he has since 
(improved). 


he returned from 


Chr i t 


19 


says he is 


The house is progessing finely. Cushman says it is the prettyest 
place in the Vi 1.20 you wished to know something of the garden. 
We have had cucumbers more than we use - have given some to Chrit 
(Christopher Webber), Dr. Bill and Harve John. Trask^s cow got 
into the garden and ate up all the peas so haven't had any but 
once - those Uncle Chester gave us. The early potatoes were 
nearly destroyed by the drought. The tomatoes look well and the 
musk melons. Haven't had a chance to buy any berries since you 
went away - cim in hopes to get some this week and shall have Jule 
make some Jel if I can get currants. 

I haven't been to church today - the first time I have stayed at 
home all day for a good while. I went to bed about 10 A.M.and 
slept till 3 P.M. Should think I must get up early tomorrow 
morning - say seven o'clock. 
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If you come by way of Springfield let me know when you will be at 
Bethel, and I wi11 meet you there. You will please find enclosed 
ten dollars -will send you more in a day or two. 

Ever yours 

Geo G.Ti1 den 

Wish I coujld see you darling 
Notes: 

(16) - This letter was written to Lydia when she was visiting a 
Cooper relative. Goerge and Lydians first child. Lician Cooper 
Til den was born November 15, 1868. 

(17) - Ephriam Dean Briggs died July 27,186^^, the day after George 
wrote this letter. He was age 84 years, 8 months and 5 days. 
George's Grandmother Briggs, Eliza (Hodgkins) Briggs had passed 
awy earlier that same year on May 1,1867 at the age of 76. 

(18) - B. may likely have been Boston, but might have been Bethel, 

Vt. Sometimes handwriting is not clear; therefore the name Olando 
may oe an incorrectly transcribed name here. It might be assumed 
that the letter K. indicates Kelloggsvi1le, N.Y. where Lydia is 
visiting Cooper relatives. Kelloggsvi1le does not appear on 
available maps; Cayuga County is located in central New York 
State. 

(19) - Think that was Christopher Webber of Rochester, Vt. who 
had married Julia E. Cooper, a daughter of Phineas Cooper. Ju;ia 
was a cousin of Lydia (Cooper) Tilden. Christopher was referred 
to by George in his 1869 letters when he directed Lydia to confer 
with Christopher Webber about some business matters. 

(20) - This was George and Lydia''s new home being built across the 

street from the southeast corner of Rochester's Village Park. See 
Lot Deed dated May 8, 1868 to George G. Tilden from Ephraim 

D.Briggs recorded in Rochester,Vt. Book 14 Page 406. The house 
today is occupied members of the Pierce family. A larger version 
of this same house was built in Ames,Iowa by Goerge G.Ti1 den when 
they made the move to Iowa in 1869. 

***************************************************************** 

***************************************************************** 

Letter No.10 

The following is an undated letter found among others written over a long 
period of time. The writer is J. F. Tilden. He addresses his remarks to 
“Dear Cousin." I think this was Joseph Foster Tilden (1797-1877), and this 
letter was most likely written to George G.Tilden or Frederick C. Tilden, who 
were his nephews, probably in the late 1860's. The term "cousin" may have 
then been of a wider meaning than today. 
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Dear Cousin - I have Just read your letter again. It is such a 
good letter you can't imagine how much pleasure it Qives • * 

seldom write a letter even to my dearest relation, but you h<ave 
wakened a great desire to make some heart Joyous if possible. 
But I feel this method a very poor one for me. This is Easter, a 
very memorable day so I will announce to you and those it 
concern that wife and I have decided to unite with the 
Presbyterian Church. We talked the matter over ana have deciaec 
that we need the help of true Christians to help us rear our boys 

in the right way to live. 

We see so much temptation for evil on every hand we must 
strengthen them to resist them. This step has been slow ana 
deliberate and we trust none of our relatives will treat it 
1 i gh 11 y . 

I wn 11 close for this time. 

Kind regards to all. 

Sincerely yours 
J. F. Tilden21 

Notes: 

(21). - Probably Joseph Foster Tilden, 1797-1877. older brother 
of Julius C.Tilden. Native of Hartford. Vt. Resided at 
Rochester,Vt. Origin of this letter not known. 


*******^**************************************^****************#* 


Letter No.11 


LUCIEN WHITE TILDEN,22 stockbridge,VT. to his nephew (probably 
GEORGE G.TILDEN, Ames, lA. 

May 22, 1884 
Dear Nephew - 

I have waited long for my wife to answer Lydia's good 
letter. She is still unable to write. She is about the 
house and goes out a little -- her nerves are very unsteady. 1 
fear much she will never be better. I am quite [concerned] that 
I am be?coming infirm — much more or faster than I wish. My 
action is weak — almost indeferent. I read the book you sent me 
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with much interest. I do not understand how any soldiers 
survived that terrible conflict. I want the government to 
pension them all liberally. The nation and individuals owe the 
soldier for all they have. I feel sorry for Gen. Grant. I 
regret he was so _. 

We wish to be remembeered to all our friends in Iowa. We 
have but [little hope] of ever seeing Cany] of them again. How I 
regret I could not have seen more of you when here. But it is 
past -- we must accept think we [might as well] be thank for what 
we had. 

You have commenced the merchant!le business again. I most 
sincerely [hope] you will be [able to] fully satisfy your 
expectations. You have had experience enough not to put to much 
confidence in the integrity of our selfish fellow beings. 

We have had beautiful spring. It looks promising for good 

crops — grass is forward. I saw a man mow in his _ yard 

yesterday. It is _ _ easier than last year. 

I some times wish I was out there among you and work on the 
land, but think I can not work now for my work is almost done. I 
hear from Hartford quite often. They are about as usual — some 
of them sick I supose they feel bad — so do we but we are not 
sick but age makes us a little feeble. 

We are to have a Presidential election this year. I hope 
Arthur23 v;i 1 1 not be nominated. If elected we should have a 
Conklin administration. I have no personal acquaintance with Mr. 
A. but have lived a long [time] in the vacinity of him and know 
of his ways and Mr. C. and politically felt their whip and can 
not vote for him. I think from my experience he can not carry 
the State of N.Y. let his (supporters) say what they may he is a 
Conklin tool. I wish to be kindly to be remembered to your 
father. I should like to see him once more but it is quite 
doubtful — we are so far separated. 

Please write me — have Susan write — She used to write us 
— has not [since going] out West. I wish I could see your 
children. I know they are good children — I have seen their 
mother. 

I returned the book you sent me as you requested; hope you 
have received it. 

Let us hear from some of you -- it is great satisfaction for 
us to receive letters from our friends. We like to recieve 
letters from young folks which we do and we always answer them. 

(Notes next page) Yours sincerely. L.W.Tilden 
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Notes: 


(22) . - L. W. Tilden (Lucien White Tilden) was the brother of 
Julius C. Tilden, born August 27, 1809 and died in March 29,1886. 
His wife,Eunice (Stanton) Tilden was born May 1,1803 and died 
March 9,1885. They are buried in the Stockbridge, Vt. Maplewood 
Cemetary. (About ten miles South of Rochester,Vt.) 

(23) . - Reference in this letter to President Arthur a Vermont 
Native — is interesting. It was Arthur's “Madine politice" past 
that turned reformers against him. His reform record was, 
however, a good one. He became President in 1881 (succeeding 
Garfield). He won freedom for slaves who entered the State of New 
York in the 'Lemmon Slave Case.' He died in 1886 after ending his 
political career in 1885. 


#*****#******#******************************************‘*^******** 

Letter No 12. 

CAROLINE (TILDEN) HATCH24^ Sioux Fal1s,S.Dakota to SUSAN (TILDEN) 
GOODNOW, Ames,Iowa. 

August 7,1890 

Dear Sue: 

I have deferred writing you the last month thinking (I) would see 
you when in Ames or when we should leave here. But before I can 
turn around and get packed it comes on so warm I do not start. 
As Sheldon writes me so often to keep still while the weatther is 
so warm to let well enough alone! If I keep well here I had 
better not run any risk. As I think his experience is a good 
deal of physical depression from the heat so it makes him fear it 
for me with my 74 years! Do you believe that? I don't. I 
should have gone in June, but they wanted me to see that and this 
- I got engaged in some work that interested me - so made me 
oblivious to my duties. 

I remained to see the Sioux Falls Hail storm of last Sunday. 

They never had anything like it before. The stones were as large 
as small hen's eggs - looked Just about like English walnuts as 
they lay on the ground. Just wind enough to send them against 
the windows and break the glass out almost entirely on the north 
and west exposures. Here the blinds were closed so that 8 of 
them were perfectly shattered - but broke only four lights and so 
that the rain did not beat in at al 1 . Many places were drenched 
as well as minus windows.As we rode over the city we could only 
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say how much better than a cyclone. Their houses were left them 

- windows could easily be replaced. They estimated the city''s 
loss at $20»000. But that seems nothing distributed over so many 

- no doubt hard on many of the poor. I see Iowa suffered but 
not as far in the state as you are. But you may have had 
another. 


The east seems to have suffered as much as we this year. It 
seems to me I never read of so much hail in a season before and 
of such extensive proportions. A letter from Sheldon written 
Sunday P.M. said they had hard rain and hail - thought at one 
time that all his windows would be broken.. He saw large and 
small ones. But enough of this. 

Had a letter from Aunt S.25 3 ^g very miserable and 
Geo. went down and took her up there. Said she and Perly were 
both under Dr.s care. He had Grippe very seriously in Winter & 
presum,e he is notentirely over it. They neither have any 
strength or appetite. I am glad she is not in -. 


All well in St.Albins at last advise. He boasts of his baby girl 
as so nice and pretty too, if he does say it.! I hope you have 
good accounts from Dedham^S^ Hqw does your father^^ bear the 
heat. Presume he feels it very much. And how do you with all 
your work? I think of you often & Julia too - the heat seemed 
so hard for her last summer. I can^'t but hope but that she will 
yet get better - not as bad as Dr.s say. I wish I was with you 
all - but if the weather is warmer there was some say I better be 
here. Today is somewhat cloudey; so a good breeze looks like 
rain. I thought after so much hail (we) should have a cool time. 
Monday was fine, but it is as warm as ever again. 


Hoping you are all well 


Notes: 


as usual health. Much love to everyone. 
I am yours. 

Aunt Caroline 


(24) - Caroline Louisa Tilden, sister of Julius C.Tilden. She was 
born at Hartford,Vt.July 21,1816. She married William Hatch. 
They had four children, one of whom must have been the Sheldon 
mentioned in this letter. This letter appears to have been 
written when Caroline was visiting one of her children in Sioux 
Falls, S.D. The preceding letter was from L.W.Tilden, one of 
her brothers. She is here writing to Susan (Tilden) Goodnow the 
daughter of her brother, Julius, who is now living at Ames. Her 
home had been at St.Albins, Vermont and possibly still was when 

she wroter this letter. 


(25) - Sarah Tilden, sister of the writer - and of Julius Tilden. 
Sarah was born at Hartford, Vt Jan. 22,1826. She married Edward 
Hazen Aug 27,1844. Sarah died May 30,1906 at St.Johnsbury,Vt. at 
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the home of her son. George E.Hazen who ‘s "'entioned in this 
letter. Perley Hazen. another son, is mentioned here also as 
being ill that wintoer of 1890 with the Grippe. Perley H-zen in 
his later years was an officer in the Fairbanks Morse a 
Company of St.Johnbury. Perley visited Ames,la cousins on one or 

more occasions in the 1920's» 

(26) - Dedham,Mass., the home of Susan's son, Goerge Goodnow who 
had been married Just the year before this letter was 
George was born Nov. 15,1863 at Rochester,Vt. 

Ames,la graduating from Iowa State College and then from M.I.T.at 
Boston. He was mentioned in much earlier letters written from 
Rochester before the family moved to Iowa. 


(27) - Julius C.TiIden. 


Letter No.13 

JULIA PIERCE,28 Rochester, VT to FRED C.TILDEN, Ames, lA 

Nov. 16 1924 
Dear Cousin Fred 

This is a cold stormy evening and a good time to visit with 
you for a while. Some of the time it rains but the ground is 
white with hail. We have not had a snow storm yet — and that is 
quite unusual this time of year — more than one half of November 
and no snow — and not a rainy day since we came home. 

The river is so shallow one can almost cross on the rocks 
and motoring is a joy. Our roads are 1 ike a house floor. 

Ellen is in Boston for a few weeks. We drove her in our 
auto to Lowell — has been gone two weeks and will stay until , 
after Thanksgiving. 

Two weeks ago today Mr. Perley Hazen of St Johnsbury called 
here for an hour or two on his way from Rutland to his home. I 
was just ready to go to church, but was very glad I had not left | 
hte house — for he came here the next week after we come home | 

from the West and none of us were here. He was quite surprised 

to know that we had been with you so lately. We sure had a very | 

pleasant hour telling of our visit with you all. He is a very |l: 

interesting man and was very much pleased with Rochester ^nd | 
enjoyed the ride through Granville and the Moss Glenn Gulf road I 
to Warren and the scenery. I 


















If you will come east next year we will take you all over 
the hills and valleys of Vermont. Think it over this winter and 
it will improve your health to have it to consider and plan for. 
We talk about our visit with you to all our old friends here. 
Charley Martin came in and stayed all one afternoon to hear all 
about you in Ames and other old friends we met. Mr. Herbert 
Cushman called and said he realized how few people were left here 
who would remember you as he did -- was very glad to hear of you. 

I certainly enjoy telling it — over and over again and wish 
there were more to tell it to. 


We enjoyed our stay in Chicago very much — were there just 
a week then to Cleveland, Rochester, N.Y. and to- Boston with my 
nephews for another week. So we finished the month of Sept.into 
October before we were home. Now we have it to think about -- a 
royal good time. Thanks to you all. I get such good letters 
from Cousin Lydia, would like to hear from you. 

With Love to A11 

Sincere 1y, 

Julia Pierce 

Notes: 


(28). - Julia the writer of this letter and her sister, Ellen, 
lived together in the spacious Pierce home in Rochester,Vt. Ellen 
was the widow of Chester PierceC1819-1896) and Julia was the widow 
of Chester's son, Edward PierceC1843-1914). After Chester's 
first wife, Caroline (Briggs) Pierce (1822-1869) died he had 
married Ellen Ashley in 1883. Chester died in 1896. Edward, the 
son of Chester and Caroline, died in 1914. Today (1988) the 
former Pierce (Briggs) home in Rochester is operated as the 
Rochester Inn. 

Julia and Ellen were not only sisters but 'in-laws' and had 
something of step-mother/ step-daughter relationship as well. 

Julia died in 1925 at the age of 84; Ellen died in 1934 at the 
age of 91. 

*******************-»f************************************-)f ******** 
***************************************************************** 
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The Tildein home on Douglas Avenue built by George and Lydia in 1869. 
(See George's letter dated June 4,1869 on page 26) This house was the 
site of many Tilden family gatherings. In about 1892 George and Lydia 
built and moved into their second home that still remains (substantially 
remodeled in 1918) at 903 Douglas, A few years after George^s death. 
Lydia had their first home cut into two houses which were then moved 
over on to the Kellogg side of the block. One of those houses remains 
today at the 912 Kellogg Avenue address. In 1904 Lydia built a new 
somewhat {smaller home that remains today at 915 Douglas, the approximate 
site of the original house shown here. 

'A very large company assembled at George Tilden's elegant residence Thursday evening 
to ooaineiDorate the good time present. ( a short literary entertainment had been 
followed by a dinner) The house was crowded to its full capacity by the good people 
of Anies who seemed to take pleasure in developing the bump of solid enjoyment to the 
largcjst extent., $76. was raised in behalf of the Congregational Society.' - Ames 
Intelligencer - July 21,1883. 
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V - Emerson Letters 


r^- 

t- 


Emerson relatives and friends of Mary (Emerson) Cooper, mother 

of Lydia Ann (Cooper) Til den. 

*#*****4f** 

Mary Ann Emerson was the daughter of Lyman Emerson; he was b. 
Rochester , Vermon t, 15 Oct. 1792. He d. there 4 Dec. 1868. Mary Anna's 
mother was Lyman Emerson^s first wife, Anna Warren (1794-1826). 
Mary Ann was b, Rochester, Vt. 30 Aug.1820. She m.l4 March 1842 
to Barna Cooper also of Rochester.Vt. She d.3 Nov.1851 at 
Rochester, Vt. leaving one child, her daughter, Lydia Ann Cooper, 

b. 5 Dec.1842 The Emerson and Cooper families were both farmers 
in Rochester. 




Letter No.1. 

S.J.EMERSON,1 Tecumseh, MI to MARY ANN EMERSON, Rochester,VT. 

Oct 21st 1839 (#16) 

Dear Cousin 

I now take my pen in hand to inform you that I am well and 
in very good health now. I have had the ague and fever about 
three weeks back. I am in a store at Tecumseh now and probably 
shall stay about four months longer if nothing happens. I get $5 
per month for the first year and if I stay any longer I shall 
probably have more wages. The man which I live with now is very 
cross and snappish and his wife is not much better. If I can 
find any better place I shall go. Father is tending Mill at this 
place now and he thinks he shall stay this winter--his health is 
good and all the rest of the folks. Ellen is at work from home 
now for twelve shi lings per week. There is calls for them all 
the time but mother keeps one of them at home with her. Cordelia 
is at work out most of the time for six shilings a week. Alzina 
is well and at home. I would like to go back and see folks but 

: shall not like to stay long for fear I should get home sick. I 
E like to live here for there is plenty of all kinds of game deer, 
r turkey, wild geese and all kinds of other animals—and I can hunt 
[ now and then when I get time for that reason. I like to live 

f here. Tell Lyman that I wish he would come out here and stay. 

[ If he should come here and stay one year he never would want to 
I go back. If he does not come out here I want him write to me as 

[ soon as you get this I have wrote four or five times and have 

I received no answer. If I get no answer this time I shall write 


Page 97 





again In a good while. Give my respects to all of my friends and 
relation-s^i 

Yours respectfully 
S. J. Emerson 

(1) - The above letter written from Tecumseh» Michigan. Michigan 
had become a state in 1837 just two years earlier. Tecumseh is 
located about 30 miles south-westerly of Ann Arbor. The writer 
of this letter was Stillman Johnson Emerson, son of Stillman 
Emerson, a brother of Mary Ann's father, Lyman Emerson. 

Stillman,Sr. and his family had moved on to Michigan and would ; 

later reside in the Wisconsin Territory. The writer of this 
letter later settled in Clinton, Indiana. Three years later in 
1842 Mary Ann, the recipient of this letter, married Barna Cooper 
<1867)and their only child and daughter, Lydia Ann, would (1869) 
settle at Ames,Iowa with her husband, George G.Tilden. 

*********^f**^^4f *************************************************** 

Letter No.2. 

JANE GREELEY,2 Rochester, VT to MARY ANN EMERSON, at school in 
Springfield, VT. 

Nov. 1st 1840 (#18) 

Dearest Mary Ann 

I have just heard that Mr. and Mrs. Hovard start for home in 
the morning and that I would write you a few lines. I have been 
down to Mr. Neston's to attend a meeting this evening—we had a 
very good one indeed. Mr. Dergg gave us a lecture on faith in 
the promises of God. There was also another minister present as 
agent of the Great Society. Mr. Clark left us two or three weeks 
since we have another clergyman; however, a Mr. Dergg but he is 
not intending to stay long—is a very smart intelligent 
man--rath<?r too much for us. The salary he asks is 600 a year. 

0 Mary Ann shal1 we ever have another pastor—shal1 we ever again 
be united and feel that meeting tenderness toward each other 
which becomes us as Christians as sons and daughters of being of 
infinite love. Memory often brings to mind the many pleasant 
meetings we have enjoyed whilst under Mr.Noble's pastoral care*. 
Well, may we exclaim with the afflicted Job "0 that we were as in 
months past when the candle of the Lord shone upon us and by his 
light we walked through darkness. May those happy scenes of i 
which we have so many vivid recollections soon return. * 


i 
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r There have been two deaths here since you left—Mr. Dart and 

c Amanda Flenders both with the Typhus fever. Mr. D. was sick only 

[ ^ week died very suddenly. The rest of the sick are getting 

I better , I be 1ieve . 

When I commenced writing to you I thought that I would scold 
you a little for not writing to me before now. Elizabeth showed 
I me this noon the note which she received from you by Mr. Wendal1. 

I At first I was almost provoked that you did not write me 
I also but calling to mind the golden rule of doing as we would be 
I done by I concluded to pen you a few lines hoping that in so 
[ doing I should heap sufficient fire upon your head as to cause 
! you to write me soon. I was happy to hear that Mrs Noble was 
I gaining and that she stood her Journey so well. Give my love to 
j her and also to Mr. Noble. I hope that they will have some 
; pleasing associations connected with Rochester. I think that 
[ they will and am sorry that they should have any painful ones. 


i But indeed I must close as it is getting rather late. I 

I presume that you enjoy your school very much. Are you intending 
I to teach this winter? I think some of teaching. Write me all 
! about Springfield—and Mr. Noble's family. love to Electa—and 
praying God that you may become more humble and obedient 
followers of him who was meek and lowly of mind and that our 
( warmest aspirations may ascend to that upper and brighter region 
I before him who is clothed in majesty for the descent of the Holy 
Spirit to warm and elevate our hearts above the vain things of 
> life to lead us in the path of duty whilest we dwell here on 
earth—and to prepare us for those scenes of immortality which 
, await those who have faithfully served their God. 


we 1 1 

Lord. 

From 


I close wishing that you may have received Joyful welcome of 
done good and faithful servant enter into the Joy of the 
Excuse my letter as it has been written in great haste, 
your Friend, 


June Greeley 

(2) - Perhaps the wife or sister of Richard Greeley, listed as a 
property owner in 1839 north of Rochester Village. The writer 
possibly was a childhood friend and neighbor of Mary Ann's. 


I 

i 

I 


hr 

f 


Note<i^):The above letter gives a glimpse of religious feeling of 
the mid 1800's period in Rochester, Vt. The Rev. Noble referred 
to would have been Calvin D. Noble, the Congregational minister 
there from 1836-1840, The Congregational Church of Rochester was 
founded in 1808. Mr. Noble was the fourth pastor by 1836. Note 
the salary of $600.00 requested by one of the current candidates. 
Apparently Rev. Noble had some problems maintaining unity although 
this letter writer suggests that there was real unity present 
during his pastorale. Perhaps there were minority but influential 
members—trouble makers? 
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**##****^f^*#*#***##**##^##****************^****^***^*************^ 

Letter No.3. 


MARTHA WARREN3 (of Rochester, VT?) to MARY ANN EMERSON, 

(Spr ingf i(?ld, VT?) 

C1B40 or 1841) 

Dear Cousin, 

I no»w sit down to write a few 1 ines to you to let you know 
how we are—we are all well—we have not heard a word from you 
since Lyman come back—it is not because we have not inquired--it 

is our first inquiry to know how you like _. The principal 

object in writing is to tell you of the death of Mary Ann 
Chandler she died last Tuesday with the typhus fever which 
continued about 30 days. She was deprived of her reason until a 
few hours before her death—seeing her friends by her bed she 
said she thought she was not dying and looking up at the doctor 
asked why he had not told her before she could not live. She 
then bad€? them all farewell and expired. The funeral was 
attended at Rochester (by) a very large congregation for a week 
day. There were but few mourners. The young ladies were 
requested to walk as mourners. It is very sickly here now. 
Perhaps you would like to know what I am doing. I can hardly 
tell you. I went up to Mr. Youngs yesterday and came back this 
morning horseback and almost froze my hands so that I can not 
bend my fingers to a pen. If you can read this you will do well 
for it is as much as I can do--let no one see this for pity sake. 
Mr. Baker got back last night. I have not heard how he likes nor 
any thing about it. Write the first opportunity--good ^bye. 

Martha Warren 

(3) - Mary Ann's mother was Anna Warren who was Lyman Emerson 
Sr.'s first wife; she died 6 January 1826 and he married 2nd her 
sister, Olive Warren. Martha Warren apparently was a first cousin 
living in Rochester, Vt. This letter was not dated but likely was 
written also in late 1840 or early 1841 while Mary Ann was in 
Springfield, Vt. and before she married Barna Cooper in 1842. 
Sickness and death as experienced then is felt in this letter 
again. The writer's reference to "mourners" is interesting. 
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Letter No. 4. 

ELLEN M.4 CEMERSON) MORRIS, Racine, Wis.Terr., to MARY ANN 
(EMERSON) COOPER, Rochester, Vermont. 

March 20,1845. 

Dear Cousin 

I obtained a paper from you a day or two since which again 
reminded me that I had not written you for a great length of time 
and I resolved not to send a paper in return - but once more 
write trusting to your charity to pardon the negligence of your 
ungenerous cousin. But now that I have commenced I know not how 
to proceed as I have nothing of interest to communicate. That I 
was married the 5th of Oct. 1843 I presume you already know, but 
that we have a son, perhaps is news. If so, I would say that 
such is the case - 5 months old the 16th of this month - a large 
healthy boy. His father thinks him worth boasting of. But, Mary 
Ann, although now the picture of health I consider him only a 
lent, liable at a moments warning to be taken from my embrace - 
and be left to mourn his loss. 

We still live at the Rapids, own a small house and lot. We 
expect to remain here untill the 1st of Dec. when we intend to 
move onto our farm about 6 miles west. You may think that a 
strange time of year to commence farming - and so it is - but at 
present he is engaged carrying on a saw mill and lime works - 
which he thinks will be more profitable for this season. In the 
meantime he will be making improvements on his farm. 0 Cousin 
M., if you could come and settle by us (here) how pleasant we 
should be. - And methinks even now if you were here you would 
be persuaded to stay. 

The weather for the last week has been exceedingly warm. We like 
May better than March. There is not a speck of snow to be found 
in the thickest woods - the frost is nearly all out of the 
ground, and many of the prairie flowers are alredy in bloom. Can 
you say that of Vermont? I think not. But yet this country is 
preferable to others in many respects. Yet there are objections 
to settling in Wisconsin - and one very prominent one is a want 
of society. That in many parts of our country is either very 
poor or none at all. In our settlement we have preaching once in 
two weeks. A Sunday School was organized last Sabbath - expecting 
this we have not the privedge of attending meeting short of 
going to Racine Village 28 miles from here or the same distance 
other ways. 
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The people here as a general thing enjoy very good health which 
you will admit is a great blessing; although for the year past 
there has been some considerable sickness in some of lake 

villages. Probably it will increase with the population. But we 
expect that wherever we are. Father now lives 2 1/2 
miles from us; they are well. 

Perhaps you would like to know something respecting the family - 
as I suppose you have not heard from them in some time. I can 
not tell you that good fortune alone is theirs, for various have 
been the scenes through which they have passed for the last two 
years. But for the present he is emgaged in a grist mill where I 
should Judge he is doing tolerably well. Father, Mother and 
Alzina will live together this summer. Cordelia has taken a 
school which is to commence the 1st of May. Eunice has spent 
nearly a year learning the Mi liners trade, and she intends to 
work in Racine for the present - she knows not how long. Johnson 
is engaged there also. From this you will perceive the family 
are very scattered - yet we can meet often. 

It seems considerably like Vermont here now. There are so many 
of our relatives and acquaintances near. 3 of Uncle Peases sons 
, Mr.Leonard, Mr.Lucy, and Mr.Hubbard are near, and cousin Lyman 
lives with us. L.5 has been sick some this winter with the 
Rhumatism, but is nearly well now - we think will be entirely 
recovered as it becomes warm settled weather as he is troubled 
when there comes a cold day. He is very much pleased with the 
country - so much so that he says that he shal 1 never go to 
Vermont to live again any length of time. Cousin Edwin has taken 
a short tramp out west, and is so well please he intends starting 
again tomorrow to look still farther - he intends settling in 
Wisconsin if his wife^s health is good enough to admit of such a 
J ourney. 

And now - whilst your people are visiting this wester world, I 
should like to take a trip to my native land and once more behold 
the faces of those that are still dear although separated so 
great a distance. But Cousin M. if I should not be so fortunate 
as to see you there , shall I not be favored by a visit from you 
here. I think you would enjoy the journey, and we would all be 
happy to see you. 
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I shall be under the necessity of sending you some recent papers 
for want of news to fill it - for I think of nothing more which 
would be interesting or entertaining. I wish you to write as you 
receive this and tell me about all the friends. for I have heard 
from none of them in a great while. And now that I have 
commenced, I hope that I shall write oftener - then perhaps I 
shall hear from them. Please give my love to yourself, husband 
and daughter. (Oh how I wish I could see her - kiss her for 
me. ) 

From your Affectionate Cpousin, 

Ellen M.Morris 

Notes: 

(4) - This is Ellen Maria Emerson again. .She was b.3 Apr. 1823 
the daughter of Stillman Emerson and Maria (Griffin) Emerson. 

All natives of Rochester. Vt. Stillman Emerson was a brother of 
Lyman Emerson, father of Mary (Emerson) Cooper to whom this letter 
is addressed. 

(5) - Think this is Lyman an older brother of Mary's. 

***************************************************************** 
******^^****#******************-)f-if ***************************** 


Letter No.5. 

ELLEN (EMERSON) MORRISS^ Caledonia, Wisconsin Territory to MARY 
A. COOPER, Rochester VT. 

January 25, 1846 

Dear Cousin Mary 

After delaying this long I seat myself to reply to yours 
written Thanksgiving day which was duly recev'd and perused with 
deep interest. At the same time could but regret that you were 
disappointed although it furnished me an opportunity of hearing 
from you which under the circumstances I might not have enjoyed. 


We have at last moved on to our farm and here with only my 
husband and boy in the family I am taking all the comfort you can 
imagine. Our house is not all finished yet but it does very well 
this winter and in the Spring we intend to finish the rest. We 
call our boy George Stillman he is now 15 months old—very large 
of his age—runs all over the house—is in all sorts of mischief 
and is beginning to talk considerably. 

You wished me to write about Father's family. I was there 
last Wednesday found mother rather poorly but she was better when 
I left—think it was nothing serious. Father is very well. 
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Johnson is living at Milwaukee—has hired out to some man—I have 
forgotten his name. Eunice has served her apprenticeship and 
entered into partnership with her old mistress. They are now at 
Burlington. I heard from her at long since she was well and 
talked of coming home this winter on a visit. 

Cordelia taught school last summer 5 months at $10/per 
week. In the Fall she went to learn the dressmaking trade. She 
is to stay 9 months - does nothing but sew; her health is very 
good. Alzina also taught school 9 months at the same time. She 
lives at home - enjoys pretty good health. 

Charles M. arrived is Sept. - spent some time with us - 
traveled some considerably liked (it) very well. He lives with 
Mr. Sand. Austin this winter near Milwaukee. In the Fall he had 
a few fits of the Ague but the last I heard he was well - and 
very well contented. (If his mother has not heard of his being 
sick perhaps it would be better not to let her know it as she 
might worry about him.) He has not seen Lyman yet. L.(Lyman) 
left here the same day that C.(Charles) arrived and has not yet 
returned. He went north for the purpose of finding employment 
that would agree with him better than farming. (As he could not 
well work at that or (at) chopping since he was sick - prommising 
when he did to write. He has written nothing as yet - or at 
least we have recieved nothing form him. But we heard a short 
time since that he was in the Pinery and had charge of a saw 
mill - his business is to measure lumber and oversee the work. 
I have not doubt it is correct. If we hear nothing from him I 
shall expect him here at the opening of navigation as he left his 
trunk and part of his clothing with us. 

I believe he intends visiting you next summer. Oh how I 
wish I could accompany him - what fine times we would have. M. 
don^t you think so? But I think I shall have to postpone 
visiting you until some future time. 

'"I am told that Mr. Austin and wife are going east this 
summer. Chester thinks Mother had better go with him but I 
hardly think she will get started. 
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The weather is beautiful - it is thawing very fast. The 
roads are so wet I could not go to meeting. We have had very 
little sleighing this winter and I see no prospect of having any 

t i-^ think of nothing more that would interest you. 
(and I thnk your patience will be weary what is already scratched 
down for it can hardly be called writing. I will close by 
requesting you to write as soon as you receive this - not 
forgetting that all the events however triffling they may appear 
to youwi11 be interesting to me. Give my respects to Mr.Cooper 
and all inquiring friends “ and believe me ~ 

As ever your Aff. Cousin 
Ellen M.Morris 


Direct your letters.to - Ives Grove - Racine Co. 

W.T. (Wisconsin Territory) 


Notes: 

(6) - The date line shows this letter as being sent from 

Caledonia - also a Vermont town name. This suggests that several 
Vermont natives may have settled in this same area and have placed 
a familiar Vermont name on their new home. Ellen Morris has 
identified herself by naming other members of he family in this 
letter. She was Ellen Maria Emerson the daughter of Stillman 
Emerson who was a brother or Mary Ann^s father^Lyman Emerson. 

Ellen had m. Timothy Dwight Morris. 

Ellen Morris was b. 3 April 1823 so would have been in her 23rd 
year as she wrote this letter. Mary Ann was Just three years 
older at the time. 

Wisconsin became a state in 1848 - two years later. 

Letter No. 6. 

D.W.EMERSON,Racine, Wisconsin Territory to his sister, MARY ANN 
(EMERSON) COOPER, Rochester, Vt. 

Racine Oct. 6,1846 (#27) 

Dear Sister: 

In as much as you may expect to hear from us, I very reluctantly 
devote a few of my leisure moments to that purpose. I say 
reluctant because my knowledge of things in this is as yet of 
course very limited.. Have living at L's ®this season up to 

10th inst. Health has been usually good. Started west the 10th 
- arrived here the 25th - a tollerable good Journey. Lakes 
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were somewhat rough, however, which caused an abundance of i 
vomiting especially among the female portion. Found John and ; 
William Powers at Buffalo doing good business. John's 

connection with the Post Office has (been hard) and (he) looks , 
not very rugged. William is in a grocery has been at Buffalo i 
some five months. They are all quite as tal 1^ as Barna. I^t is | 
surprising to see the change since they were at . Uncle | 

P.'s folks they said were usually well. Eunice is at home and 
rather consumptive. Well I am at Uncles where I now am the . 
24th. Found them all here except Johnson. Uncles health was 
not very good - had had a shake or chil 1 the day before and 
another that eve. Commenced taking balm oil the next day.. That 
morning, the 30th, Aunt (took) cold. They have all got up again 

however.-The medicine seems to be a good dose. - to purge out 

- and then quinine or Pine - to turn or break up the fever. 

Chester & Joseph Pease are having their turns at shaking - that 
we all have had here except Eunice9 v^^o has been at Burlington 
and has perhaps had a different air. - she is as small as you 

please and knows how to cough as well as -. (She) has learned 

the milliner's trade the past year - has been at home - commenced 
school this fall which she will be able to continue in a few 
days. EllenlOlives eight miles from this place - is well - has 
two children - married pretty well - they have a pleasant place 
and (are) well off for people in this section. 

Johnsonll (is) driving stage thirty miles north. How he makes it 
(I) don't know. Taken together they have undergone a great deal 
since they left Rochester. Sometimes have been prospered in 
pecuniary matters and then the reverse. Unclel2 jg milling. • 

They get a good living and are as cheerful and happy in 
appearance as any other family. | 

The 25th Francis came up from the south - has been in Lousianna : 

up to July when he was taken sick with the billious fever - soon ; 

got a little better and started for the north - has been with ; 
Enoch some two and a half months regaining his health. He seems ! 
to be building saw mills and machines for separating the seed j 
from cotton. Perhaps (he) makes money perhaps fast - perhaps not 
of course... Could find out nothing from him about that matter. 
Had a good deal - or had a good deal to say about slaves - • 
slavery etc. Thinks the people of the north act very foolish : 
and neither knows or consider the true condition of the slaves ! 
and slavery. That it is wrong in every sense is no doubt. But j 
slaves in many cases it is their all. Many feel disposed to set 
them at liberty - but this they can not do - the law is such - 
and if they could the slaves are in such ignorance they could not 
support themselves - would either starve or live by plunder. 
Ignorant of course or they could not be kept - and if set free 
would starve. There is no other way but that they must be bought 
by (the) government - put on some section of the country - 
protected and educated. (He) spoke of John Bull's^^ having a 
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good deal of sympathy for the slave, but that she could hire her 
own subjects cheaper than feed the slaves. Enough of that. F. 
stayed here -4 days and returned to Lousianna where he intends to 
spend the winter and then come north - how far don^t know. 

Enoch s^'^ family all well - get a good living and that is all as 
produce down the is worth C little). LymanlS came here from the 
north the day before Francis left His health is good - has been 
tending saw mill - thinks of lumbering the coming winter at the 
same place. Perhaps I may accompany him. Eunice found Henry CV. 
and F.Rust-. 

Nearly one half the people in the T^yiS weather 
has been dry and hot and people that have lived here ten years 
are sick but there are compar i t i ve 1 y few deaths. I had desired 
to say something about the country - its prospects - but must 
c1ose. 

From your brother 

D.W.Emerson 


Notes: 

C7) - David Warren Emerson, Mary Ann (Emerson) Cooper's brother. 
He was born Rochester, Vt. 14 Sept 1822. He settled in Racine, 
WI. He m. in 1854 Sarah E.Tasker. 

(8) - He uses only the initial here. No doubt he refers to Lyman 
Emerson, his older brother b. at Rochester,Vt. 28 May 1816. Lyman 
settled at Manitowoc,WI. 

(9) - Eunice Emerson, probably a cousin and the daughter of 
Stillman Emerson, Uncle of Mary Ann and of the writer of this 
letter. 

(10) - Ellen (Emerson) Morris, another cousin, a daughter of 
Stillman Emerson. Sister of Eunice mentioned earlier. 

(11) - Stillman Johnson Emerson, another cousin, the son of 
Stillman Emerson, b. 20 Apr.1821. Using the name of Johnson 
distinguishes him from his father. Stillman Emerson had also 
settled in Wisconsin 

(12) - An Emerson Uncle or a Dana Uncle? 

(13) - John Bull, symbol of England. 

(14) - Enoch Emerson, son of Enoch Emerson of Rochester, Vt. and 
another cousin. He was b Rochester, b 15 Apr.1791. The writer of 
this letter also ahd a brother, Enoch, who was b. 18 Apr.1857 he 
would not have been in Wisconsin in 1846. 
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(15) - Same as note No.(2). 

(16) - Territory. 


#**#*****-H-******#****^****************'^***^********^*‘^*********** 


Letter No.7. 

ELLEN (EMERSON) MORRIS, Caledonia,Wlsconsin Territory to MARY ANN 
(EMERSON) COOPER, Rochester, Vermont. 

Jan. 30, 1848.17 
Dear Cousin 

More than a year has elapsed since I have written or 
received ai letter from you. And thinking you might be waiting 
for me I embrace the present opportunity of writing you. I have 
no reasonable excuse to offer you for this long delay, except 
that of my family increased cares multitply and I seem to find 
little time to write to those dear by the ties of nature yet 
rendered still dearer from that close intimacy which for years 
existed between us. 

You have doubtless heard ere this - that we have a second 
son. He is now 17 months old. We call him Henry Dwight. George 
is a great boy now 3 years old, rather backward in talking. He 
has learned the alphabet and can read in two letters, likes his 
book very much. We all enjoy confortable health and as a 
general thing it is quite healthy through out the country. 

Perhaps you would like to know how I get along on a farm 
having lived on one but little since my childhood. Last summer 
we bought four cows and I thought I would try making cheese. I 
had never seen one made but ^D^s mother, living near, offered to 
assist me - so after securing some instruction I commenced and 
succeeded so well I made several. David pronounced them ^very 
good' - think he ought to be a Judge as he came from a cheese 
making county. The winter thus far has been a very open one. 
We have not had good sleighing as yet, and the winter is so far 
advanced we shall not be likely to have much if any. 

I visited Father's about a week since - found them all well 
except mother. She had inflamation on the lungs — was very sick 
for a few days - indeed her recovery was considered very 
doubtful. When I left she was better. Yesterday I heard from 
her so was still gaining. David remains at father's. He is 
better than he was in the forepart of the winter but (can) not 
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labor. The physician advises him to ride on horseback. He has 
done so of late and thinks it has been a benefit. He has talked 
some of going east in the summer, but he told me his physician 
thought that would be of no great advantage. Lyman is still at 
the mill - probably will come down in the summer. 

I suppose you have been apprised of Eunice's marriage before 
now as David told us he sent you a paper containing it. But as 
that may get mislaid, I will give you her husband's name. It is 
Franklin E.Hoyt. His family was from Vermont some five years 
since. Now live at Rochester, Racine County about 20 miles west 
of here. My acquaintance with them is very limited - but so far 
as I have learned they are considered fine people. 

Alzina lives at home - is the largest girl in the family. 
Cordelia - if she can be spared - will probably stay in Racine 
working at her trade. I wish you - as soon as you receive this 
if you can overlook my negligence » to write and tell me of all 
the folks as I hear but very little except what you write. Write 
me of cousin Eunice - where they live and what doing - and 
cousin Charles and if he has given up Wisconsin. Such a shame 
no one who dare visit us. Tell him that part where he thought of 
stopping is becoming thickly settled and is considered by some - 
one of the best sections in the country. 

How is your mother and Aunt Eunice? In short I wish to hear 
from all the near and dear friends in my native land. I should 
like to inquire respecting Uncles 'A' and 'E' but will say only 
if you feel disposed. I will be very glad of any intelligence 
you may give concerning them painful as it may be. 

As I have written nearly all that I think would interest 
you, I wi11 tell you of a family 3 or 4 miles from us that lost a 
little girl 2 1/2 years old this winter under the most agrivating 
circumstances. The father was at work outside the gate when his 
little girl with her bonnet and shawel on came out to play. She 
stayed a short time and said she guessed she would go home. He 
did not observe which way she went, but soon after went to the 
house. His wife inquired for the child he presumed to be there. 
They immediately commenced their search. The parents together 
with a few neighbors searched nearly all night but no traces were 
found. The next day the news had spread some distance and a 
great number came to search with like success. The day following 
they called all the men for many miles around and searched so 
faithfully and to such a distance it was thought that she must 
have been destroyed by wild beasts or picked up by the Indians. 
The parents were nearly distracted. A day or two after two 
women, who could not give her up, were in pursuit of her and 
coming near a tree lying upon the grownd discovered the child by 
the top lying upon her face with her arms cropped under her 
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forehead. It la supposed she ‘ 

In this position fell asleep from which she never awoke. 


I have stretched my story to such a length I have nearly 


filled my sheet and I must draw to a close by requesting you 


to 


write immediately. 


Give my respects to Mr.Cooper. 

Your affectionate cousin ” 

FI 1Pn M 


Mnrris 


Dwight says I must tell you that two weeks since he saw flowers 
in bloom on the prairie. (Dwight Morris, Ellen^s husband.) 

Note: 

(17) - The cancellation date on the above envelope was Feb. 16, 

1848.. Wisconsin became a state later that same year. Note the 
names of towns and villages in Wiscosnsin that recall towns in 
Vermont. (Caledonia “ Burlington - Rochester) Rochester, Vt. 
seems well represented in S.E.Wisconsin in 1848. Note reference 
to David Warren Emerson, and Lyman Emerson, Mary Ann's brothers 
now living in the Wsiconsin Territory. 


*********************^********#********************************** 
*******************************************^******'^************** 


Letter No. 8. 


DAVID EMERSON,18 Racine, Wisconsin Territory, to his sister, MARY 
ANN (EMERSON) COOPER, Rochester, Vt. 

RACINE - AUG. 22,li848. 

MY DEAR SISTER: 

Though there is little or nothing to write about yet, in as much 
as there is a good opportunity of sending will drop a line - 
yours of last Spring remains unanswered. Have written but little 
to what I should have doubtless under other circumstances owing 
to the fact that I have done but little or been in condition for 
composing or writing anything worth reading. 

My health, however, is good enough - and has been perhaps a very 
low state of health would have been best in the end. Should we 
not be left repine threreat. Yes, sister a day of adversity 

(temporarily) is better than a day of prosperity. 

Yes. Dear Heavenly Father, if we are truly His will - mete out 
our changes to Him in mercy and will do al1 things for our good. 
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We are truly favored being surrounddr by a healthful religious 
influence and having (so far as I am concerned, and having ( so 
far as I am concerned) an opportunity of attending upon the 
administrations of the Sabbath - which are good, pointed, 
wholesome and calculated and will prove a savor of life unto 
life - or the other extreme. May it be our happy lot (and all 
who are thus favored) to make a wise improvement thereon. 

Our Brother has at length a little space which he proposes to 
visit his native place and friends (so far as living). You 

will, of course, be very glad to see him, and will, if in a 
tolerable state of health, enjoy a visit very much indeed. Would 
that I could go along. Would wish to stay much longer, however, 
than he desires. 


Should like well to see Lydia Ann. Should hardly know her - or 
she me. Being very much altered since I saw her. Ah! All the 
good people - those - and of all we know - those of our earlier 
days seem most dear. 

Should our lives be prolonged, I shall doubtless see you ere long 
as it requires but a short time to come to you. Our people are 
all well - a universal state of health seems to prevail owing to 
the frequent rains this season there has been little or no 
sickness. Wonderfully favored in this respect. The earth has 
and is producing abundant crops. 

Saw P.Cooper 19 last of June - was at his place - seems to be 
doing a tolerable business - is I believe well liked and with 
attention can not help doing well. Of our people I need say 
nothing as you will be duly informed therof. 

Give my regards to all 

Yours truly - from your 
Aff. Brother David 


Notes: 


(18) - David Emerson now settled in the Wisconsin Territory 
writes to his ailing sister back in Rochester. Strong family ties 
are underlined throughout this letter. David was born at 
Rochester, Vt. 14 Sept.1822. 

(19) - P.Cooper would have been Phineas L.Cooper, son of Phineas 
Cooper whose home was in Rochester Village. He was a nephew of 
Barna Cooper and of Mary Ann. The younger Phineas Cooper was born 
at Rochester, Vt. 3 June 1824. - making his age 24 as this is 
written. 
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Letter No. 9. 


LOUISA EMERSON20^ Lowell to MRS. MARY ANN COOPER, Rochester. VT. 

June nth 1850 (#17) 

Dear Sister, 

I received your letter this evening and was very glad to : 
hear from you. Sorry to hear that you are so low, and as your i 
wished me to come home and stay with you this summer, I will come * 
in two weeks and perhaps sooner. Would go now if convenient if 
you cannot get anyone to take care of you untill that time please 
so write and I will come immediately. 

Have some fears that I shall not suit but will do the best I . 


can. 

As for the wages I shal1 no 
think will be right. 



Mary Ann (Bnerson) Cooper and Barna Cooper, parents of 
where they farmed. Their farm home was located east 
Rochester Mountain. 


be particular—give me what you 1 

i 

I 

» 

I 

I 

I 



Lydia Ann Cooper. They lived in Rochester, Vermont 
of the village on the west slopes of Mt.Cushman and 
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I will write to Father and have him meet me in the village. 


This from your affectionate sister 
Louisa Emerson 


Note: 

(20) - Mary Ann (Emerson) Cooper died 3 November, 1851 at age 31. 
The above letter written over a year before her death indicates 
that her health was then declining. Cause of her death is not 
known but very likely was consumption. Louisa was Mary Ann's half 
sister and was born in 1830—the daugther of Lyman and Olive 
Warren Emerson. Mary Ann's mother, Anna Warren, died in 1826. 
Their mothers were sisters. 


************#***#*##*-)f ******************************************* 
*************************************************************** 

Letter No.10. 


DAVID EMERS0N21, Racine, WI to MRS.BARNA (MARY ANN) COOPER, 
Rochester, Vermont. 

June 13,1850 
My Dear Sister: 

I can hardly remember when I directed a line to you directly not 
that you are or have been forgotten - ney ney - by no means and I 
would that I were near you that I might grasp the friendly hand - 
exchange the kind look and speak not in this dry manner - a 
thousand miles away. Yes - it would be so pleasant for how often 
has your state looked over by me so far as might be at the time 
when life with me seemed at a low ebb. The little 
inconveniences that I experienced seemed to vanish at the thought 
of your — complaints. And how frequently have I felt to 
sympathize with you in your trials - as poor a comforter perhaps 
as Jobs - but yet your afflictions at this great distance away 
seem great - but if possible - if pain will admit therof - be 
cheerfu1 look upon the bright side. 

Although you at times seem to see none perhaps so far as this 
earth is concerned - but you have a never failing source of 
happiness in your Redeemer and Savior - and whom we know does not 
afflict willingly but for our good - don't then ever repress 
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knowing that all Is from the Lord and will at last prove a source 
of grat happinmess. 

Wei 1 - I am here as when you last heard from me. Health good - 
enjoy 1 ife first rate. We ought to be sick some in order to 

appreciate any degree of health. Alsin is here as during 
Winter and teaching then 4 Cdollars) per week. Cordelia has 
gone out v^est a few miles to teach - is well pleased - is to 
remain some five months. Don^t know but that she shall get 
married “ perhaps not. Lyman has been six weeks since in good 
health I get a letter from him once a week or so - the last 

dated the 6th inst. Well and doing with his might with his 

hands. He labors and does business in good ernest - makes money 
every day. Will come to be rich in time should he live and 
prosper. We are dealing in lumber and provisions and get on in 
a smal1 way rather finely. Smal1 way because our business is 
not very extensive - but good and nice. 

Our people in this section are all well. A general state of 

health seems to prevail all through this section. 

At Noon: Since writing the above, Eunice22 jg jp from Rochester 
to stay a week or so - al 1 wel 1 . As I am busy and Chester is 
waiting fo'r the boat - I must close this abruptly. Give my love 
to al1 - from your brother - 

Dav i d 


Notes: 

(21) - David Emerson again writes to his sister, Mary Ann. David, 
native of Rochester, Vermont, consols his sister 

who is experiencing poor health. As already suggested, she is in 
the advanced stage of consumption for which there was no adequate 
treatment in those days. 

(22) -• We hear again of Eunice who resides at Rochester, Wisconsin 
located about 40 miles west of Racine. Lyman appears to be 
indoustrously engages in some phase of the lumbering industry. 


*********************^f ******************************************* 
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Letter No.11, 


A.L.C00PER,23 Barton Landing.(Vt.) to MARY ANN COOPER, Rochester, 
Vt. 

Aug.5,1850. (#50) 

My Dear Aunt: 

For the first time in my life I sit down to write you a letter. 
To some it might seem a violation of the rules of etiquette for 
me to do this without a request from you, but I am unwilling to 
be chained down by such rules always. Especially with any 
intercourse with friends. Nor do I entertain any fears that this 
letter will be less acceptable to you because I write it 
voluntarily. I do this that you may feel assured that you are 
not unthought of by some who who are far away - and that I may 
''beguile some tedious hour^ which otherwise might hang too 
heavily upon you and weigh your spirits down to too low an ebb. 

Yes, Aunt, I often think of you and pray for you. I do not know 
as a day passes during which I do not remember you and put up a 
silent prayer to the throne of grace in your behalf. I know that 
you need devine aid every day. You have long felt the hand of 
the Lord heavily upon you. The months and years that you had 
hoped to devote to the active duties of life have been spent in 
enduring pain and sickness. It is not easy for one cheerfully 
to submit to such disappointment. Nature will not be - can not 
be “ transformed by renewing grace of God before one is prepared 
to bow submissively to Him who doth not afflict the children of 
man willingly - but for their good. 

That you may not think your case the worst possible, I will 
relate to you a case I met with the other day in my visits. It 
is the case of a mother of a large family. The family lived 
about a half mile in the woods. It was a log house - there was 
but one room in the house. There were five children - all girls 

- two grown - three smaller ones. She had been sick four 
months, confined to her bed three - and had taken no nourishment 
but water gruel & some cream for two months. Physicians tell 
her that her stomach is raw. She has no hope of recovery. You 
ask - has she religion? No, she has not when I saw her. She 
experienced religion some years since, but did not live it. She 
is now anxious to be reconciled to God. She was truly penitent 

- was glad that I had come to see her - and after commending her 
to God in prayer I left with a heart of sorrow. Her husband has 
lived an intemperate life. They were poor indeed. 

I am in usual health - if not better than usual. I have been in 
the hay fields afternoons for some time and think it has 
strengthened me. I am contented, have a good home and I know not 
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but kind friends. I 
striving to love Him with 
for God and the Salvation 
falls not. 


enjoying the favor of the Lord “ am 
al1 my heart. Have an Increasing zeal 
of sinners. Pray for me that my faith 


Love to Uncle. Lydia Ann, all the friends you see. , ® 


to write? If you are 
have Uncle write. May 


- please write me. 

I hear from you - or 


I would be glad to 
both of you? 


May the Lord be with you. 

Yours truly, 

A. L. Cooper 

Notes: 

(23) - Alanson L.Cooper, son of Silas Cooper and Rosilinda 

(Hubbard) Cooper. Silas Cooper was an older brother of Barna 
Cooper. Alanson grew up on a farm in Rochester's South Hollow 
not far from the Barna Cooper place. He was a Methodist minister 
and at the time he wrote this letter was located in northern 
Vermont. It was Rev.Alanson Cooper who gave the Centennial 
Address at Rochester in 1881. 


**************^************************************************** 

***********^****************^******************^***************** 


Letter No. 12. 

WILLIAM POWERS,24 Silver Silver Creek, (N.Y.) to MAY ANN 
(EMERSON) COOPER, Rochester, Vt. 

Dec. 21,1850, 

Dear Mary Ann 

Your kind and affectionate letter was received a few days hence 
for which we do thank you, and we desire to thank God that he 
gave you strength in your feeble state to write it. Although it 
excited deep sorrow and sympathy for your long affliction & 
present sore complaint, yet it gave us also great Joy to perceive 
that cheerful patience. Calm resignation, lovely hope, humble 
and fine trust in your Heavenly Father which is so fully evinced. 

You say that your Heavenly Father has dealt very tenderly with 
you. Yes God is good, gracious and merciful. His tender 
mercies are over all His works. He does not afflict willingly 
nor grieve the children of men, but he chastiseth whomever he 
loveth and scourgeth whom he receiveth for their good - to 
prepare them to receive his blessings. 
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You observe thdt consumption's jg not more sure of its victims* 
you suppose than your disease. We do however indulge the hope 
that your complaint may yet take a favorable turn - that you may 
yet recover and that you may yet live many years a comfort to 
your family and friends. But if God in his wise purposes has 
determined otherwise we rejoice that you can say from the heart - 
the will of the Lord is done. Precious in the eyes of God is 
the death of his Saints. He has graciously promised in his word 
of truth , to al1 who put their trust in Him, that he will never 
leave nor forsake them & though they walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death they need fear no evil. Death is called the 
king of terrors & it is indeed appalling to our fallen natures & 
Christians sometimes - and perhaps generally - ^start 8. fear to 
die.^ 

God loves to have his children believe his word & not doubt his 
promises and it is the Christianas privi ledge in the hour of 
death to resign his spirit into the arms as contentedly & 
Joyfully as the infant would go to sleep in its mother^s lap. 

Your allusion to Thanksgiving day when you used to go to your 
grandfather's and were so happy touched a tender cord in my 
heart. It revived the loved reminicences too of my childhood 8. 
youth with dea parents, brothers, sisters, friends and kind 
neighbors. The memory of Joys that are past as was said of the 

music of _ "is pleasing 8t mournful to the soul." There is 

indeed, as you say, a warm place in the heart around which such 
memories cluster. But now, "where are the friends that to us 
were so dear , long, long ago" - "the friends that we loved in 
the grave are laid low, long, long ago. 

***************************************************************** 
I will say again, I thank you for your letter & and if you have 
strength so you can do it without fatigue , we shall be happy if 
you shall write us again. I feel, however, that the one you have 
written cost you too great an effort. Perhaps you may write a 
few word or lines at a time, but do not tax your strength of 
body or mind so as to get worried or fatigued. We hope however 
that you may recover & and write us a good many letters & and we 
shall yet meet you in this world again. 

Your aunt and the children Join me in expressing their best 
wishes 8. affection. Remember me kindly to your husband and 
father. 


Your affectionate Uncle - 
(Notes next page) Wm. Powers 
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Notes: 


(24) - William Powers is probably a Great Uncle of Mary Ann's 
husband» EJarna Cooper. Barna's mother was Lydia Powers. Also, a 
Powers had married Barna's sister, but it seems more likely that 
this would have been the Uncle of Lydia Powers. 

Silver Crejek is located about thirty miles southwest of Buffalo on 
the shores of Lake Erie. 

(25) - From various references in these letters we can be quite 
certain that it was consumption that would bring about Mary Ann's 
untimely death. She died 3 Nov. 1851 about eleven months after 
this letter was written. Her only child, Lydia Cooper, was not yet 
nine years old. It was Lydia Cooper who married George G.Til den 
in 1867 and not long after that, in 1869, would move to Ames, 

Iowa. 

********^f ******************************************************** 
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VI - LETTERS TO BARNA COOPER 


Th6 fo1owinQ group of letters were written to Barna 
Cooper(1806“1967). Barna was the father of Lydia Ann Cooper who 
married George G.TiIden and moved to Iowa in 1869. Barna was a 
farmer residing at Rochester, Vermont. He had married Mary Ann 
Elmerson 14 March 1842. She died 3 Nov 1851. at Rochester, 
Vermont. 


**************************************************************** 

Letter No. 1. 

WILLIAM POWERS,1 Silver Creek, N.Y. to BARNA COOPER, Rochester, 
Vt. 


October 19, 1845 
Dear Barna: 


I received your letter of June 3rd by the Eatons which he left at 
the Post Office. I have not seen him and have no information 
about Rochester folks but in your short letter. I have (gone) 
several times to his father in law^s where he lived but he has 
gone away on a preaching tour. I understand he has now moved to 
the state of Ohio to tell independant sinners there that "ye 
shall not surely die." 


Ypu wish me to tell you your mother^s age. Thinking maybe a 
gratification to you to know the ages of all your grandfather 
Powers' family, I send you a list of all their births to wit: 


John Powers born 

Lydia Sanger " 

Lois " 

Phineas " 

Lydia (Your mother 
John " 

Isaac " 

Elizabeth " 

William 

Gershorn " 


.January 15,1747 

.August 16,1765 

.(Thursday)...Apri1 27, 1775 

.(Friday).Sept. 20, 1776 

.(Tuesday)....Apri1 7th 1778 

.(Sunday).Sept. 5th 1779 

.(Saturday)...Jan. 25th 1782 

.(Sunday).Feb. 16th 1783 

.(Friday).June 13th 1786 

.(Thursday)...June 11th 1789 


Your grandfather was born in Chelmsford, Massachusetts “ Your 
grandmother in Uxbridge, Massachusetts - the children in Croyden 
in one house. You ask about your Uncle Ger shorn's boys 8. your 
Uncle Hubbard's family and whether I mean to spend my days in 
this place. William is in Michigan; he failed sometime since in 














trade 8. I believe has taken the Bankrupt Act. He was. the last I 
heard, teaching a latin school. John is in the state of Ohio 
teaching school and studing Physics. 

Your Uncle Hubbard's family. I believe, are all well but your 
Aunt. Her health is poor, but no worse than it has been several 
years past. John and Elisha live in Michigan. John has failed 
too and taken the Bankrupt Act. John was owing me 250 or 300 
dollars. I sold his notes to Hatch signing them over. Hatch 
has called on me for the debt but I shall never pay it until I am 
compelled by a law suit. John had property enough for that a 
long time before he failed when it might have been collected. 
If I should finally have to pay it will almost ruin me. 


Isaac Hubbard 8. Samuel Shannon who married Isaac's sister live in 
Pennsylvania. Philandes 8. George (great stout fellows) live at 
or about home. Lucius lives in Vilenova nearby - he is well to 
live. I had a letter a short time since from your Uncle Isaac. 
Our friends are well at Attica. He wrote me that he meant to 
attend the Anti-Slavery National Convention at Buffalo. He is 
an abolitionist of the first water. I see by the papers that 
your Judge Hutchinson was at the convention. I have been sorry 
that I did not go myself, but I had some work which I could not 
very well 1eave. 

I want you should write me immediately 8« inform me how it is with 
your faher Emerson & Asa 8c brother Richardson's family 8. 
particularly Ezekiel whether he has recovered his health 8c what 8c 
how he is doing. Perhaps as he has no one but himself to 
provide for 8c is a good mechanic he may be able to help me a 
little. The time has arrived when I need it exceedingly. Had 
I now the amount of what I had assisted my friends I would be 
well to live. It would, with the interest be about two thousand 
dollars. All of which is hopeless unless I can get something on 
the notes which I sent you. The expense of living while I was 
in Canada was so great I could lay up but little 8c (then) the 
expense of moving to Auburn 8c then to this place 8. supporting my 
family till I could raise anything from the farm. 


The expense of repairing the house before it would answer to live 
in which was less than 50 dollars - the expense likewise of 
purchasing several cows 8c hogs 8c a team 8c those farm utensils 
which were i ndespensibl e - all these drained me of what money I 
had. The farm was not in a condition to be immediately 
productive. There was no ground in preparation the first year 
to grow wheat. The next year was a bad season here. Wheat was 
struck with rust. I have had my plows to buy. I raise 

considerable hay but it was plenty here and would fetch but 
little. I have a fine young stock growing now but stock will 
fetch but little now. 
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I was offered a good cow the other day for nine dollars - oats 
were sel1ing last winter for ten cents per bushel & pork was two 
dol1ars per hundred. On the whole there is no way at present to 
get money & some money must be had to pay taxes - buy plows and 
various necessaries. 

I wish Ezekiel or Lyman2 both would if possible send me a 
little money — if it is not more than a ten or a five dollar bill 
- it would be a great relief at present. I wish you would not 
fail to see them 8. see if they can send me a little and let me 
know. 

When I have an opportunity to sell my place so it will answer I 
design to go to the West - probably Wisconsin. I have no doubt 
that it is a better country. Land there is not one fourth as 
dear 8» a great more fertile. I can go on a steamboat to Chicago 
or Racine where brother Stillman lives in four or five days. 

I intend to sell as soon as I can and go there. I would be glad 
if you would write to me - let me know how your election has 
gone. Who is your representative & how the Liberty Party got on. 
The time will soon come when, I hope, Vermont will have a 
majority in favor of human rights. 

When have you heard from (Horace) and your other cousins in Ohio. 
Where are your brothers Isaac and Asaph & Ira and how are Silas 
and Phineas. I want to hear from old neighbors and 
acquaintances. I will name a number & if any are dead or gone 
away will you please mention them. Timothy Morgan, and (Louis) 
Wing, Guernsey, Rush Chafee. 

Oct. 16: I wrote off a left handed scrawl for Ellen^ to copy for 
the purpose of having her to write. She has been very dillatory 
in getting it finished. She complained that it is a dreadful 
long thing & says you will never read it all. It requires a 
great deal of practice to learn to write & reading it correctly 
& I tell her she will have the benefit of writing it anyway. 

The weather has been very cold for a fortnight. Last Friday and 
Saturday some snow was falling here & on the highest land about 

12 or 15 miles we could see the land was so _. I planted 

about 2 acres of potatoes - the drouth was so hard through the 
summer they could never grow much - and now it is so wet I can^t 
dig them. Do ask Ezekiel and others to write to me. I think 
you and they all of you had better pull up stakes and come on and 
we wi11 all go to Wisconsin. 

Yours again truly, 

(Signature not legible) 

Notes: (Next page) 


121 








(1).- William Powers was the author of one of the letters to Mary 
Ann Cooper in 1850 written from Silver Silver Creek, N.Y. S nee 
the signature on this 1845 letter is not legible it seems possible 
that this one is also from the same writer. However, the writer 
refers to “Brother Stillman" - that sounds like Stillman Emerson 
who had located in Wisconsin. Perhaps (it may 
identification) the writer was an Emerson. 


be more logical 


(2) - These were brothers of Mary Ann (Emerson) Cooper's. This 
further suggests that the writer was an Emerson. 

(3) - Ellen was the name of a daughter of Stillman. Since the 
writer refers to Stillman Emerson as his brother, Ellen might have 
been a neice of Stillman's. 

**^***4f*****^if***^f ************************************************ 
*-)f****^f ********************************************************** 


Letter No.2. 

WILLIAM M. COOPER"^, Fairview, Ky. to BARNA COOPER, Rochester. Vt. 

Feb. 6, 1850 (LetterNo.92) 

Dear Uncle: 

Your letter is before me and I hasten to repond. I was not aware 
that I was due you a letter but if I was I beg pardon and will 
try and do better in the future. You say it was nearly two years 
ago that you received the last letter from me but I certainly 
think that I have written to you since then. but if I have not 
permit me to inform you that many have been the changes since 
that time - for my hopes have been almost blasted since then for 
that awful monster "death" has visited my little family and 
carried away that darling little Tommy who was called his 
father's pride and his mother's joy. He was a smart little 
fellow and the pet of all who knew him. He was nearly 4 years 
old - the ways of Providence seem strange, but I presume it is 
all for the best. My wife was taken sick at the same time little 
Tommy died and did not recover for nearly a year but she is now 
quite well. In regard to our climate - it is quite different 
from old Vermont - but not much more agreeable for it is quite 
changeable and this has been a very severe winter for any climate 
for we have had about fifty days of very cold snowy weather - 
cold enough for the green mountains. Such a winter has never 
been known in Ky. 

You seem to touch lightly on the subject of slavery. Banks is 
elected speaker of the House. I would think your party must be 
strong enough for you to bear a little heavier. Now my dear 
Uncle, I have not the least doubt but what you are honest in your 
opinion in regard to slavery, but I cannot exactly agree with you 
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- but I am honest in my feelInQs and perhaps know more about the 
institution of slavery than you do. Before I came to Ky. I 
entertained nearly the same opinion that you do now, I hardly 
know a man in this country but what wishes that slavery never 
existed - but it has been handed down from our forefathers and 
the n i rS are here — and the <3uestion is what is to be done 
with them. Are you aware of the fact that more than 3/4^s of the 
slaves in Ky. would not have their freedom if it were offered 
them? They are much better off than a certain class of people in 
the free states. Those that are so anxious for freedom and run 
away to obtain it are generally mean niggers that come under the 
lash. They are generally well fed and clad and do work as hard 
as any farmer in the north. When night comes no cares to disturb 
their minds or molest their slumbers - but they are indeed the 
happiest of people that I ever knew. They sing and dance 
frequently all night (Saturday night). 

Now in relation to my connection or relationship to slavery, I 
would Just say that it is very slight. I did not marry a wealthy 
lady consequently "darkies" about my house are quite scarce. My 
wife'^s mother, a widow lady, owned two worth some $2,000. and 
they live with me. We lost two likely very valuable negro 
children a year ago last summer. Come and see me and I will 
vouch for your changing your notion somewhat before you go 
(home). 

I am still engaged in teaching - have Just closed a session of 5 
months making in that time $358. My health would not permit my 
laboring for your semester. I used to be sick a great deal and 
much sickness when young injured my constitution. I am somewhat 
threatened with consumption. I received a letter last night from 
sister 01 lie. Father is in very poor health. I live in a 
Southwest County in the state near Tenn. I expect to visit 
Louisville in a very few weeks and perhaps shall visit the home 
of my youth (that is my father^s). I trust you will not think 
less of me for expressing my opinion so freely. I want you to do 
the same and write immediately. Love to all in haste - 

Wm. M. Cooper 


Notes: 

(4) - William M. Cooper was the son of one of Barna^s 
older brothers. From the letter's content it appears that he had 
a Rochester, Vt. background but was probably a son of either Ira 
of Isaac Cooper who apparently did not remain in Vermont. 

He gives his opinion on the subject of Slavery in this pre-Civil 
War letter. I recall reading in another of his letters (that is 
not presently at hand) that the two slaves that were owned by his 
mother-in-law were now considered to be his property since he was 
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the head of the house. Also, he later would explain that the two 
slaves ate with the family and joined In on all family occasions. 




Letter No.3. 


W.W.COOPERS, Fairview^, 
APRIL 1, 1853 


Ky. to BARNA COOPER, Rochester, VT. 

(Letter No. 93). 


Dear & Ever Remembered Uncle: 

Some days since I had the sincere and heartfelt pleasure of 
recieving a few lines from an Uncle who has ever occupied the 
first place in my memory - 


How often in days of yore has my mind been carried back to scenes 
of my younger days when there was no pleasure 1 ike shouldering my 
fishing rod and in company with “Uncle Barna" wend my way to the 
branch of Trout. 


Oh! How many changes since that time. How far and how long we 
have been separated. I do indeed speak the truth when I say that 
amoung Uncles you did and ever have been standing 1st in my 
memories although I thought that perhaps in the many changes that 
have transpired during th past 15 years you had quite forgotten 
the little school boy of other days. But I was quite agreeably 
disappointed by recieving your letter. You wrote but little but 
that little meant much to me. 


I have so much to tell you that I do not know where to begin 
or what to say. But I shall say that much that I am married and 
have (I think) the smartest little boy six years old. Six years 
ago the 13th of the present month I bid farewell to the friends, 
home and launched out into the world at the age of 21 years and 4 
days to try my fortune amoung strangers in a strange land. 

I came to the old chivalrous state of Ky. far from home and its 
endearment fully determined to win, if nothing more, a living - 
which I have done up to the present time. I returned home after 
an absence of nearly five years and spent a few months with my 
father, mother - her brothers and sister. 


It was with sad heart that I again bid adieu to them all last 
July to return to my home in Ky. I shall hardly meet them all 
again. I am engaged in teaching - sometimes Penmanship alone 
and sometimes I am located and teaching what would be termed in 
Vermont a Select School. My reputation as a writer in Southern 
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Ky, stands 2nd to none. By my writing today you would not Judge 
' so but I am writing in haste. 

I expect to commence teaching in a day school next Monday - for a 
term of 5 months - this with 30 signed scholars at $6. besides 
day school scholars who are not signed. My health is not first 
rate. I feel the effects of much sickness in my younger days. 
Write soon - and in my next I shall answer any inquiries you 
make. Write - inform me of my kin in Vermont. 

Very Respectfully - 

Yours 

[ W.W.Cooper, 

b Notes: 

1 (5) - Bernal's nephew is again writing to his 'favored Uncle'. 

Several years have elapsed and this letter is more a catching up 
c^nnunication. Not all of the chronological facts fit precisely 
but are probably reasonable close. 

(6) - Located in Todd County, Kentuckey about eleven miles east of 
S Hopkinsville, Ky. and nine miles west of Elkton, the County seat. 


I ***->f************************************************************* 

B Letter No. 4 

I THOMAS EMERSON^, Manchester,Vt. to BARNA COOPER, Rochester,Vt. 

■ April 20,1860. (Letter No.41) 

BMr.Cooper Sir: 

Bl received your box of sugar this morning safely and have 
I disposed of same at 9 cts. per lb. The weight of the sugar here 
I was 111 1/2 lbs. which amounted to ten dollars and forty eight 

t? cents: 

^ $10.48 


The freight was. .49 

the cartage. .10 

Percentage. .53 


1.12 

$9.36 
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I think 
to send 
still. 


I could dispose of more at the same price if you see fit 
it. There seems to be a great quantity In the market 

in haste yours, 

Thos. Emerson 


(7).- Presumably, Thomas Emerson would have been either an Uncle 
or cousin of Mary Ann's. From the content of this short letter 
it is likely that he operated a store in Manchester. The sugar of 
which he speaks would have been maple sugar produced on Barna 
Cooper's farm. 


Letter No. 5. 


LOIS POWERSB; 


Putneyville, N.Y. to 


BARNA COOPER, Rochester, N.Y. 


Augus 5,1861 
Dear Brother 


I received yours of the 31st last Saturday evening. It took me 
by surprise for I had considered all my brothers except one 
(Isaac - he v-;rites) had forgotten that they had a sister. 


I am right glad and it cheered my old heart to find I am still 
remembered, and I hasten to answer it. I would answer all 
letters sent while I tread the sands of time. It is quite a task 
for me to write and grows more so as I grow older. The old head 
and hand fail with the body to perform their office as they used 
to do. You see, I am living on borrowed time. In a few days if 
I shall remain I shall pass my 75th milestone. My health is as 
good as can be expected at my age. I am feeble but comfortable. 


I am sorry to learn that your health is so miserable. I think 
your Journey will benefit you very much and it will add another 
item if you will come out here and inhale the breeze off this 
beutiful lake9^ jg very pleasant here in the summer. The 

steamboats call here every day. Plenty of sail boats - you can 
take a sail any time if the wind don^t blow. Woodworths and 
Warren's folks say you must come and we all will make it as 
pleasant as we can for you as long as you can be contented to 
stay. You had better come as soon as you can for it is not so 
warm here as it is out there. 
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Now don't give up and think you can't come. If you have any 
blues Just put them behind you and come. I don't know whether 
you had better come by way of Syracuse or by way of Rochester to 
Palmyra, they can tell you at Auburn. The stage leaves Palmyra 
for Puttneyville at 5 o'clock and 25 minutes P.M My home is at 
Havens and the stage will bring you to the door. 



I expect the Julia Powers you spoke of is the Doctor's neice is 
it not? You said nothing about your daughter. Where is she and 
what i s she about? Please give my best respects to Dr.Cooper 
and wife. How glad I should be to see them. Please write if you 
come and when. 

Your Aff. Sister -- 

Lois L.Powers 

Notes; 


(8) - Lois Sanger Cooper, oldest sister of Barna Cooper's. She was 
born Aug.21,1887 the daughter of Barnabus Cooper and his first 
wife, Mary Sanger. Lois Married Peter Powers of Croyden,MA in 
1807. Barna, the recipient of this letter, was born Nov.20,1806 
the son of Barnabus and his second wife, Lydia Powers. Lois's 
mother had died in January 1805, and their father had married 
Lydia Powers in Decemeber of 1805. The Cooper family had moved 
from Croyden,MA to Rochester, Vermont in 1807. Barna would 
therefore have had a family relation ship to his sister's husband 
through the Powers family. < Pulteneyvi1le,N.Y.is located N.E.of 
Rochester,N.Y. on the South shore of Lake Ontario.) 

(9) - This was Lake Ontario. (See Note No.8) 


**#*-)^**-»t*-K-#********-)f#***->f*************>f******^*-)f ****************** 


Letter No. 6. 

LOIS (COOPER) POWERSIO^ Pulteneyvilie,N.Y. to BARNA COOPER, 
Rochester,Vt. 

October 17,1862 

My Dear Brother Barna 

Your dear brotherly letter came to hand in due time and I was 
glad to hear from you and the rest of my dear friends, who I 
hope, have not forgotten their old sister Lois. Old people like 
to be remembered by their friends. It cheers their hearts as 
they are passing down the Hill of Life. 
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I hsive no 6xcus6 for not answering your letter after getting 
home. Only it is such a task for me now a days as i t is so 
seldom that I write, once it was not so. I have said that I 
would answer all of my friends as long as I could scribble so 

that they could pick it out. 

I am glad to learn that your health is improving. I think that 
your last yearns trip was the best thing you could have done for 
both body and mind, and hope that you will try it again. 

I don''t like to flatter, but you left a very good impression 

here. I don^t know but I felt a little proud to hear one and 

another say what a smart looking brother you have got; are all 

your brothers as smart looking as he is? I said, ”«— Ql —CPUrsg 
they are .“ I am glad that Lydia Ann has gone to Mount Holyoke. 

I think that is the place to finish out her education, and now 
don^'t fail of coming here with her when she gets through. 

I don't know as you are aware that David^l is in the War business 

he went the latter oart of winter. He was in General 

Mitchell's division at Huntsville, Alabama, Head Surgeon in the 
Hospital. But you know they moved from there. I suppose he is 
in Rosecrance's Division now. Probably he witnessed the awful 
effects of the Antietum Battle. We have not heard from him since 
he left Huntsville. Expect his wife is with him. Oh what a sad 
condition is our beloved country. But the Lord reigns - Let us 

trust in him who holds in his hands the destiny of nation 

Reythionl2 been on a visit to Sylvia and Emily. They came 

here and we had a first rate cousin visit. Sylvia's husband has 
gone to the war - he is assistant surgeon and head nurse at 
Harper's Ferry. Syslvia says she can't get over it that you were 
here a week and she did not see you - only eight miles off. 
Said she would almost come afoot for the sake of seeing you if 
she had known you were here. 

Our friends here are in usual health. Mine is about as it was 
when you were here only I feel old age creeping on every year. 
You see I have passed my seventy - fifth milestoe and I am 
already treading the path that the wise man described in the last 
chapter of Ecclesiastics from the 2nd verse to the 7th. 

Tell brother Phinl3 ^nd sister Harriet to write to me all about 
themse Ives and f ami 1 y. Give my 1 ove to all the f ami 1 y. I 
received a letter from brother Isaac^^ — he has always been 
faithful to write me three or four times a year. I thought I 
wou1d write some excerpts from it, but finally I think I will put 
it in with mine and let you have it. It may stir up brotherly 
feel ings for bretheren who are far distant from each other. I 

have been answering his letter and I put yours in with it and 
sent it to him. 
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Oh. how I pi tty poor brother Iral5^ unfortunate to be so 

constituted so to look on the dark side of 1 ife and always be 
unhappy. But I suppose he thinks he can^t help it. He has had 
troube but no more than some of the rest of us - no not a 
ir I hope you and Phin wi 1 1 both write to him it may 
cheer him up - and let him know that you have sympathy for him - 

don* t fai 1 . Thank you very much for the _ Journal you 

sent me. I have read it and some of my neighbors have read it. 
Now, don't fail of writing again soon. Please give my love to 
Silas Laughtons if they are in town - and when you write tell me 
all about them and their families. 

Your affectionate sister - Lois S.Powers 

Notes: 

(10) - Barna Cooper^s sister. (See Note No.8 above.) 

(11) - David was apparently Lois's son. 

(12) - Spelling uncertain. 

(13) - Phineas Sanger Cooper, their brother, born Sept.12,1796. 

He and Harriet Cooper lived in Rochester Village on the West side 
of the Village Square or Park. Their home still stands there; I 
beleive it is still known as the Cooper home. It was in their home 
that George Tilden and Lydia Ann Cooper would be married in 1867. 

(14) - Isaac Cooper, born Sept.16,1794. Grew up at Rochester, Vt. 

(15) - Ira Cooper, born July 25,1798. Grew up at Rochester,Vt. 

******************^***-K****#***-)f****')f **************************** 
***************************************************************** 


Letter No 7. 


ISAAC COOPERie^ Ripon, Wisconsin to LOIS (COOPER) POWERS. 

Pou1tneyvi11e, New York. 

September 30,1862 

My Aged & Respected Sister: 

I have not heard from you in a long time, but hope that you are 
enjoying a comfortable old age. I have not hreard from our 
brothers particularly for a long time - excepting what I heard at 
Auburn? some days since that Barna was at Saratogal7 _ j 

a melancholy letter from Ira not a great while since. He is 
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clear down - much out of health. Short 

who lives with them going Into a decline and all [ 

am sorry for him but his case is not quite so bad as he thin s it 


is - perhaps. We are all "about house" but Caroline is much 
troubled with Rheumatism - and the youngest boy. Franklin has 
been unwell this long time cutting teeth I suppose. Mr. 

WalcottlS started off with others about the middle of ® 

long journey to the Gold mines of Oregon or Washington Territory 
anS his proLbly reached there by this time If they have not been 
molested by Indians. A rather long Journey of four months or 
more. They went with their own teams and carried tents, cook 
stoves, etc, etc. I don^t expect them to return for a year or 
They went considerably for health but they will dig gold 
find it. I don^t think much of their getting gold 

« % A % ▼ _ 1 A 1 ^ ^ 


more. 
if they 


1 t Lncy can 1. 1 a V * * -. . ~ T i_ 1 1 ^ \ r4 

but if they return safe and in good health I shall be giaa. 


I have been to New York since this month came in, but as I had to 
have the folks alone I could not stop to visit friends but return 
home as soon as I could. I passed through Cold Water, Michigan 
and would liked to have called upon David but had no time. If 
Mr. Walcott had been at home I meant to call on David and go by 
way of Vermont and New Hampshire and take my conexsionsl^ j^y 
hand once more this side of Jordan, but as things were I was 
obliged to go and return as soon as possible. 

Lois, you and I are "old folks". Is it possible that I am 68 
years old!! Nearly twenty years older than my father was when 
he died. It seems to me that he was much older than I am and 
that if he was alive at the same age he was then that I should 
obey him - s< 3 mie as I used to do. Don^'t it seem so to you. You 
and I must soon go. Eternity is just before us. God in mercy 
grant that we may meet with all those we love on Mount Zion. 


Lois - now write me if you can and tell us everything about 
yourself and children and everybody else we care for. If you can 
not write ask Harv..? to write a few lines. 


Your affectionate brother, 

Isaac Cooper 


I write at the store and if Aunt Agaba and Caroline knew it they 
would send an abundance of love. I don^t know how we would get 
along without Aunt Agaba. It would be quite as much as Caroline 
to care for Frankie - and Agaba does the work. She had rather do 
it than to have a hired girl do it. She is in rather better 
health than she has been some time. 

I .C. 

Notes: 


(16) - Isaac Cooper, brother of Lois Powers and half brother of 
Barna Cooper. This letter is the one that Lois Powers enclosed 
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with the precediriQ letter that she wrote to Bdrnd on October 

17.1862. Isaac was born Sept.16,1794 at Croyden, MA and moved 
with his parents to Rochester,Vt. in 1807. Several members of the 
Cooper and Emerson families of Rochester have moved west to 
Wisconsin as indicated by these letters. Note that Isaac comments 
on his age in this letter. He has just had his 68th birthday two 
weeks before he wrote this letter. 

(17) - See Barna's letter to his daughter,Lydia, dated August 

31.1862. It is Letter No.4 in the group of letters that he wrote 
to Lydia while she was a student at Mount Holyoke College. 

(18) - Walcott is another Rochester,Vt.name. Although Isaac does 
not identify this person, the fact that he seems to assume that 
his sister will know who it is would indicate the connection. 

(19) - Isaac's spelling. Think he means “connections" ie. “Family 
connections. 

*******-)f***********#****##******#****************4f *************** 


Letter No. 8. 

LOIS S.POWERS20^ Puttneyvi11e, N.Y. to BARNA COOPER, Rochester, 
Vermont. 

June 10,1863 

My Dear Brother 

Your very acceptable letter mailed May 30th came in due time and 
I was very glad to find that you had not forgotten me, and I have 
sat down to try to scratch a few lines in my broken way to let 
you know that we are yet treading on the sands of time. My health 
is much the same as when you were here only more feeble - both 
mentally and physically. The step is slower and more trembling. 

If I live I shall soon pass my 76th milestone. It is Just ahead 
verging on four score. How strange it seems that Just yesterday 
my family were all alive and about me and now where are they? 
Two sleep among theur native granite hills and two in younder 
graveyard where the mighty waves of Ontario dash against the 
shore - but they heed it not - such is life. 

David -'s wife has been very sick - is quite feeble - they 

started today for Cooper's Town for her health. I hope she will 
come back better - she seemed to want to go there very much. 

John Todd and Haven are in partnership. Haven has the whole 
control of the store - and John the outside business such as 
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buying fruit, grain etc. To freight these vessels business is 
very brisk this season - has two clerks. They have all they can 
do. He has been to New York twice this Spring. As to 
Spiritualism there is not much to be seen or heard now a days - 
no lecturers or mediums around. I think they have backslidden 
and if they don^t have a revival before long I think they will 
die out. Some few who are yet strong in the faith as ever, 
they have had no circles this season. 

I think it must be very pleasant for Phin and Harriet to have 
their daughter Julia settled so near them - where does their 
other daughter live. Is Aunt Matilda yet alive? - and who does 
she live with? Give much love to them if living. 


June 15th I was sent for to go to the Taylors and spend a few 
days - and I left my unfinished scrawl which I meant to have sent 
before now, but better late than never. 

I am glad that Lydia is now at Mount Holyoke. It is a grand 
institution for young ladies to finish their education. Frances 
Leavett, Mary^s daughter graduated there - she liked it much. 
How much longer will she stay? I am glad that you think of 
visiting us with her - don^t fail of it. You and brother Isaac 
are the only brothers I have that think of me enough to write. 
Tell Phin and Harriet to Join and write me a long letter and tell 
all about themselves and their children and grand children. And 
Silas Childness - if any of them are there. It does me good for 
me to know that my bretheran in the flesh remember me in my old 
age. How I would like to take them by the hand once more before 

I cross the river Jordan - but I don't expect to until I meet 
them in the spirit lane. 


I am glad they your health is improving. Keep up good courage - 
be hopeful - look on the sunny side and not let the blues darken 
your future prospects. I hope you will yet see many good days to 
come. 

I hope ypou will write often - I wi11 try and answer as long as I 
can write so that you can pick it out. Haven and Mary send their 
love. Children too - they remember you. 


God bless you a 11 
Notes: 


in the Daily Prayers - your Aff. Sister. 

Lois S.Powers 


(20) - This is the third letter from Barna's sister, Lois. (See 
Note No. 8 above.) 

*************************************************************** 
************************************************************^^^** 
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Letter No. 9 


JOHN P.HUBBARD21 ^ 
Vermont. 


Cleveland, Ohio to Barna Cooper, Rochester, 


Jan 5,1867 
Dear Cousin: 

If my son B. who is now station agent at Norwalk, Ohio can obtain 
a pass for me on the R.R. I now think of visiting once more the 
homa of my birth. We desire you to answer me and inform me if 
j 3 m 6 S Wing is now at Rochester and also in regard to al 1 friends 
and also inguire of cousin Harriet Cooper where John also is and 
other friends as I may go (to see) i f I do get east. 

I was at Lannie^'s last week, saw cousin Harry, Lydia and Luc(y) 
Powers. Also went to New London and visited Rollen and Albert 
Powers They were all well. Uncle Gershom Williams is (at) 
Albion Michigan, a Methodist Preacher. He is the only one left 
of (his family). In regard to Uncle William^s children, John is 
in the P.O. at Buffalo. William married again and is in a firm 

in_. Grisham & Ellen (are) somewhere in Michigan. I 

was in Kalamazoo this fall visiting - all well. 

I infer from Baron that cousin Barna is now at Rochester. On a 
.^ish I am now at this city with my daughter who is married and 
resides here. Royal died the 24th July last - eight miles east 
Df this place - left a wife and one child who now reside at 
Brook 1 yn ,N. Y. 


Is E.D.Briggs yet living and do you know anything of cousin 
Joseph Whipple? 

have had very little snow here - weather (is) mild. How is 
Stephen Powers and family - and finally - all the friends - 
cender to all my kind regards and do not fail to write me - and 
if not able to write yourself get someone to do so and direct it 
-0 P.O.Box 2557 Cleveland,0hio. Love to al 1 - 




I am your affectionate cousin 


Notes: 


John P.Hubbard 


(21) - John Hubbard's relationship to Barna Cooper would probably 
have been through the Powers family. Lydia Powers was Barna's 
mother. Aunt Harriet referred to possibly was Phineas Cooper's 
wife who lived in Rochester Village. 
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Letter No. 10 

M.W.COOPER._N.Y. to BARNA COOPER. Rochester . Vt. 

June 27th.22 (Letter No.43) 

Dear Uncle Barna: 


I have Just returned from Springfield & hasten to inform you of 
the whereabouts of Dr. Newton - he is at Worcester - about two 
hours ride on the cars from Springfield toward Boston. 

I could not learn when he would leave Worcester but presume you 
would find him by going there. I saw the old gentleman. Mr. 
Thompson, yesterday of whom I spoke to you. He is quite well of 
the diseases that have afflicted him for many years. 

If I can do anything for you let me know. 

Yours, very truly. 


Notes: 


M.W.Cooper 


(22) - With this inclomplete date we can presume that it was 
written between 1863 and 1867. Barna had frquently referred to 
health problems. Here, this nephew was advising him of a Doctor 
who might be able to help him. M.W.Cooper would have been 
Marvelle W.Cooper born at Rochester.Vt. May 24,1826. He was the 
son of Phineas Cooper, Barna's brother, and Harriet (Foster) 
Cooper who lived in Rochester, Village. 

The writer of this letter was a cousin of Lydia(Cooper) Tilden. 


**********************4f*************************************H-•»(■**** 














VII - Cooper Lett 



ers 


Barna Cooper the writer of the next seventeen letters, was Dorn 
at Croyden, Massachusetts 29 September 1806. In 1807, when but 

moved with his parents. Barnabus and Lydia 
(Powers) Cooper of Croyden. to Rochester. Vermont. All of these 
letters were written to Barna-'s daughter .Lydia Ann Cooper. In 
them he explains his philosophy and many of his religious 
conclusions ci 0 V 6 lop 0 ci ov 0 r His 1 if 0 tirn 0 « 


Barna marri 0 d 14 March 1842 Mary Ann Em0rson, also of Roch 0 st 0 r. 
Mary Ann Ein 0 rson, born 6 August 1820, was th 0 daughtar of Lyman 
and Anna CWarran) Em0rson. Mary Ann had diad 3 Nov 0 mb 0 r 1851 
^^wh 0 n th 0 ir only child, Lydia Ann Coop 0 r, was in har tanth y 0 ar. 
^Barna was a farm 0 r. Th 0 Coop 0 r farm home was on th 0 mountain 
■slop 0 on th 0 Roch 0 st 0 r sid 0 of Mt. Cushman, 0 ast of Roch 0 ster. 
^At th 0 tim 0 th 0 S 0 l 0 tt 0 rs W 0 r 0 writtan, tha Coop 0 r farm was on 
;.fop 0 n land, its topography ranging from a g 0 ntl 0 to st 00 ply 
sloping, larg 0 ly pastur 0 land that lad up tha tha timoarad lands 
naar tha top of Mt. Cushman and Rochastar Mountain. Barna Coopar 
was notad for his raising of pura-brad shaap. 

Today, much of tha mountain sida whara Barna's farm was locatad 
is grown back to dansa timbar. Old stona foundations, and 
. tumbla down stona fancas can ba found that saam to locate the 
Ifarmstaad of which Barna speaks in some of these letters, 

I 

Lydia Cooper who would marry George Til den, also of Rochester, in 
11867 and then two years later move to Iowa, was working in a 
textile mill in Lowell, Massachusetts when her father began these 
letters in 1862. These particular letters were carefully savea 
; by Lydia. They apparently meant much to her. Soon Barna was 
.writing to her at South Hadley, Massachusetts where Lydia 
'^graduated from Mount Holyoke College in 1866. Read now how Barna 
Cooper express ed his hopes and his advice to his only child and 
daughter as she prepared for her life to come in the middle-west 
■after the Civil War. 







VII - Barna Cooper to his Daughter, Lydia Ann Cooper 
When she attended Holyoke College 


Letter No. 1. 


BARNA COOPER, 
Lowe 11, MA 


Rochester, VT to his daughter LYDIA ANN COOPER, 


Apr 1 1 6, 1862 


Dear Lydia Ann,l 

Your letter of the 21st is before me--and the pictures too. I was 
overjoyed to see you—or that which was so near like yourself. I 
hardly know which to choose. I do not know but I take one and 
return the other. Julia wants one very much. She has a book to 
put such pictures in and they look very nice in it. You must get 
one for her without fail. I will pay for one if you will get it 
or return to me the one I return to you for her—or send it to 
her directly rather than to have me give it to her. She will 
pleased with it — then she has so nice a place for it which will 
preserve and protect it for a 1 ong time. 


You ask me why I do not write. I put a letter in the (post) 
office, I think, the same day you wrote me. 

As to the plate or knappy--p1 ease answer--the other matter let 
rest for I am paying taxes on it so you will not have to pay way. 
The matter has not been done Just right. I shall look into the 
affair and have it right—so you can hold it against me and 
especially against any one who may try to get it. as my property. 

I send you a lock of hair—the longest I could find--you must 
separate the gray from the auburn or brown if you choose. 


You ask about my health. I think I am improving slowly. Can 
walk further than for years past. If my eyes were so I could read 
I should enjoy myself quite well—they are better than a year 
ago—hope to improve them this season. Talk of going to Maine 
(Portland) to see the noted Doctor. 

Hope you will arrange matters to be out of the mill three months 
to look after your music some—to read history a good deal—brush 
up on your manner—learn to be genteel—move (to) act and talk 
easy without stiffness or formality or affection—easy and 
gracefu11y. 

Do not dress too tight around your waist—for looks and health. 
Do not walk to expose yourself to dampness—keep dry and warm. 
Drop me a line in relation to the picture and my other letter you 
had not received. 

With affection, B. Cooper 
Notes: (Next page.) 













(1) - Lydia was 19 when this letter was written. From other 
letters we know she had cousins working in a mill in Lowell. She 
is to enter Holyoke College later this same year and Barna s 
advice shows his concern for his daughter's progress. Barna is 

55 this letter also indicates his continuing personal health 
concerns. 


i^-'M’*'#^**** ******* 


Letter No. 2. 

BARNA COOPER» Rochester, VT to his daughter LYDIA ANN COOPER. 

Lowe 11 . MA 

\> Pikes Peak 

July 27, 1862 

Sunday morning (8:30 a.m.) 

My dear daughter, 

I have most forgotten whether I have written you since the 
Gives came home or not. 

I went to your grandfathers a week ago yesterday--got my 
point cloth^^paid Anna fifteen do1lars. Anna2 looks very much as 
your mother once did--none had thought of it before. 

Hiram came home night before 1ast“-direct1y from Europe by 
the way of Boston. 

I walk up and down the hill more every day and (chores) pick 
rasberries by the road side—which are very plenty indeed. I 
walked up the hill this morning after breakfast (which consisted 
of a piece of rasberry pie; grahm crust grahm cracker—home made 
grahm bread--some milk) to the watering trough and picked a 
quart. When I returned Uncle Phin's3 folks were eating 
breakfast. 

Last evening I went to your mother's grave.^ The priva rose 
was in bloom. Also some pinks and other little f1owers--they 
were put there a year ago by you or Aunt Harriet or both. The 
locust grows and looks fine. 

The bell is now ringing for 9 o'clock. 

Study first and improve your health—next to improve your 
manner--to improve your conversational ability. 

Be bold but let that boldness be covered up with modesty. 
Talk much but hear more. 

Sleep al1 you can. 
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Ke©P your shoulder bdck and htfdd up Q€?t in the? haoit of | 

breathing deep and full so as to expand your chest and lungs for | 

more air. | 

Make yourself agreeable with every body old or young. | 

Learn to control your feelings under disguietuae have \ 

command over yourself. ; 

f 

1 am thinking of making over every thing that belongs to me 
to your control. For this purpose I shall go to Bethel and see 
Lawyer Hunter that I may make all sure—perhaps shall send for 
the mortgages to have them recorded—more anon. 

Your father, with much love, 

, *1 

•1 

Barna Cooper J 

Without knowing the constitutional mother nature of mankino, 
how can you know what God requires of you as a social, moral and 
religious being! 

What does real happiness consist in as revealed in the 
constitutional nature of mankind? 

The foregoing questions you will answer in their order as 
your reason and judgement may dictate—in few or many words as 
the case may be“-B.C. 

Notes: ' 

(2) - Anna is probably Lydia's Aunt Anna Emerson, sister of her | 

mother. Anna was born in 1832 so she would have been twelve I 

years younger than Mary Emerson Cooper. Anna married, in 1885, 

Frederick D. Ely, a Judge, and resided in later years at Dedham, 
Massachusetts. 

(3) - Phineas Cooper, Barna's brother whose home was in Rochester 
Vi11 age. 

(4) - Barna mentions his visit to Lydia s mother s grave. Mary 
Emerson Cooper died 3 Nov. 1851. To the best of our knowleage she 
was buried in the Rochester Village Cemetery. Today that cemetary 
is very well maintained. Mary Ann and Barna's names are on one 

stone in that cemetery which is located just off the business - 

district of the village. 

I 

t 
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Letter No.3. 


BARNA COOPER, 
Lowe 11, MA 


Saratoga.5 to his daughter LYDIA ANN COOPER, 


August 27, 1862 

4 o clock p.m. 

My Dear Daughter - 

I am rather on the sick list today. Still I don t feel very 
bad though have laid abed considerable for so fine a day ano 
place as every warm) Saratoga, 

I have been here a week--drank of the water rather 
free1y--indu1ged in the good things pretty liberally and walked 

about too freely. And am now feeling the effects of violated 
1 aw. 

Cannot now tell Just when I shall start for home. If I get 
to feeling tolerable wel1 I shal1 stay a week or two longer— 

ihey are holding war meetings here now every afternoon 
commencing at 4 o clock for the purpose of waking up a feeling 
that will encourage volunteering. It seems to move rather slow 
in Saratoga. 

I shall be glad to hear from you. You can write me and if I 
do not get the letter by reason of leaving it will be no great 
loss as I suppose it will not contain any money. 

There are a great many people here now--most every boarding 
house is pretty well supplied--a few weeks longer and they will 
be gone. I wish you could be here one pleasant morning and go to 
Congress Springs and see this country—drinking (mineral water) 
and going on a walk among the pine groves. There are a number of 
springs of which people drink but two or three that are drank too 
free 1y. 

I cannot describe this locality now but will just say they 
are on a line (not exactly straight) about a mile in length--a 
stream of fresh water flows down the line of springs the whole 
length and passes on. The stream is small and not mingling with 
the mineral waters. There are no two springs just alike though 
similar in their constituent element. 

Write soon 


With affection 
B. Cooper 

Notes: (Next page) 
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(5) - SaratoQa Springs, f'lY then and toaay a suraner resort notea 
for its many natural mineral springs owned and operated by the 
State of NY. They are alkaline and cathartic in character. Barna 
is here for his health. This was written in 1862— the first race 
track in Saratoga dates from 1864. 


Letter No.4. 

BARNA COOPER, Saratoga Springs, NY to his daughter LYDIA ANN 
COOPER, Lowe 11, MA 

Sunday August 31, 1862 
4 oclock P.M. 

Dear Daughter - 

I have Just arose from my couch where I lay down to rest. 

I went to meeting in the forenoon intending to have gone to 
the Methodist but missed my way and went into the Episcopie. 

Great War meetings here every day at 4 o'cIock CSunaay 
Excepted) stores and shops are closed. Speakers from different 
States. Volunteering has been going rather hard in this place. 
It now seems to go forward. 

It is now a critical and turning point in the history of 
this country. We shall soon show signs of moving forward towara 
'* honor . q 1 orv and immortal i tv ” as a nation or we have already 
passed the culmination point and shall go down like other nations 
who had become corupt and went down and are known only in history 
as Tyne, Sidon and many others of like character. 

Saratoga is thinning out some. Still there are a great many 
here now—a few weeks at the longest and all will be guests. 
County fair this week which will bring many people here, 

I shall probably stay here till next week & week after. 

There is an occulist here from whom I am taking treatment 
for my eyes. I guess he will get ten dollars out of me without 
doing me any good. My eyes have been improving slowly this 
summer—still I have to wear my goggles and can not read.6 

The water here gives me a good appetite and can eat all I 
ought to and not hurt me. 

Please write me soon. 

I wrote you a few days ago. 

Affectionately, Your father - B. Cooper 
(Notes next page) 
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Notes: 


(6) - Barny continues his search for good health with some 
success to report in the above letter. His reference to goggles 
is interesting. "If only they knew then what is known now." 

Could his eye prpblem be Glaucoma, the condition experienced by 
some of his descendants? 




Letter No. 5 

BARNA COOPER, Rochester, VT to his daughter, LYDIA ANN COOPER, 
South Hadley, MA 

Monday, December 8, 1862 
Dining room - 1 o^clock 

Dear Daughter - 

I sent you five dollars/^ about a week ago. We are having 
cold weather Just now and good sleighing. Snow is not very deep. 

Jed Clark s wife died last night. Cancerous stomach. Elam 
is at home. Julia goes to New York in a few weeks. Can't you 
send me a catalogue of your school. 

I have often told you not to sleep in the clothing you wear 
in the daytime. 

Keep your teeth clean and sound. Apply to a dentist of 

reputation to have your teeth looked after. Don't let a _ go 

into your mouth. I say take good care of your teeth. 

I say forgive your enimies—let not ill will find harbor in 
your bosom against anyone. Let the moral and intelectual organ 
govern. 


I say don't allow your feelings to be disturbed by every 
little thing that (doesn't) that go just as you like. 

There is a law of necessity that controls every event. I 
will tell you about it sometime after you have grown wise enough 
to comprehend it. 

Every effect has its cause in mind as well as 
matter--therefore study those causes which will of necessity make 
you good, wise and happy. 

Make yourself agreeable to the unfortunate and sorrowful--a 
kind word will bind up a broken heart . How easy! 










I must close for this time and have a little oinner oa^ea 
turn 1ps & <mi1k). 

Waiting to hear from you. 


Affectionate1y, 
B. Cooper 


P. S. What is your work mostly? 
Notes: 


(7) - $5.00 would not sound like much money in today's terms, out 
in 1862 it was a significant amount. 


Letter No. 6. 

BARNA COOPER, Rochester, Vt. to LYDIA ANN COOPER, North Hadley, 
Massachusetts. 8 

January 24,1863 (Saturday) 

(I am at the place I once called my Mountain Home) 

My Dear Daughter: 

Your's of the 24th inst. is before me. In relation to my oelief 
in the Bible - demands my first attention. 

My belief in the Bible-you ask if I believe the Bible that 

Christ came upon earth to save sinners. I do believe in the 

Bible and in Spiritual ish today. Both are mingled (with) or 
contain the grossest errors - and still both are stampt with 
Divinity. 

That Christ came on earth to save sinners - yes. I believe that 
to. But not from an endless hell -. But to bring imortallity 

to light. David said in the Psalms that he got out of the 
1owest hell. 

Many learned and good Christains do not believe in everlasting 
punishment - having a concious existence - but believe that they 
will be destroyed - burned up root and branch - be as though they 
had not been. A man, a Christian by the name of Stoors, has 
preached six sermons on the annihilation of the wicked - the 
argument is drawn from the Bible. 

Mr. Corburn and his wife, most devoted Christians, were once 
strong believers in everlasting punishment - but now believe the 
wicked will be destroyed. Rev. Mr. Mead may preach till the 

day of judgement on everlasting punishment - and if God has 
ordained otherwise - it will not prove true. On the other hand 
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1 f God in his 


if the thought 
chosen plan had 

To satisfy your 
and Testimony". 
Biole, 


never entered the head of man - 
determined it so - it would be. 

own mind on that subject you must go to the "Laws 
But God has laws and testimony outside the 


^ I once believed that God made the world in six days of 
•twenty-four hours length. I stuck to it for many a long year - 

i after geology had said that it took millions of years to create - 
geology is God s book too - and man can not add to it nor take 
from it. I read this book now in conjunction with the Bible. 
Geology must interpret the Bible - rather the Bible geology, 
ror man has had much to do with the former saying "thus sayeth 
the Lord" when the Lord has not spoken. But the latter 

(geology) he has left as the Lord made it. 




I' 


God did not make the world as man makes an artificial globe. God 
is not an artist like man. He works by law. He made the world 
as he makes corn and flowers grow. He had no more special act 
in making the world than he would have in making flowers. If you 
should plant your seed in dry soil — remember God works by law - 
He can not make your seed grow here. Plant it where the sun 

will shine upon it in the moist soil - now the creator can begin 
to work. 

The idea that the Lord made man as represented in thr Bible - all 
at once and as boys make men of snow - al1 done in a few minutes 
then litterally took a rib out of a man & made him a wife 
■^God gave me reason to guide me - therefore for me to take that in 
a literal sense - to me would be rediculous. It wasn't a 

;rediculous idea with me twenty years ago. It wasn''t a foolish 
idea with me twenty years ago to believe that God made the world 
in six days of twenty-four hours - but now it would be. 

Sunday - Jan. 25 ; I am doing Mr.Premble's chores while he and 
his wife have gone visiting. (They) will be absent for another 
week It IS pretty hard for me some of the time. But if I can 
not do them all, Abe Whittaker will come and help some. So you 
see, I am on the old farm & in the old house and all alone again. 


I do not write attempting system. 

I comes into my mind and scribble it 
only suggesting ideas to put you 


I touch upon a thought that 
out as fast as I can. I am 
thinking in a logical way. 


You ask what one shall do to be a Christian? 


You have made a greater impression on my mind in a religious 
point of view that all of the preaching I have heard for ten 
years - only by asking a few questions and saying a few words 
upon the future. I will answer your question in the fear of the 
Lord as he has given me understanding. Simply then - to be a 
Christian is to believe in and follow the teachings of Christ - 
to follow Christ. I see but few that have the name of Christian 
that follow Christ by loving one another. 











I ao not say that you must oelieve the divinity of Christ to oe a 
Christian. You may believe it - you have the best reason to 
be 1leve that Christ had a natural father (Joseph) " the 
Unitarians, I believe, are of that class. I could say much 
here, but let me refer you again to the Vest i ges—— Cre t A Of) ” 
this will give you a view how the creative energy has worked out 
from the beginning to the present time. 

Whomever belives God works by law one day and by miracai another 

- stops the sun in its course today - tomorrow commands it to 
move forward - makes man to begin without a conglomeration 
(moist soil) - and a wood chuck - a grasshopper - or an animal- 
in another way - destroys the being who is said to be without a 
shaddow. 

To know how, why, and wherefrom you should be a practical 
Christain study your constitutional nature. 

God has never called us to worship Him only through sentiment - 
or in consequewnce of planting in our nature the organ of 
veneration or worship of Him.. Instinctively (we are) led to 
devotion or worship. It needs enlightenment - therefore Christ 
came to instruct. Otherwise all would be idolitors 

superstitous - but worship they could and must. 

Christ says: "as ye would have men do unto you - do ye also unto 
them." Benevolence for this purpose was planted in our nature 

- sympathy, kindness, humanity, trying to make others happy - not 
talk or tattle about our neighbors when it will not do them any 
good. 

"Know Thyself" Study Phrenology - then you know yourself - then 
you will understand the Bible when it says, "the heart is 
deceitful and wicked." Paul says when he would do good - evil 
was present with him - all understood when you know thyself. 

I gave up the literal account of (the) creation of the first man 
& woman together with their "fall" as it is called. A woman ate 
an apple and man partook of the same fruit - the devil tempting - 
then as Milton says in his "Paradise Lost" brought death into the 
world with all our evil. 

Rev .Mr .Mi 1 ford would say that if it had not been for the first 
transgression man would never have died. How comes it about - 
that animal creation commenced dying long before the creation of 

man? If you wish to know the facts - study the history of 

creation and geology. 

Tuesday - June 27th : Stormed (snow) most all day. Rather a 

lonesome time besides being Jaded — tired — too much care and 
work for me. I have to take a good many steps 

in the course of a day in the house and the earn. It looks 
rather doubious here on the hill - aren't you glad that you are 
not here at home! If I were well so as to work all the time I 

could enjoy myself pretty well. But now it would be lonesome - 

if not horrible. 


144 







purposes and designs of the creation were never an after 
thought with him. There is - there was - a necessity for every 
event - every creation - every effect that has transpired since 
the creator issued the great laws by which he governs all things. 

^ gf —Q ^ggSS; tY - no effect without a cause. Like 
causes will produce like effects - circumstances being the same. 

This law of necessity governs you (as I understand it) in every 
act of your life. I leave this question for your investigation 
guided by reason and judgement as I have no place here for the 
argument and demonstration. 

— r • This morning it looks doubious and lonesome. I 
have seen about all I want to of the old farm. I thought it 
would be quite fun to come back on the old place and stay a week 
oc" two alone “ but not feel ing as wel 1 as usual — partly for 
having too much care and work and partly for being lonesome. I 
suppose I shall have to stay a week or ten days longer. 

Prember went away one week ago today. I have been to the village 
once in the meantime. Think I shall go again today if I can get 
Abe s team. So I must finish this letter. I intended to copy 
it and correct errors. 

Sometime when I feel better I will sum up the scattering ideas I 
have advanced and endeavor to draw a reasonable as well as 
logical conclusion from the premises I have advanced. 

Finally, let me say to you - when I am living and when I am dying 

- Be a Christian . I have told you what to do to be one. It 
will be a comfort to you in health and in sickness - while living 
and in dying. 

You need not wait for an anxious meeting. You need not wait for 
conviction. You need not wait for a sermon sliced with he 1 1 and 
everlasting punishment. No, go away all alone - make a covenant 

- a bargain with the Lord. Tell him you will abide his precepts 
and follow his examples - and that you now claim his promise for 
protection in this world and in the world to come. Then go 
along about your business. Love your neighbor, pray for your 
enimies. When you can''t say anything good about one - don t say 
anything. 

Let your word and your silence and the expression of your 
continence make all around you feel better for seeing you. 

The social organs together with veneration, benvolence facilities 
must be enlightened & cultivated in order to grow up into Christ. 

My dear daughter - I must close now by entreating you tp be a 
follower of Christ 


You may be a Unitarian - a Morman or Catholic. You may do as you 
see best or duty about uniting with any denomination. 














I wiah you tea read thia letter over a number of timea - aay once 
a week for several weeks. It may tax your patience - out 1 want 

to be understood as the ideas were in my mind - often I do not 
express the ideas clearly so as to be understood by one reading. 

Don^t burn this up. I may want to read it myself sometime to see 
if I am in any error. Please write me soon. 

From your affectionate father - 

Barna Cooper 


Comment: 

(8) - Barna Cooper was b. Sept. 29,1806 so was 57 when he wrote 
the above letter to his daughter who was then in her unaegraauate 
years at Mt.Holyoke College. His death occurred in 1867 when 
Lydia was teaching in an accademy located at Keosauqua,Iowa. 


Letter No. 7. 

BARNA COOPER, Rochester, VT to his daughter, LYDIA ANN COOPER, 
South Handley, MA 

Pikes Peak 

Thursday, May 14, 1863 
Dear Daughter, 


I received your letter informing me of your safe arrival az 
South Hadley. 

I am not in a right mood to write today but thinK I must in 
order to have it reach you this week. 

I enjov'ed my ride to Bethel with you and got home feeling 
better and continued so most al 1 the next week. Went up to 
Pembers last Saturday—made and sowed a bed of onions--fisheo 
down the brook part of the way. Caught fish so as to give us a 
good breakfast Sunday morning. 

I eat pretty hearty again. At supper time Cl) eat a fresh 
meat stew—dumplings after all this to wind up the day. About 9 
O'clock evening went over to Clarks9 n,eadow with a lot of others 
and tired the cannon six or eight times—dark as pitch except 
lanterns and burning of (torches).10 


News came from Brandon about dark that Richmond was taken so 
tne cannon had to come out, but it turned out that Richmond was 
as It has been in the possession of the rebels. 


All the above named are among the causes that have maoe me 
unwe 1 1 this w^eek than usual . 


more 
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girls gone home 


School has c 1 osecl--exh ibi t i ons gone--the 
leaving here as eleswhere some lonesome. 

Julian comes here next week to clean house. I hope to feel 
better when I write you again. 


The leaves are coming out and the grass is green. It is 5 
O'clock—dark & rainy. 

Let me hear from you as often as convenient. 

With affection 
B. Cooper 


Notes: 

(9) - Clarkes meadow—possibly Albert Clark's family. Albert 
Clark was an uncle of George Tilden's. Albert ClarkCe)'s wife was 
Josephine Briggs. 

(10) - Sounds like they were celebrating news of a Civil War 
vistory - see next paragraph of letter. 

(11) - Julia mentioned may have been Julia Ti1den--George's 
sister. 

■»t">^*#***^t-)f*****-)f****)^******-)f**********-^***-)f ************************ 


Letter No. 8. 

BARNA COOPER, Rochester, VT to his daughter, LYDIA ANN COOPER, 
South Handley, MA 

Nov. 5, 1865 

My aear daughter, 

I received your letter on 25th— 

It is a solomn thing to part with a schoolmate by death. 

Your safety lies in good ventilation and loose dresses 
around the waist. Keep away as much as possible from foul 
atmosphere. 

Enclosed is five dollars all I have got but a scrip or two. 
Expect some soon. When does your next payment come due? 

I have found your drawers and something (else). I shall 
have to inquire to find out if it is a white dress. It comes up 
to the waist. 

If I make out what belongs to a white dress—I shall send it 
with _ _ the cape also I _ have found. 
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My health is better than v;hen I 
exception of a little cold or catarah. 
Injured myself, but in a year I shall 
I live in hope that tomorrow I shall 
today. 


wrote you last with the 
I have no doubt out I 
be much better than now. 
be a little better than 


Use every precaution you are master of to avoid taking cola. 
Keep up your strength if you do not keep up your studies. 


You may have a photograph enclosed of Augusta Kimball, 
will tell you about her hereafter— 


With affection 
B. Cooper 




Letter No.9. 

BARNA COOPER, Rochester, VT to his daughter, LYDIA ANN COOPER, 
South Handley, MA 

Nov. 13, 1®65 


My Dear Daughter, 

I received your letter acknowledging the receipt of the five 
do i 1 ar s. 

Enclosed I send you twenty more.12 Let me hear from you as 
soon as you receive it. 

I have not as yet made a trade for another watch. I cannot 
very well get along without some kind of a watch--as I most every 
morning I light a match to see how much longer I must lay aoea. 

Ed Piercel3 has got home. Saml'^ stays where Henry XrasK is 
at present. 

GeorgelS where Elias Lyman is just now--not been there 
long—as yet has found no business. 

For the last three weeks I have been in better health ana 
feeling better than a long time before. Still for the last two 
days I have felt a depression—feeling in a restless mood rather 
than a passive—rather billius. 

To keep good health breath good air—avoid foul atmosphere 
of al1 kinds. 
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Learn to breath deep and ful1 , Short breath does not purify 
blood sedentary life inclines to short breathing. 

I have no room to tell you about Augusta Kimball this time— 


With affection 


Notes: 


B. Cooper 


(12) - Barny Cooper's twenty dollar in 1865 probably went quite a 
distance toward Lydia's expense at Mount Holyoke College. He 
continues to be concerned about his own health--and that of his 
daughter. 

■ (13> - Ed Pierce was the son of Chester Pierce and Caroline 

I (Briggs) Pierce. Ed was a cousin thereby of George Tilden. 

I (14) - Probably Sam Buell, son of Samuel T.Buell and Jane (Briggs) 

I Buell, another cousin of George G.Tilden. 

I (15) - This is George Tilden again. Elias Lyman is another of his 

I cousins, son of Minerva (Briggs) Lyman and George Lyman. Elias 

I married Adelaide Trask. As Barna writes this letter Elias has 

■ settled in Kewanee, Illinois. George Tilden at the moment is 

■ looking aaround out there; we find his letter also in this 

I collection telling of that experience. Four years later George and 

I Lydia will decide to settle in Ames,Iowa. 

■ *-#(-****^**#********#*****************^*******^*********i^***^*^^*** 

I **-Jt***********#**************#*******************-)f******-»f******** 
1 Letter No.10 

■BARNA COOPER, Rochester, VT to his daughter LYDIA ANN COOPER, 

1 South Hadley, MA 

? Sunday 

I January 6, 1866 

I The coldest morning thus far this winter-- 

L 24 deg. below zero 

IS 

I Dear Daughter - 

I Your letter of the 2nd is before me--got it from office 

i yesterday- 

t: I hasten to answer-- 

I Augusta Kimball is Otis Cooper's daughter. She has been 

■ married—has one daughter five or six years old. She moved out 
■West--lived several years with her husband--got along poorly as 
■to this worlds goods—broke up house keeping. She came home to 
■her fathers. Within a year he (Kimball got married--cannot learn 

■ of any trouble between them. Julia Powers does not know of any 

Kas I can learn-so the matter stands for the present. 
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I saw a Croydon man last Fall —he knew of none—he was well 
acquainted with Agusta. Julia tells me privately that Augusta is 
expecting a man from the West with whom she has Deen 
corresponding (has never seen him) he too has parted with his 
Wife. They are contemplating marriage. If the matter ^should 
clear in this manner she will pack up and go right back with 


Lose no time in answering her letter. 


Julia had a letter from her recently—inclosea in it was a 
note to me--she mentioned writing to you "some time ago" saying 
"that you had either never recieved it or concluded to treat it 

with silence"- If you have any apology to make make it* but 

write her imediately lest she shall be gone. If you shoula ever 
go West you might be in her neighborhood—she might be your next 
door neighbor — the interview would not be so pleasant for you as 
would be under other circumstances. 


This is 


not the point after al1 


The breast pin—I shall be pleased to send you the material 
for one—a quarter or half dollar as will suit you best. Have 
you seen any made out of a half dollar? I have inquired about 
them—find they are not an uncommon thing in the world. Cannot 
learn of any being made from (a) half dollar but a quarter still 
if you know of any—have seen them—know how they look for a pin 
and suits you better than a smaller one--then have it—or if it 
is too large and a quarter too small, you can have the half 
dollar made a little smaller—say size between half ana a 
quarter. 


You ask about Julia and her mother. Julia s health is 
rather poor--I should be sorry to have you break down your health 
as bad. My opinion is Julia's brain is too active—too 
excitable—she exhausts her nervous energy (more) then her her 
physical energy has not the where with to keep them up. 

I am not a mere tvro in this philosophy—experience and 
observation has demonstrated that these ideas are not vagaries of 
the brain. 

Remember I have often told you not to tax your mind by over 
study—better know nothing beyond the Bible—Websters dictionary 
and the spelling book—than to know everything and breakdown your 
health as a consequence. 

The Newton girl has made a fool of herself--she is neither 
fitted for an old maid nor a wife still she has attempted to make 
herself useful in the last named sphere of life's activities. 

Keep your feet warm—your head cool—be quiet — let your 
sensitivities be solid rather than fanciful. Do not read these 
yellow covered books—they waste—exhaust the nervous energy. 

Julia's mother does not improve. Has to be helped to ana 
from her bed. I believe (she) does not attempt to walk-- 
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Lizzie Holt has recently come home. 

All I know about Mr. Herriks going away is (that) I was told 
he went away to preach one Sunday on trial—where I know 

I am flattered with the prospect of better health. 


January 1866 has let in one bright ray of light than I have 
I seen for many years. I expect it will be obscured now and then 
by clouds—but only to increase its brightness when it returns. 

From your affectionate father 

B. Cooper 

L 

|< 

f Letter No.11. 

r * 

I BARNA COOPER, Rochester, VT to his daughter LYDIA ANN COOPER, 
r South Hadley, MA 

|l Thursday 

I January 25, 1866 

i My dear daughter- 

i Your letter of the 16th ins. was received. 

I. Augusta Kimball will not be foolish enough to marry a man 

i that does not answer her expectations when he comes to see her. 

B You speak of Greek literature—Juisonhas been here—come 

■ last Fall—gave several lectures. Came again last Winter by 
■request. Gave six lectures on the Phylosophy of History with 

■ many premi ses-'-deduct i ons—coralaries-- He said God controlled 
i the affairs of the World in a geographical point of view as well 
S' as c 1 imate . 

r The Jews were a spiritual people--the Greeks an intellectual 

• * * 

f people more theoretical than practical. 

I The Romans Ca) more practical civilization traveled 

■ westward—the first creation in Asia on the table lands of Iran 
K (a name of a place I never heard before--where all history as 

■ well as the Bible points. 

B Man degenerates, body and spirit as he moves north--or south 

■ from the temporate (Zones). The Greeks, theoretical, the Romans 

■ practical but not originating. 

K In the Augustan age a remarkable personage was introduced to 

■ the World—Christ — then the theoreticals and intellectuals joined 

■ hands in the Roman Empire traveling Westward—Germany--Cingl and. 
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In i 1 1y dboundt&d—81 dve?ry > body etna rni no 

The Puritans landed on the American shore. 

The sum of all villanies is si aver-Z* God once said 'the 
ini< 3 uity of the Amonites is not yet ful 1 . 

So when a nation is ripe in inequity the - comes. 

American slavery could not be a permanent institution hence 
its overthrow. 

America is destined to contain, as it already does this 
day—more Intelectual ideas than any other nation. 


Here are all nations tongues. 


the 


Here 
1 nhabi 


i s the 
tants - 


land for the utmost 
will come. 


freedom of humans to which 


America is destined to exert a mighty influence over the 
inhabitants of the world—for civilizing Christianizing 
--inte11ectualizing and liberalizing the world* 


I sendthis without reading of course, without correction. 

If you can get one new idea out of it that will be of any 
practical benefit to you hereafter I shall not have scribblea in 
vain. 


I have been longer thinking what I should not write--than 
what to say— 


I did intend to say something in relation to some ideas 
mentioned in your letter, but I am getting (tired) and confused. 


The very instincts of our native moves us to pray--human 
beings—above the brutes—recognizes some power Digger than 
himse1f. 

Spiritual manifestion (is) going on at his age of the world. 

You will never have a better time to commence a spiritual 
life—it will support you in sickness and in health—and in 
death—carry you through the dark valley to Christ and God—into 
the spiritual land of light—not darkness. 

Poor sleighing up to this time -- yesterday was a pleasant 
day—commenced snowing early this morning before I was up. It is 
now 3 O'clock and still snowing. 

Sarah Haskins is married to (a) brother of (the) girl who 
taught school in middle last winter (Granville boy). 

See Special Note next page. 
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Special Note: A page may be lost from the above letter—or else 
Barna forgot to sign it! Written the 25th it is postmarked the 
26th of January at Rochester. 





Wedgewood silhowette of Ralph Waldo Einerson. The Emerson family of Rochester,Vt. had a cousin 
relationship to the famous philosoper/writer. This plaque is today in the home of the compiler of 
this collection of letters. (See page 219.) 









Letter No. 12. 


BARNA COOPER, Rochester,Vt. to LYDIA ANN COOPER, South Haaiey, 
Massachusetts. 

Feb.25,1866 

My Dear Daughter: 

I received your letter that mentioned of your going to Lowell at 
Spring vacation. My thoughts turn to your future - temporal ana 
spiritually. The later is of vastly more importance than the the 
former. One ends in a brief period of time “ the other never. 

If we cannot comprehend our present existance - how much less our 
future? one is self evident - the other may be approached with 
some degree of assurance by anological reasoning. 

Strengthened by incontrovertible evidence which arises from 
spiritual communication between the two worlds - the remote 
evidence that there is such a communication is founa in the 
Bible. The proximate evidence challenges our contradiction with 
our eyes and ears open to the wonderful phenonomon of what is 
termed modern spiritualism. 

If our eyes and ears can not at all times be trusted we will 
bring to our aid a mode of reasoning termed posteriori oy which 
we may infer spirit life from our constitutional nature. 

Humanity, it can hardly be said has even fallen so low in the 
scale of human existance - debased and degraded - as to not to 
look up and see instinctively a superior spiritual power which 
they can acknowledge by their reverence - devotion and sacrifice. 

1st Coral ary: many of the lower order of animals pass from a 

chrysalis - or are amorphus before they arrive at the highest 
degree of perfection. when their constitutional natures admit 
their first existence and is lost sight of by that which is more 
permanent and enduring. The two extremes of their forms bear no 
resemblence to each other. May not humanity undergo greater 
change? 

2nd Coralary: If the existence of our constitutional nature 

recognizes a spiritual being who holds our destinies in his hands 
- and whom we fall down to worship or seek to prophesy 
It must be through a spiritual life - for materialism can not 
(comprehend) spirituality. 
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Therefore man is a material, intellectual and spiritual being - 
having a relationship to the material and spiritual worlds. The 
former is disolved into the natural element •“ earthy. The 

latter is infinately higher in the scale of existence and 
associates with spiritual life. 

Your father with affection. 


B. Cooper 




Letter No. 13. 


3ARNA COOPER, Rochester, Vt. to LYDIA ANN COOPER South Hadley, 
Massachusetts. 16 

March 28,1866 
Dear Lydia 

I write you at this time to inform you of the death of Mrs. Wing 

(James).17 had been with Mary into Mr. Gurernsey^'s store - 
after coming out she got into the wagon with Mary holding the 
horse. Before Mary got in she discovered some trouble with her. 
She was carried into Mr. Guernsey's and doctors were here soon 
but could offer no relief. 

I have been in my room most of the time - have taken cold. By 
the noise I hear below I suppose there is now a corpse in the 
house. Still no none has told me so. In the midst of life we 
are in death. 

Thomas Haskins has taken the farm. They are getting ready to go 
west this summer. Mary was going that Spring - soon with a 
cousin who has been here this winter. 


I am looking for you to come home Saturday, 
day - must rain. 


It is a nice warm 


The Tildenl8 family are trying to find shelter for the time 
being. Mr.Tilden went yesterday to see about going into the old 
house which Mrs.Cheney left. Do not know how he made out. 


Affectionate1y, 


B. Cooper. 


Notes: 


(Next page) 
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(16) - As Barna Cooper writes this letter it seems that he is now 
fesidincf down in Rochester Village. PosslOly he is at his 
brother's home (Phyneas Cooper). 

(17) - The Wing family mentioned would probably be that of James 
Wing» the son of the Rochester pioneer, James Wing. 

(18) - The Tilden family would be most likely be that of Julius 
Clark Tilden, father of George, Frederick, Abbie, Julia ans Susan 
TiIden. 




Letter No. 14. 

BARNA COOPER, Rochester, Vt. to LYDIA ANN COOPER, South Hadley, 
Massachusetts. 

July 4, 1866 

My Dear Daughter: 

I received your letter last night. Celebration Day - a great aay 
for boys and girls - and many men and women. Daylight was 
announced by the fireing of canon. 

Speaker-Orator from Middlebury - large handbills pasted up in the 
town - no doubt in many others. It is now half past nine - I 

(have) not been out to see what is going on. By twelve o clock 

there will be a service (for) soldiers and war veterans from 

other towns. 

President of the Day - Chris Webber 
Marshall - George Tilden 
Toastmaster - Albert Clarke 

As far as I am cencerned I would rather it would have been in 
Goshen. 

I intend to forward you next Monday morning by express - so you 
may be looking for it - so that it may not get lost after it 

comes to the Seminary. 

Leave nothing at the Seminary when you come home. Bed clothes,, 
umbrella, shoes, hats, caps and bonnets - everything that belongs 
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IS to you - bring home or burn up. Don' t leave rubbish for others 
1to do it for you. 

I $ 

, A word next week about religious affairs - summing up my advice 
r you sum up your education. School days end ~ so wi 1 1 my 
counsel in a great degree - and with these perhaps not entirely. 

If you can not take care of yourself now in these matters - 
further teaching will not avail, 

I shall say a few words to the point - and leave you to make the 
application as in your best Judgement demands it. 

9 o'clock - fire crackers still snapping, I wi 1 1 lie down one 
p, hour and rest my head and eyes - get up and go out to see the 
to eiephant. 

^■Thirty minutes past noon — have been to dinner - also have been 
Bout to see the sights. Went out at eleven - not a great show - 
Byet rather quiet. Dinner tables in Pierce's new house - the 
Btables were loaded finely. It was furnished by families through 
B the town. 

Blhe wind blows and dust flies. It will try to light on those 
Ewhite dresses that will come out this afternoon. 

Bl must saunter out again though the dust is bad for my eyes. 

B4 o clock - back to my room again - the multitude has scattered - 
Bwhat could not get into the town hall. The oration was 

B delivered - music - sentiments - followed till the approaching 
Brylin lead each and all to recognize self preservation as the 
■ first law of nature. 

Blhe wind has kept up a cloud of dust all afternoon. Great 
■ fireworks are planned for the evening. If it continues to rain 
■ the result on that part of the program I am not able to state. I 
■ guess I had better close my scribbling. 

B Affectionately, 

B.Cooper 

E •»^**fr*****-^***->^*******************************^******************** 


A 
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Letter No. 15. 


BARNA COOPER, Rochester,Vt. to LYDIA ANN COOPER at South Hadley. 
Massachuse t ts. 

A few days after July 4,1866. 

Note: The first portion of this letter is missing. It is 

obviously written to Barna's daughter who was a senior student at 
Mount Holyoke College at the time. The subject matter of this 
letter suggests that it was written very soon after the July 4th 
letter in which he had stated that he would write such a letter 
soon. The letter proceeds: 

He that believes and is baptised shall be saved. 

You should unite with some denomination or else you will forget 
God and His Christ. 

Faith and works must go together 

Righteousness by Faith is a glorious doctrine of the Bible. 

It never appeared to me so exactly to sinful nature as it does 
now. 


The law kills - I turn now to say more upon the glorious news . 
I tell you of righteousness by faith . 


Self Right 


eousness 


is not 


the righteousness which God approves. 


Repent and believe - one may try and live all the ways of life to 
make himself a little better. 


Faith in God through Jesus Christ has done what we mortals could 
not do. That by Faith righteousness might be accounted to us. 
The righteous hath hope in his death. 


With Affection, 


Barna Cooper 

****************************************************^***^******^* 
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Letter No. 16. 



BARNA COOPER, 
Massachusetts 


Rochester, 


Vt. 


to LYDIA ANN COOPER. South Hadley, 


if' 


July 12, 1866 




f My dear daughter - 


i 


I told you yesterday that I should not write 
so I suppose you will not be disappointed 
letter no sooner. 


you again till 
that now get 


today 

this 




That you may grow in grace in the knowledge of God - ask the 

I woman that has labored the most for your spiritual good - or the 
one you esteem the highest for their labor of love in your behalf 

- what amusement you may enjoy and not compromise your Christian 
character. 

Your deportment as regards the duties belonging to those "engaged 
in a warfare against powers and principalities in high places" - 
may already be settled in your mind. 

Whatever estranges your affections, lessens your confidence, your 
faith in God - avoid 

There will be a thousand temptations to lead you away from that 
straight and narrow path" that leads to life. 

Have more respect for Sunday than professed Christians generaly 

do. Let your reading on that day be of a religious character - 

the Bible - the life of good men and women whose Christian life 
has been a patern of good works. 

I say again - read the biography of those most emminent for 
re 1igious life. 

You will find many things in your heart which you will have to 
wage war against - and that in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Your enimies will get the master if you attempt it in your own 

I strength. 

I If there is anything in the foregoing worth of remembering - 
■think on these things - perhaps you will not hear from me again 
I on the subject. 

■ Affectonate1y - 

■ B. Cooper 
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Letter No. 17. 

BARNA COOPER, Rochester, Vt. to LYDIA ANN COOPER, South Haoiey, 
Massachusetts. 

July 17, 1866, 

My dear daughter - 

I keep writing - which may keep you thinking - but my letters to 
South Hadley will soon be the last - 

One more 'Cword) about that "hard day^s" work - you haa been 
feeling poorly for several weeks - then to take such a day s worK 
upon yourself - the result of which was to make you more tirea 
than you were ever before - even to the ends of your fingers. 

My opinion is - if you had not done that hard day's work you 
would not have had to entirely give up. One hard joint brings on 
fevers when the system is low - so as to not recuperate at once. 
Did you ever recover from that hard day's work so as to feel as 
well - as strong as you did the day before? 

The foregoing may suggest a thought that will lead you to be 
careful under circumstances of similar character. 

Beautiful weather - wish I was fitted to enjoy all its olessings. 

Affectionate1y, 

B. Cooper 

P.S, Shall not write you again till tomorrow. 

Comment: 

This is the last of the letters that we have that Barna Cooper 
wrote to his daughter. She graduated from Mount Holyoke College 
in the Class of 1866. She then went west to teach in a girl s 
accademy at Keosauqua, Iowa. Barna Cooper died 30 May 1867 at 
the age of 60. On Sept.26 1867, Lydia Ann Cooper and George G. 

Til den were married at Rochester, Vermont at her uncle Phyneas 
Cooper's home. In the Spring of 1869, George and Lydia would be 
on their way to Ames,Iowa. 














IX 
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May 1857 
1st 


2 



/ 4 


/ o 

V 6 



8 
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MY aOURNAL 
(Lydia Ann CooperDiary^) 


(Editor s Note: writer is 14 1/2 years old here) 

Staid with Lizzie Morgan last night—returned home 
about noon--this afternoon Mrs. Whittaker and I 
cleaned out the chamber. 

It has been raining all day, the grass looks green for 
the first time this spring. 

I have been ironing and have swept out and cleaned the 
par 1 or. 

I have not been to church today on account of the 
lambs which I have to feed & c. every day. It has 
been a very pleas^'t day and I have enjoyed myself 
finely here alone, for Father has been to church. I 
have read some and thought as much. 

I have sowed onions part of today also have read some. 
It is raining again today making the grass to grow 
green. 

I have sewed considerable on my apron today—also have 
made some pies. The frogs are peeping to-night. Very 
musical—much more so than usual. 

Sewed a little on my apron. Also went down to 
thevillage to see Counsin Mary and Georgey who are 
home on a visit. Father broght home two swarms of 
bees from Mr Parkers. 

Staid to the village last night--came home a-foot this 
morning. This afternoon Agnes Chaffee came to see me. 
we have been fishing a littl while. We only caught 

four. After we returned Mrs B._ and Mrs I. 

Whittaker went and caught one which they gave to us-- 
making us a littl meal which was very good. 

I have ironed quite a large washing. Besides sowing a 
few onions and visiting with Agnes (who staid all 
night). We have had a nice visit—she returned home 
this P.M. 

Have nearly finished the onion beds. Am glad of it 
too. Have been making me a flower bed. Again Father 


m 
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has been to Mr Parkers—Drought home 
bees and me a letter from Louisa.2 


two swarms of 


10 


y 


11 


v/ 12 



14 


15 


16 


17 

/ 18 


Went down to the village (did not go to church) to see i 
Mary--this afternoon going down I saw dome dandelions i 
blossomed. The first I have seen this spring. Also i 

some addertongues. They were very pretty. | 

w 

I have baked some bread and sewed a little on my apron 1 
--have also been fishing—caught ten. One was alive i 
so I put It into the head of the spring. 3 | 

Father bought a yoke of oxen today--paid one hunarea 1 

and fifty dollars of Mr. Claflin. \ 

n 

c 

Have finished the onion beds—baked some pies—mopped 
the floor and sewed a little on my apron—also have 
commenced to clean house—cleaned one half of my 
buttery it has been quite a Job for me for I never 
tried to clean house any before—like it quite well. ; 

Have been nearly all day at work in the butrery— 
washed all the dishes that was dusty this forenoon— 
P.M. washed the other half of the buttery ana placed 
things at rights. Since supper I have put grass turf I 
around my flower bed on the south side of the house. j 

1 

Went up to Grandfather's for the first time since I { 
returned from Rutland which was about one month ago | 
and as I was over there four months, I had not seen .i 
Grandfather^s folks for five months. They were ail 

I 

well. Had a good time. 

Went up to Uncle Amoses today—have not been up there 

since Aunt S_ came there. Eunice and Edna went up 

with me. We went up to the saw-mill. Lewis was 
tending it—we rode on the carriage while there. 

Came home from Grandfather's today. Staid to Uncle 
Phins4 dinner. After got home ironed some and done 
up Father'^s fine shirt, bought me a pair of glove kid 
congress gaiters. Cousin Marvel came home. 

Rained and snowed so that I did not go to church. I i 
read some and enjoyed myself in the solitude of my J 
chamber. j 

Summer school commenced today. Ellen Chaffee teaches 
- There about seven scholars now but there will oe a 
few more probably. I have had so much work to do that 
it was quite impossible for me to go. I cleaned out 
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I my parlor ©xcspt th© windows? in th© for©noon“* 
aft©rnoon w©nt down to A.W.^s. Th©y hav© had two 
b©ar-hunts today on© up th© branch and th©y kill©d on© 
1arg© b©ar and two cubs also on© on th© mountain h©r© 
wh©r© th©y caught on©. 

W©nt ov©r to Mr. Wi 1 1 iams. Sophia did not go to 
school in th© aft©rnoon so w© had first b©st tim©s. 
Th©y w©r© w©!!. 

Sophia cam© horn© with m© and so staid all night. W© 
©nJoy©d ours©lv©s fin©ly. I w©nt to school with h©r, 
and r©ad also r©cit©d in Arithm©tic. I like the 
school quit© w©l1. Caught a very bad cold today. 

Went to school again today--think I shall go the most 
part of th© summer. Study Thompsons Higher 
Arithmetic, Parsing and Drawing. Sophia Williams and 
myself which are th© only ones that take th© latter, 
took our first lessons on th© blackboard—such as 
making straight marks, circles, squares. &c. ScC. 

Today Sophia and myself commenced to take lessons in 
drawing on paper—it is not quit© finished. My cold 
that I caught day before yesterday is very bad though 
I shal1 try to go to school tomorrow. 

I finished the piece I commenced yesterday today. It 
is quite a pretty one. I am getting along quite well 
in all my studies. 

Did not go to church on account of my cold which is 
better but still troubles me considerable. I gather' 
quite a number of May Flowers. 

Have been to school and commenced another and a larger 
drawing—went this afternoon up to Mr Morgan's to see 
Lizzie who is soon going to Potsdam to live with her 
brother Wallace. 

Finished my drawing--after school I went over to Mr 
Chaffee^s and got a number of drawings—some of which 
are very pretty. They were well. 

# 

I have drawn a very pretty little house and shrubbery, 
have planted my corn (rice corn), got a slip of a 
monthly rose of Mrs Morgan. A day or two ago Father 
got me a hydrangia of Mrs Wing--I forgot to mention it 
the day he got it. 

It has been quite pleasant today. I have been 
thinking how green and nice the trees look. It is a 
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29 


30 


31 


beautiful sight to gaze upon the forests. How I love 
them. I have drawn another small piece today. 

Took a vase with grapes &c in it with India ink. At 
least they call it so. It is a very pretty piece. 
Tonight I got a number of slips of monthly pink of Mrs 
Mai col lorn. 

School did not keep and I have done our ironing. Done 
up a fine shirt for Father and my emoroiderea skirt 
washed me a dress and sunbonnet — ironed them. Maae 
two pies besides cleaning part of the kitchen. I am 
quite tired so I will bid you good bye. Bought me a 
handkercheif .05. 

Have been to church half a day--should have gone the 
other half of it had it not rained. 


June 1857 


1 


Have been to school and have commenced a very pretty 
pattern of drawing. I am getting along very well in 
al1 my studies. 


2 


3 


4 


It is training day--! have been down to the village to 
see them. They trained nicely. I called to see Sarah 
Fassett. She is very slim and has only got so as to 
walk down to Mr Huse's--a short distance. She is a 
dear, good girl. I also called to see Julia Tilaen 
went to ride with her in the carriage. Had the best 
ride I have had this year. I called to see Lois 
Haskins—staid but a short time. Bought me a oonnet 
of Mrs Pressa, cost 1.37. and trimmings. She is going 
to get it done for me Satur. 

Have been to school and finished the piece I commenced 
last Monday. It is a little beauty. Caught a trout 
in my dinner pail coming home. Gave it to Eooy who 
goes to school with me—he was much pleased with it. 
put it in Mr W''s spring. 

Been to school again and took a vase with painted 
flowers in it. Does not look very nice or smooth. 
Have got quite a piece in Analysis in Arithmetic. 


5 After school was done I have been quite busy to work 
about my flowers. They are all growing very nicely 
and I am glad of it. 
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8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


V/ 


13 



I went down to the village this mornign to get my new 
bonnet which Mrs Pressa was trimmed for me. I also 
got me a hat trimmed it with my pink ribbon that was 
on my bonnet last sum. Bought me a new pink dress. 9 
yds. Cousin Julia cut it--it sets finely, (**Editor's 
note: the previous sentence was latter scratched out 
in the diary, perhaps due to duplication in an 
upcoming paragraph.) Bought me a new pair of white 
cotton stockings some si Ik to work me some si ippers, 
spool thread. 

Went to church all day as I staid to Uncle Phins all 
night went to the M.E. in the forenoon and to the 
Congregationa1iSts in the afternoon. Eunice and Edna 
were there. 

Another night I have staid to Uncle Phins. This one 
for the purpose of having Cousin Julia fit my pink 
dress which she has done. It sets finely. I have 
returned home now. 

Have been to school and took my dress skirt with me— 
sewed or hemmed it all around. I am getting along 
finely in Arithmetic. 

Been to school--sewed on my dress waist this morn_ 

I made two custard pies and tonight I made a 
sweet-cake. I commenced to draw a quite large piece, 
today--the largest one Ellen ever took, very pretty. 

Took my dress sleeves to school and put the binding on 
the wrist. I have got my piece all sketched. It 
looks as well as Ellens does. Since I came home from 
school and changed my clothes which were so wet as 
they could be, for it rained very hard. I have put 
the binding on to the top of the si eeves--bastea them 
i n. 

Did not take my dress to school today as there was 
nothing I could carry very well. Mrs Ellen Hodgkins 
and Ellen Tower — Julia Williams came in to visit the 
school today staid all the afternoon. It has rainea 
for a number of days past, has stopped now. 

School did not keep so I have worked a good deal 
making two plant pies this and cookies. Ironing my 
dress this forenoon—this PM. I have sewed on my pink 
dress—have lined the band at the top—gathered the 
skirt and sewed it on and tucked it up so now the 
dress is done. 
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Have been to church today. Wore my pink aress. it 
has been a very cold day but I hope it will not clear 
off tonight for I fear it would blast the apple 
blossoms and we should have no apples for next year. 

Father wanted me to weed out the onion beds so I aia 
not go to school. I wed out the first bed and half of 
the other also hoed my corn below the onion beas. I 
am quite tired. 

Staid at home again. Have finished the rest of the 
onion bed. Made two pies—one custard ana the other 
apple. They are very good. Tonight I went aown to A. 
Whi ttaker''s. 

Mrs Ira Whittaker and myself have but out two shirts 
—she one and me one—and commenced to make them. I 
have sewed all day. We are going to put gathered 
bosoms in them. It is very rainy today. 

We have been sewing again today. The shirts are 
pretty well along, but it may take us a gooa part of 
tomorrow. Father has gone up to Grandfather^s. I 
should have gone if it had not rained so hara. Ira W. 
has been fishing caught quite a number but they were 
all small. I cooked twenty of them. His wife ana I 
eat them for our supper. 

I finished my shirt this forenoon. Mrs. W_ 

down to A. W^'s and so has not got hers done, 
afternoon I have begun to face my purple dress, 
was a pedlar along today and I bought me three 
of buff calico for a shellygo. 

I have done a large ironing including a fine shirt ana 
four collars made two pie plant pies and baked two 
loaves of bread. Finished sewing on the facing to my 
dress made me a whalebone skirt. I am very tired 
tonight. 

Been to church today wore my new hoop skirt it plaguea 
me some. I dont know but what I have have to fix it. 
Eunice and Edna was there. They separated our Sunday 
School class and Joel Chamberlain is now my teacher. 

I have been to school once more. I got Ellens 
sheiligo and wore it home. I cut mine out ana sewed a 
very little on it. Byron Chaffee came in to visit the 
school. 


went 

This 

There 

yaras 
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23 

I carried my sleeves to school today and made them 
We had some more company John Angel. I am not sure 

but we shall have company every day this week. 

24 

Finished my shelligo and I staid with Sophia all 
night. We went down to Mr Cliffords and swung--their 
swing is nice one. Mr Burrows came and swung us. It 
was beautiful we could hit the 1imbs of the trees. 

25 

Again company has been in school. Lizzie Bales and 

Julia Dirkey. It has been raining some—quite a 

thunder shower. I have made a sweet cake. 

26 

Been to school again. Have drawn some on my picture 
have not done anything of consequence in sewing except 
finishing an apron I had commenced. 

. 27 

Sophia came over here about noon and we went over to 
visit Anna Rogers's school. We like it very much 
after school we had a nice time playing. Did almost 
every thing any one could think of. 

28 

Did not attend church today on account of our bees for 
Father has to stay at home to hive them if they swarm. 
They hung out on the hive all day but did not swarm. 
Irak's wife & I have been to find a few strawberries, 
making out perhaps a dozen. 

29 

Been to school and drawn some more beside ciphering 
and parsing. School has now six weeks to keep though 
I almost wish it were only one. 

l/30 

Been to school and I commenced my si ippers. Have 

worked one of them—colors yellow and blue. 


y 1857 


/1 

Before school this A. M. I worked the top of my other 
slipper, at noon and recess I worked the back, so now 
I have bothe embroidered. Father got me a last today 
at Mr Parson s. I am going home with Ellen Chaffee. 

y' 2 

Staid all night with Ellen. Had a nice time. I did 

not go to school but I have 1 ined and oound my 
slippers so they are ready to put in the sole which I 
took off from some old quilt boots of mine. Have 

picked out all the stitches from them also I have 
washed my pink lawn skirt & ironed it. 
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I have not been to school. Have aone our ironing 
including a fine shirt and three collars ana also put 
on the soles to my slippers so now they are reaay to 
wear. 


•4th 


I have had a nice time today down to the training. I 
bought me some figs candy and had presented to me an 
orange-candy and lemonade. The ladies marched rouna 
the park after the band who played for them twice. I 
marched both times. They have not had so gooa a 
training before. A great number of fire crackers were 
thrown. 


5 Staid with Julia Tilden last night. Haa a nice time. 

I went to the Uni_ church with her this forenoon. 

Mr Davis preached were but few there. This afternoon 
I staid with Sarah Fassett. She is very feeble—was 

I so sick she could not see them train the fourth. I am 
very sorry. I hope she will get well enough to come 
up and see me this summer. 

6 I have not been to school today but staia at home to 

weed the onion beds. I have wed forty rows but I haa 
to worK pretty smart for it. 

7 Wed but few rows today. It has been so warm ana I 

have baked a pie and cake which took up my time this 

morning while it was cool so I have had no time till 

night. I have commenced to finish a pair of stockings 
I had begun long ago. I have knit the heel ana oound 
it off. 


8 It is quite rainy so that I can not go to school very 
well nor weed onion so I have taken to knitting and 
have finished that stocking and begun the other one. 

9 I have wed some today. Think I may f ini shea them 
tomorow. I have begun to embroider me a pair of 
undersleeves. Have done but little to them yet. 

10 I went strawberring tonight and let the rest of my 
onions that I did not weed this morning go till 
tomorrow. Have finished one scallop in my emoroidery. 


11 


12 


Sophia came over to see me today and so my onions are 
yet unwed. We had a splendid time. Playea ana 
enjoyed ourselves to the utmost limit. 

Hiram Cooper came home last night. Saw him--he looks 
about as usual and is in quite good health. I saw 
Julia Tilden and she said Emma Rogers has inviteo 
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herself and Georgy Pressa Lois Haskins and me to come 
down there so some day this week I hope it will be so 
I can go if the rest do. 

Commenced to go to school again. Have got almost 

Arithme' have drawn some. Shall finish my 
picture before a great while. 

Been to school once more. Things pass on as usual, 
the same daily routine. I 3tm enjoying myself very 
much this summer. 

Went to school this forenoon. This noon Father came 
over after me and told me that the girls were going 
down to the village <**Note: these last two words 

were later crossed out.) Mr Rogers visiting tomorrow 
and Julia Tilden said I must come down there and stay 
a 1 1 n 1 gh t. 

Staid with Julia last night. This morning we— 

together with Peorgy P_ and Lois H_ went down in 

the stage to Susan^'s school (near Mr Rogers) where we 

staid until recess. We then went down the Mr R_s 

and such a good time as I had I have not had for a 
long time. We had our supper by ourse I ves“-and honey 
(which was excellent) and tea. We played Hyspy. 
toward night. We were playing that when the stage 
came along and such a hurry as we were in to find our 

bonnets &c. Julia T_ staid with her sister Susan. 

There was two couple came in the stage that I should 
think by what they said they was never here before. 

Staid with Lois Haskins last night. Came home this 
morning. We had very good times. I do not know as I 
ever staid with her all night before. I have had some 
work to do since I came home—ironed and baked. 

Did not go to school today. Mopped the square room 
floor and baked some. I have been busy all day. 

Went to church this afternoon. Mr Coob pre_ a very 

good sermon. Wrote three letters this morning before 
I went to church. 

Been to school and Ellen came home with me. She is 
going to ooard here this week. It rained quite hard 
when we came home. 

Been to school. Tonight we cut out a collar pattern 

from one I bought of Martha Mac_ today. Paid .12: 

we marked it off and it is now ready to begin to work. 
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22 


23 

24 


25 


26 

27 


28 

29 


Before school we worked our schoilop—we call the 
pattern quite pretty. At noon I worked another ana 
since school I have worked one more. 

I have only worked one scolop on my collar. Have oeen 
to school and am getting along in my A. 

I have raked hay with Ellen before she went home. We 
rode on one load of hay. I have workeo on my col 1 ar 
considerable for it is half done. 

Have ironed today, and have made almost the whole of 
Fathers coat. It has kept me busy almost the whole of 
the time. I am glad it is done. 

Did not go to church today. I have employed my time 
in reading &c. 

Ellen is going to board to Mr A Whittaker^s. This 
week I have worked four scollops toaay. Am getting 
along finely. Been to school. 

Have finished my collar except the binding. Ellen 
worked her one and she has only got hers half done. 

Ellen and myself went down to the village and haa our 
foot measured for Mr Gasorn to fit us a pair of soles 
for some kid slippers which we are going to make 
ourselves. We have been this evening to hear a 
Spiritulist lecture. I liked him very much. We went 
down for Julia Durkee but she was not at home. 


30 We staid down to the village all night ana quite a 
walk up the hill this morning. Ellen went straight up 
the hill to the school house while I came rouna home. 
I had some work to do so I have not oeen to school 
till recess time. Quite late for me. 


31 I have not been to school today but have been 
raspberrying—pick not far from six quarts. 


August 1857 


1 

Have been raspberrying 

again 

today. 

Picked 

seven 


quarts which I have 

made 

preserves which 

we i gh 


eighteen lbs. They are 

pies also a sweet cake. 

very 

good. 

Have made 

four 

2 

Have not been to church 

th 1 s 

Sabbath 

e 1 ther. 

Have 


busied myself reading, writing 

, &c. &c 

• 
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Have not been to school today either. Addie Hunton 
and Mary Wing came to stay with me tonight. We have 
had a fine time. They have both a dialogue to speak 
the 2nd or 3rd day of next Sept. They are going to 
rehearse. I think it is the 29th inst. 

Addie went to school this morning. I curled her hair 
yet it did not look guite to suit me. I curled Mary s 
hair after Addie went to school and it much better 
than I had supposed it would not being very curly. 
Mary went home this afternoon. I went raspber. after 
supper—got a quart. 

This morning I went up in the pasture raspberrying. 
Father went down to the village and he brought Abbie 
Tilden home with him. She called me home with haste I 
returned. We have enjoyed ourselves very much. I 
knit a little and quilted a little for Mrs Ira 
Whittaker . 

Abbie and myself went raspberrying this afternoon—we 
got about five quarts. Were not gone but little 
while. I have not been to school for a long while at 
least it seems long although it is only one week. 
Abbie likes here on the hill better than I thought she 
wouId. 

Today is the last day of school. Abbie is going with 
me for I must go the last day. I am heartily glad 
that school is done. 

Abbie went home this morning. I have had consideraole 
work to do. Have ironed quite a washing. I have done 
but little since I got through. Knit this morning and 
have got up quite a little in the narrowing. 

Went to church this afternoon. I have not been before 
for some time. I have read some since church was 
done. 

We washed this forenoon and I have been berrying this 
afternoon—got quite a quantity of berries. I have 
also looked them over which is quite a Job indeed I 
had, almost as soon pick them as to look them over. 
They are very wormy this year. 

Went up to Grandfathers. Uncle Enoch is round some 
and is much better yet he looks quite pale and thin. 
Jane is teaching school in their district. Edna has 
the Whooping Cough yet not so bad but that she attends 
school . Eunice is not very wel 1 . Went to bed sick 
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last night. She does not go to school so we went aown 
to the branch to get some Choke Cherries but they were 
only red. We eat some if they were not ripe. We nave 
found twelve eggs today. 

Staid all night up to G_"s. Eunice came home with 

me today. We have been all about the works ana have 
enjoyed ourselves much. 

It is very rainy today and Eunice and I aont thinK 
much of it. This afternoon it clearea off ana so 
Father harnessed up the horses and carried us up to 
Uncle Richardson's. We went down to the earn out 
could not find any eggs. Annet, Eunice were quite 
well. Maria was up there staid all the time we were 
there. Aunt Eunice gave us all the calicos we coula 
find in a truck and Eunice and I made quite an inroaa 
into it. Eunice has got nineteen blocks to a oeaquilt 
--album. I am not sure but that I shai 1 piece me up 
one--it takes thirty six. 

Father is going to make some Current Jelly toaay ana 
this forenoon Eunice and I pickea the currants. it 
was a job indeed. This afternoon we picked them over 
and Father made the Jell. We have had gooa times. 

This forenoon I done up my work and ironea (not a very 
large washing) and this afternoon Father carriea 
Eunice home so I went with them. We found Jane sick 
abed with the fever. the Doctor was there. Sana was 
coughing at a great rate. 

Went to church today—heard Mr Cobb preach. I like to 
hear him for I think he is a good preacher. 

I have cut out a few clocks of calicos to piece them 
up like Eunice's. I think it is a very pretty 
pattern. I have worked some and so has Father. 

I have cut out four or five blocks today and have knit 
about half a finger besides puttering about the house 
doing little things as they came along. 

Have not done much today except to knit about three 
quarters of a finger. I shall soon get to the heel. 

Mrs I Whittaker and I went up on top of the mountain 
to get some choke cherries if they were ripe, but when 
we got there they was as green as ever they was. She 

said we could get some pin cherries down to A. W_ 

on their ledge and I think I shall go down there 
before long. My throat tickles some today and I wouia 
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21 


not wonder if it was the Whooping Cough as it has been 
over a week since I saw Edna. 

I have been down to A. Whittakers ledge for some 
pigeon cherries. They are very plenty down there. I 
cough some today. Have knit to the heel of my 
stocking, this evening I knit the heel and bound it 
off . 


22 


23 


24 


Mr Whittakers folks have gone up to Pittsfield today 
to see Nancy who is very sick. They do not know but 
what she has got the consumpsion. I have finished my 
stocking. It was quite a piece to knit. This 
afternoon I went down to the village and got me a new 
dress cloth for a white skirt with little things such 
as needles - etc. My cough is rather going on 
me—dont like it much. 

Staid down to Mr Tilden s5 last night. It rained so 
that I did not attend church but staid in this 
forenoon and Julia and I read most of the time. Julia 
T_ is going to cut my dress tomorrow. 

Father did not go to the village today so I shall not 
get my dress cut today. I have made my white 
skirt — or rather run up the breadth—oasted the hem 
and partly hemmed it. Have done a little on my 
bedqui1t. 


25 


Went down to the village early this morning. Uncle 
Phin^s 8c Aunt Harriet also Mr Wing and wife 8c Mary 
went over the mountain and I am going to stay with 
Julia till they return. Julia washed this forenon and 
I run up the breadths to my dress--PM. She cut part 
of my dress and in the evening we went down to the 
affair (and then) to Mr Tildens. 


26 


27 


I have worked on my dress considerable. Julia and I 
went up to their pasture and got some apples-^also 
about a quart of blackberries. They were the first I 
had seen--We have both been quite busy all day. 

This forenoon I sewed on my dress. Julia has been 
very busy all the forenoon. This afternoon Mrs Morse 

and Dr Bill's wife, Josie P_ spent the afternoon 

with Julia as I have the Whop_ Cough. I staia up 

stairs all the time they were there. In the evening 

Edward Coo_ came to Uncle^s. His mother was away so 

he came there. 


173 














n 


28 


29 


30 

31 


Hd.ve not don© much today thouQh I have oeen ousy al i 
the time. Ed went and got me some ChOKe Cherries 
they were very nice. I eat enough to make me sick, if 
they ever would. 

Uncle Phin's folks came home today. I have done 
little. Ed got me some more Choke Cherries. I should 
think they would make me sick. Julia gave me a peach 
It was a very nice. Aunt Harriet brought home an 
Egyphsian lily. It is beautiful. Mrs Alverae 

presented it to her. 

At last I am home after spending nearly a week at my 
Unc1es. 

Did not attend church, out staid at home and amused 
myself by reading 8. this. 

I have cut out some blocks of calicos. I think it 
real amusement. 


September 1857 

^1 I commenced to fix and line my kid slippers. I think 

I shall have some very pretty ones. Father has got Mr 
Naso No. 3. last and soon I think I shall have some 
siippers. 


2 I sewed on one of the soles today. I have cut the kid 

rather short and was not able to pull it over as far 
as it should be but I guess it will hold-“hope it 
will. 

^3 I have now got my slippers solea. Father pulled the 

kid over this one so it looks much better for it. 



5 



I have pented the cloth in the inside of the slipper 
and sewed on some rubber cord--also inked tne soles so 
they are black. Julia Tilden6 came up here this P.M. 
on horseback, was sorry she did not request her 
parents to let her stay with me all night. 

I have sewed on my calicos today. I have got all but 
twelve done. I was in hopes to finish oefore hop 
picking but it seems I cannot. I have ten of one kind 
some of the blacks are very handsome. 

I think it quite hard to have the Whooping Cough, 
have not spoken of it before this some time but I have 
coughed very hard—vomited some. 
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Bill went after the Carlisle girls this evening, to 
pick hops. 

Today we commenced to "pick hops. "7 j picked 

ail day Ab's wife and I pick alone to Ab s box. Mrs 
H. Morgan & the two Carlisle girls to Bills box. 


Edward Whittaker 
morning she came 


s wife 
here. 


came to Ab'^s yesterday 8. this 


I have picked again today but I am quite tired tonight 
and I coughed very hard, vomit a good deal. 

Being so tired I have only picked half-a-day. But as 
it was—Anette and I —1/2 day picked nearly Cif not 
quite ) as many hops as all three of the girls to the 
other box. We feel quite proud of it. 

Did not pick any today. I have made a number of pies 
and biscuits and have rested the remaining part of the 
time. This eve I worked some on my under sleeves. We 
finished picking hops. 

I picked down to A.W^s today. Mrs Whittaker also the 
Carlisle girls & Bi11. We get along finely though I 
get very tired. 

It rained this forenoon so we did not .pick till 
afternoon when we were al 1 on hand. I cut out and 
pieced up the remaining twelve blocks part this 
forenoon and finished them this evening. 

Today is surely a day of rest for I have not done much 
—even read much. 

I have picked again today--I have forgotten to mention 
that I board myself—therefore am paid more for it. 

Mrs Whittach^s tooth ached yesterday so she could not 
pick today she has gone down to have it pulled. I 
picked to A. 

I should have mentioned before that the Carlisle girls 
went home last Sunday so we have but one box & now Mrs 
W. is sick we (Anette & I picked 1/2 day) pick alone 
and al1 there is. 


We went down to Ab^'s this morning and picked about two 
hours, then it rained and so I came home & have gone 
to knitting. Bill has got a Boil 8. he is sick a-bed 
and Mr Dr Bill came today and open it. I have knit 
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from the Dinding off the heel to the toe so it is now 
finished. I am glad of that. 

18 Today we have put in our best jump, it was very cold 
and we had all we could do (to) lay the fiela flats 
but we did—Hurrah! 

19 Picked today for Mr McCollom. Annete Mrs W. 8. I. We 

also finished off for him. How tired I am-^must go to 
bed. 

20 I have read some today — forgot last night to write 

that I saw as I thought — Ellen Chaff, ride over the 
mountain & I guess she was gone to West (Bethel >9 
school. 

21 Uncle Richardson^s folks sent for me this morning 8. I 

have picked there today. Mary Guernsey and Lois 

Haskins picked there also. 

22 Today has been "muster day." Of course went aown to 

see the proceedings. There was a man there with a 

rattlesnake, parrot, white woodchuck, coons ana a 
three legged hen. Also I saw a negro dance 8.c, 8.C, 

8<c. 

23 I have been to Uncle Ri chardsons again today. July 

Powers, Mary Wright, Sarah Haskins picked today. It 
looks cloudy 8. I hope it will rain tomorrow. 



Lydia Ann Coc^per when she was at Lowell, Massachusetts. Lydia spent a short time working in a textile 
mill there in 1862 with several of her Bnerson cousins. She entered Mount Holyoke College at South 
Hadley, Massachusetts that Fall. (See Barna Cooper's letter to Lydia on page 136.) 
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October S. November 1957 

Having neglected to write for a long time I will say 
that in these two months among many other things I 
have cut and made Father three shirts and put gathered 
bosoms in them. Also I have made two night shirts 
without bosoms. I have knit me a pair of white woolen 
stockings. Also footed me a blue pair--the yarn I 
t^^cted with Mrs Whittaker for. My Whooping Cough has 
left me though when I take a s1ight cold I cough guite 
severe, but do not Whoop any. I think of nothing more 
of any consequence. 

***** 


December 1857 

5 Today is my birthday. Fifteen years of age. How fast 
the time rolls on, one year follows with such rapidity 
after the other that one scarce know where tis gone. 
I went to visit the school in our neighborhood. Had a 
fine time. Think ^ have a fine school-teacher. Miss 
Hattie Newton.10 

6 Went to church today. Hiram is home. He looks quite 
pale. I saw our teacher that is to be. My first 
impression was that he was not very smart. He looks 
quite young—not more than twenty. 

7 The first day of school. I think I shall like him 
very much, very good natured, and seems to have a gooa 
time in spite of any one. I am going to study 
Arithmetic, Algebra and Parse. Not certain whether I 
shall get a lesson in Grammar or not. 

8 We have got quite established in school, and things go 

along finely. I set with Mary Coolidge and Jane Em_ 

who works for her board at Mr Gracy's. 

9 I have Just got my Algebra and we are going to begin 
our lesson tomorrow. There are eight of us that study 
it, four boys and four girls. 

10 I have learned some how to add in Algebraic quantles. 
The sines are very odd to me, though I think I 
understand them quite well for a beginner. 
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12 


13 


14 


15 


16 


!• 

/ 

Mr Cox is much smarter than I first thought ana I iiKe i 
him very much. 

i 

We got up very early this morning so as to get 
breakfast for Hiram in time for him to eat ana get 
ready for the stage. He gave me a bottle nearly naif 
full of cologne. It is very nice and I thank him very 
much. Like my school—Ah my very much indeed. 

I went to church today and they are talking aoout 
having a concert—S. S.—sometime this month. They 
wish me to take*on but I have not yet deciaea. 

It seems lonesome not to see Hiram sitting in the 
round chair. Aunt Harriet says it seems as it usea to 
when he was a boy and lived at home. 

I should have written that I caught such a baa coia a 
few days ago that I was obi iged to stay at home 
yesterdy for I could scare Iy speak loud enough to be 
heard. 

I have made a mistake in my dates having missed a week 
and not allowing anything for it but I will aate the 
next one right. School is getting along well. 


***** 

25 Chr istmas--a 1 1 are wishing the other--" I wish you a 
Merry Christmas." Happy fly such joyous aays. I 
have got along quite a piece in my Algebra. 

26 My cold yet hangs on and I think it is too baa, a 
handkerchief will at the best last me but one aay. 

Our school is one sixth done tonight. 

I have been at work. Am on one waist that I am 
making. 

27 Aunt Annall came home a few days ago and I was up to 

my Grandfather with Jane. It was the first time I haa 
been in a sleigh. And Jane and I enjoyea it very 
much. In the evening Jane,12 Eunice, Edna and I- went ^ 

into the bedroom—got a singing book and I guess we * 

did not need a teacher to tell us how to sing. We 
also played Hide the thimble. 1 

f 

I 

Anette Richmond was there. I had a very nice visit ( 

with them. Grandfather ^ s-l^^ has got a new stove in the J 

Dining room. It is a very pretty one. ! 
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28 


29 

30 


31 


Came down to meeting with G's folks. Went to the P 

church in the forenoon and in the P.M. to the 
Methodist. 

Xy . ggd^Y . I have got into Fractions in Algebra and I 
feel guite flattered because I have got along so wel1 

This year is fast pressing away and some are talking 
where they are going to spend New Years eve. 

Some are going to Bethel to a bal 1 and I presume al 1 
will have a fine time. 

Some are going to the Watchmeeting tonight. I am 
quite sick today—could not go. 


ry 1st 1858 

1 Another year commenced. Oh may it be a happy one for 

all. Let our deeds be such that at the close of the 

year they can be reviewed with pleasure and not 
regret. 

I rode home with Father and spent New Years Night. 

Now let me say—I wish you all a Happy New Year. 

2 There was but few of our scholars at school yesterday 
but the usual number has gathered in today. A few 
are, however, absent. I am prospering very well in 
all my studies. 


3 I did not tell you what a fine paper we had yesterday, 

but I can only say now that it was an excellent one. 
I wi 1 1 tell one or two of those headed Conparisons 8<c. 
"As so the goose is afraid of the fox 
So are we girls of Mr Cox." 


Was not that a good one? 

"There"s Ed Leonard, do just look. 

He'S pretending to study his book. 

But any one can plainly see 

He"s casting sheeps eyes*at Delma P." 

Many others of like tenor were in it. --I went to 
church - am and going to take part in the Concert. 
The treuth is "Tired of going to Sunday School." 
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There Is nothing going on for me to write about out 
the same old story "going to school.," This evening I 
have worked very steady on my waist. 

I went to school and in the evening I went to tne 
Singing School. We have fine time down there. 

Staid with Jane last night. Did not go to sleep much 
before twelve. Had a very good time. 

Went up to Grandfather^s last night. Made them quite 
a surprise. The eldest over all went to a meeting at 
the school-house in the evening and we girls enjoyea 
ourselves very much. 

Been to school of course and this evening I am going 
with Augusta to Aunt Pru_. 

We had a fine time up to A_ P_. We crackea some 

butternuts and ate a two quart dish full of apples, 
and so with our stomachs filled we enjoy ourselves 
much. 

Ira Foster & wife came here last night. We were just 
finishing our supper when they drove up—Aunt Harriett 
flew round here to get supper for them like a hen with 
her head cut off, went to the Congregational Church in 
the afternoon. All went but U. P.14 

Went to school. Am getting along first rate in 
Algebra. I feel quite encouraged for I have got the 
farthest of any of the class. I staid at home and 
worked on my waist very hard. 

Ira & wife—Mr Wing 8. wife—Uncle P & Aunt H ail went 
up to Mr Joyslns and left me all alone. 

They went home today. I heard the bells go past aoout 

II o^clock. I drew of the pattern of her _ oefore 

she went—pretty. 


Nothing of 'partic1ar1y happens--going to 
schoo1--evenings all going—everywhere--any where. 


Worked 

on 

my 

waist almost 

finished 

it. I 

like my 

school 

and 

am 

getting along 

wel 1 

i n 

my 

studies 

• 


Singing 

school 

evening has 

past 

• 

I 

have fine 

t imes 

when I 

go. 

I 

1 ike the fun but 

I 

am 

afraid 

my 

t ime 


could be better employed. 





















17 Done quite a large washing. l should have said 
ironing and I am very tired so I ll not write more 
now. Good night. 

18 Felt to lazy to go to church so I staid at home. I 
read some of the time and had a real lazy time of it. 

9 To school as usual . Staid at home in the evening. 
For a wonder I cannot imagine where all my evenings go 
to (always gone nothing done.) 

20 Of course I cannot stay at home this eve so I must go 
down to the singing school—had a fine time. 

21 I went home with Mary Col I idge - we got excused and 
went down to Mr J. Jewells - distance about one mile 
and a half. Then back across the meadow about the 
same distance making the long walk of three miles. We 
popped corn 8. stuffed ourselves with apples. 

22 School only kept 1/2 day and so this P.M. Jane and 
Julia with myself walked the good distance of two 

miles to visit H_ Newton^s school. Staid to Martha 

Morgan's to tea and rode down to the sewing society 
with Freman. 

23 I read most of the forenoon and this P.M. Augusta and 
I went up Bethel road twice and slid down. We also 

rode up to Mr. Pow_ with Pharely Martin—We slid on 

the run. 


***** 


June 10th, 1858 


Dear Long Neglected Journal 

Little did I dream that so long a time woula elapse 
ere I should again write. Nearly five months have 
passed away and now I amn a school teacher. Had I been 
told that I should teach this summer, then I should 
have disbelieved it, but it is even so. Nine 
Scholars—scarely enough for me to find enough to busy 
myself about. I like (teaching) pretty well, though I 
have done some things I liked better. I like just 
about as wel 1 as I expected to. Have one dol 1 ar a 
week. Teach twelve weeks. I have kept when this week 
is out three weeks, 1/4 done. I am glad of it. My 
School is in Middle Hollow and a very pretty 
school“house I have. 
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#*********#**#*#***********^*^****^****************^*^*******^*^* 

***** 

The year of our Lorcl--Eighteen fifty-9 

Feoruary 1859 

''Tis wonderful how fast time flies. I can scarcely 
realize where all the time has passea since I was 
teaching in the little red school-house among the 
hollows. Let me see if I can write a brief review. 

After my school finished I had two or three weeks to 
enjoy and rest myself in—then the old story going to 
school. Mr Spaulding was again our teacher.15 j 

studied Rhetoric, Parsing, Latin and commenced taking 
Music Lessons of Cousin Julia. A merry time I had 
last fall visiting Electic Webber and Lizzie Coleman 
and twenty others. But that passed away and then came 
and invitation from Ira Foster and his wife to spena 
the winter with them and attend school in Rutlana, I 
accepted it and here I am. We have a fine school, 
with four teachers. I have only two stuaies. Arith. 5. 
Latin. I find that it occupies most of my time. 
There are very, very good to me and I love them both 
very much and dread the time when I must return to 
Rochester. 

21st I have not been able to attend shcool for two weeks 
but think I shall go today. I am feeling stronger but 
have a slight appetite. I am taking some medicine 
prepared by Dr. Page. 

22 Attended school today also. Think I haa my Arith, 
lesson very well considering I have been absent so 
long. This evening I attended a lecture at Castleton 
with Mr. Reynolds. Rev. Henry Ward Beecher delivered 
a lecture upon "The Burdens of Society." He 

illustrated beautifully, so clear and forcible. 
Should like to hear hime every day. His illustrations 
about the spider and fly, catching the salmon the tree 
and its branches' the hawk and chicken, Canibalism, and 
Spelling 'Sin^ with letters as huge as Mount Sinai: 
those are things to remember. Also that with which 
they are connected. 

25 Went to West Rutland last night to a Party, We danceo 
in an old dusty hall till 2 1/2 in the morning. I hao 
a very good time. The oysters were excellent. I 
arrived home at 3 o''clock, was so sleepy I went to 
sleep in the couch. 
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********** 


March 1859 (almost 16 1/2 years old) 

The god of storms seems now to hold the sceptor in his 
right hand* and wielding it with power, covers the 
fact of the earth with blasts and storms. Short be 
his life. 

23 Evening—Gerri has gone to Minden to Mr Sewards. 

School is finished, and I am now at the Frank! ins. 
Mrs Foster is visiting to Mrs Colby. I guess I shall 
write tomorrow. Last Thursday evening I went to the 
Town Hall to hear Bayard Taylor lecture upon "Life in 
the North." He is quite eloquent. He pictures what 
he describes so plainly that you fancy you can see it, 
and seem to be gazing upon the icy region, and feeling 
the northern blasts pierce your face with its pennies 
even while he speaks. He speaks very distinctly and 
uses poetical language. It was well worth hearing. 

I have made a needle book today—it is very pretty 
indeed. 


March 19th 1860 (Editor^'s note: almost 17 1/2 years old) 
Rochester 


A year has passed away and I again am seated to pen a 
few lines on your pages. I shall not attempt to 
review the past year, and will only say that it has 
been a pleasant one to me, but oh, how. quickly it has 
sped away. 

Yesterday I cam home on the hill to live. I fear I 
shall be somehwat lonesome for I shall not see my 
village friends'very often I fear. I am quite tired 
tonight for I have washed a large washing too, and 
washed three windows cleaned three cupboards mopped 
the floor, and picked up my sitting room. Also maae 
two window curtains. 

20th It was rather rainy this morning and I cleaned out the 
pantry so we could put sugar into it. This afternoon 
Georgel6 and Julia Til den came up for me to go to 
Jasri's and Sue's sugar party. There were about 
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21st 

22ncl 

23rd 

24th 

25th 

26th 

27th 

28th 

29th 


twenty five there. We had a very pleasant tiine 
playing euchre and eating sugar. After I got home I 
had to cake about a hundred pounds and then I was glaa 
to go to bed. 

I baked this forenoon. In the afternoon did not ao 
much. Knit some and sewed. 

Ironed this forenoon and knit this afternoon finishea 
a cotton stocking, which was only within half a finger 
of the heel. 

Had all I could tend to caking sugar. This evening 
George and Juli came up for me to go to a lecture to 
the village. Rev Mr Guernsey delivered it. It was 
excellent. C.A.Webber recited a poem. I staid with 
Julia all night. Enjoyed myself very much. 

Have been down to see Lizzie Morgan. In the evening 
played euchre, had a splendid time, but feel as though 
I am making a long visit here. 

Have not been to church today. Juli and I did not get 
up entil after eight. I helped her do up the work in 
the morning and then we read until after one o clock 
when I went over the Uncle Phi ns. George brougnt me 
home tonight. 

Washed, and mopped. Fixed me some aprons. 

Baked all the forenoon. Afternoon mended stockings. 
Lizzie Morgan came up on foot this afternoon, piayeo 
euchre in the evening. 

Baked bread this forenoon. Afternoon Lizzie and I 
went over to Thomas Hodgkin's Con) foot. We were very 
tired when we got there. Wardner and his wife were 
there. Lizzie and I thought we had hao better visits 
in our lives, for we could not help thinking that 
Augusta did not care to see us very much. 

Staid to Mr Hodgkin^s last night. Started for home in 
the forenoon. Stopped to Mr Williams to see Sophia. 
She seemed to be glad to see us so we staid to dinner. 
They sugared off while we were there, and we eat ail 
we wanted on snow. It was real nice. About 
threeo" clock we went down to Freemont Morgan s. we 
staid there until evening. They were sugaring off, so 
we had all we wanted to eat there. Called in to see 
Charlotte on our way home. Clara has been taken with 
the canker rash, but dont think she will have it very 
hard. 
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30th Lizzie went home after dinner and as I was very tired 

I went to bed after she had gone and slept till 4 
O'clock. 

31st Ironed and mopped. Mended Father a shirt. This 

afternoon I have made me a pincushion and braided and 

sewed a mat for the entry. I have kept myself pretty 
busy al1 day. 


Apri1 1860 

1st The first day of the month and the first day of the 
week. I must see how much I can accomplish this 
month for I have much to do, as I have not been home 
for so long a time. It is quite warm weather—is as 
smoky as dog days. The Spring is very early, but very 
little snow to be seen. We have had no decent 
sleighing since last Dec. when it was splendid. 

2nd Washed and mopped this orenoon. Made a pie and knit 
P. M. A very windv day. Cold and dismal. Quite a 
sudden change from yesterday. 

3rd Baked in the morning, and sewed most of the rest of 
the time. Sugared off on the hill and had to caKe the 
sugar. Then mop up and get supper. 

George and Juli have been here to spend the evening. 
I was very glad to see them. We passed a very 
pleasant evening playing cards. George and I beat of 
course. I am glad of it for Father tried so hard. Mr 
Tilden is committee to the village and they are going 
to apply for the school for me. I half hope I shall 
not get it for I feat I shall have trouble but I might 
as we 11 try it. 

If I should happen to get the school, I hope to oe 
able to give satisfaction. I anticipate having a good 


time out of school 
friends. 

for I 

shal1 be 

near so many of 

my 

This forenoon was 

very 

p1easant 

but about noon 

11 


clouded up and the wind blowed considerable. But I 
must away to the land of dreams so Adieu. 

4th Orlando and Julia Powers came up to see me today. 

They got here about ten. We sugared off this 
afternoon and we all went down into the sugar place 
and had all we could eat. Julia is going to stay with 
me all night. I discovered today that my peony s are 
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5th 


6th 


7th 

8th 

9th 

10th 

nth 

12th 

13th 

15th 

16th 

17th 


coming up. It has been a very warm aay, seemea UKe 
summer. 

Julia had company today so Orlando came up for her. I 
have ironed and sewed. Am quite tired, ana ao not 
feel like writing. The weather has been rather cooi 
and snowed a little. 

After I done up my work this morning I mendea shirt 
for Father. About one o clock George came for me to 
go to Omri Goodno'sl7 sugar party. I have enjoyea 
myself exce11ent1v. George, Lucian ana Julia came 
home with me from the party and we playea euchre until 
nine, when they thought they must return home. I 
enjoyed it very much and guess they did. It has oeen 
rather cool today and cloudy. 

Have not done much today still I got very tired and 
went to bed this afternoon. The weather has oeen 
quite warm. 

Rather rainy, so I have not been to church. Have oeen 
pretty lazy, written on a letter and read some. 

I have washed and mopped as usual Monaays ana have 
taken most of the old paper off of the kitchen. Was 
foggy and rainy this forenoon. windy & cool P.M. 

Baked bread and pies. And sewed some. 

Ironed, and caked sugar until I am sick of the sight 
of it. 

Sugared off again today. I have pasted some pieces in 
my scrapbook. 

& 14 th 

Have been very busy sewing & knitting. 

A very stormy Sabbath and I could not go to church. 
Dear me. It is too bad for I wanted to go today. 

Washed 8. mopped. Bought a print —11 yds--of a pealar. 
This afternoon I have sewed up the breaath and bastea 
the hem. 

Baked this forenoon, P, M, have fitted my dress, cut 
it surplice waist. George came up about six o’clock 
and invited me to go to an Indian performance to the 
village. I went and enjoyed myself very much. 
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18th Staid with Julia Tilden all night, George brought me 
home this morning. Have sewed on my dress, 

i9tn Finished my dress with the exception of sewing it on 
the waist & pocket. About 9 o clock after I had come 
up stairs and was finishing a pair of stockings, I 
heard something hit the side of the house, I 1istened 
and some another thump then another. I thought I 
would see who it was so I blew out my 1 ight and was 
just starting to the window when I heard somebody 
whispering and walking about under my window. Then 
some one called -“Lid." I asked "Who is it." "Juli 
Tilden" was the reply. I hastened down as quick as I 
could and let her in. George brought her up, but he 
had gone before I got down. I am sfi glad to see Juli. 

20th Finished my dress completely, baked a little and 
visited in general. 

21st Ju 1 i as birth—day. 16 years old. We sugared off 
today for the last time I hope. Enjoyed myself very 
much. We expected George and Lucian up here this 
evening but they have disappointed us. I wonaer what 
the reason is that they didnt come. I had anticipated 
a good time--well, Juli and I didnt have a bad time, 
but we ve scolded pretty well because the boys did not 
come. 

22nd The ground was white with snow this morning but the 
snow melted. Juli and I read and slept most all day. 
Towards night we went down into the woods into a 
spruce grove. It is very pretty there. After we came 
back, Juli said she wanted to go over to Mr. Williams 
so off we started, telling Father to send whoever came 
after Juli over there. When we got to the 

school-house, we went in, and it had got to be so iate 

we concluded not to go any further, but to wait there 
for George. He soon came along, and brought Luc up to 
my house. They staid till about 9 o'clock. 

23rd Washed, mopped and knit. This evening Mr. Tilden has 
been up here and has hired me to keep the village 
school. It is a great undertaking for me, and I 
almost fear I shall not go through with it. But 

courage-child. Oh I wi11 try to suit, and I pray God 

to help me. It is a hard school, I am to have 1.75 
if there are 30 regular scholars, 2.00 if 35. I will 
suit them if possible. 
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July 17th 1860 


Well I have taught the village school this 
summer—finished two weeks ago last night. I was glaa 
to be through for it was hard work and very tiresome 
to be confined to the same routine daily for three 
months, I have enjoyed myself better than I expectea, 
and I don't think I have lost any flesh. I weighea 
last night—109 lbs. 

Since school finished I have been sewing some for 
Julia Cooper. Expect I shall go up on the hill next 
week. We have had very warm weather this week. It 
has been really uncomfortable some of the time. Toaay 
it has been rainy, and I had a good time sewing. 

Julia Powers staid with me last night. There was a 
• very severe thunderstorm last night about one o clock. 
Julia read Bitter Sweet through. I think it a 
splendid book. Mr Holland's writings are all very 
good. 

Week ago today I went up to Sue s horseback. I haa a 
good time. We rode the next day (which was Sunaay) 
about four miles, and then we came home. 

June 2, 1863 (Ed. Note: 20 1/2 years old) 

Mt. Hoi. Fe?m. Sem. 

The bell is ringing nine, fifteen minutes more the 
retiring bell will ring. I have been to the church 
this evening and heard Dr. Gulick talk to the children 
about the islands of the Pacific ana their 
inhabitants. He spoke in the Seminary Hall last 
evening, and again this afternoon answering a great 
number of questions which were written by the girls. 
He was very interesting, I hope I will not forget 
what he told us. He finished tonight by asking the 
children (older ones too) two questions, 1st Are you a 
Christian? 2nd Will you be a Missionary? 

Mr Hasen and wife are also here. They go to Inaia 
soon. 

***** 
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Notes: 


( 1 ) 


2 , 


Lydia Ann Cooper, wrote this diary which provides insight into life 
in Vermont before the Civil War. She wrote of her life on the 
mountain side farm located about two miles East and up the mountain 
frcm Rochester Village. Village friends and associations become a 
frequent part of her story. Pg. 161 

Probably Lydia's Aunt Louisa Emerson, born Rochester 20 Jan 1828. A 
younger sister of Lydia's mother. Pg.l62 


3. Trout were plentiful in the mountain streams nearby. Pg,162 

4. Phineas Cooper, Barna Cooper's brother who lived in Rochester 
Village. It was in their home that Lydia and George Tilden would 
be married, 26 September 1867. Pg.l65 

5. Julius C.Tilden, and Eliza (Briggs) Tilden, parents of George 
Tilden. Pg.l73 


6. Daughter of Julius and Eliza Tilden. Pg.l74 

7. The growing of Hops provided a much needed cash crop for Vermont 
farmers in the early days. They were marketed in Boston for the 
Beer Industry. However, Vermont housewives used hops to make hop 
yeast, esential in their bread making. It was also prepared for 
table use as in a salad. In those days Vermont girls would go in 
groups to pick hops for needed extra cash. Hop growing reached 
its peak in the 1870's. State inspections were required after 
1831, but that was ended in 1933. (Information: Vt.State Archives 
and Dept.of Agriculture.) Pg.l75 


8. Picking a field 'flat' refers to the harvesting proceedure. 
Usually several men went ahead of the girls that were picking, 
cutting down the vines, and the poles on which they were trained, 
so that the girls could more easily do the picking. 

9. Name abreviated here. Not sure it was West Bethel. 


10. Think this may have been the District No.6 school located on North 
Hollow Road across from the property known today as the McCoy 
property. It no longer stands. A one room school was located on 
that site as late as 1938. The Cooper farm was located about a 
mile further East and some South of that school site. Pg.l77 

11. Anna Emerson, a half sister of Lydia's mother. Anna was born 6 
Dec. 1832. She was about ten years older than Lydia. Pg.l78 

12. Olive Jane, Eunice, and Edna Emerson. Also half sisters of Lydians 
mother. Olive Jane was born 3 Jan.1841 - Eunice was born 11 Dec. 
1843 - and Edna was born 27 Aug.1847. Lydia Ann Cooper 


189 















was born 5 Dec.1842 so that her Emerson Aunts were more like 
cousins. Pg.l78 


13 . 


14. 


Probably Lyman Emerson. Pg.l78 i 

) 

Lydia's Uncle Phineas Cooper whose home was in Rochester Village. | 
It is clear that Lydia occasionally stayed in the Village with her 5 
Uncle Phineas and Aunt Harriet Cooper. 


15. Apparently at the Barre Academy in Barre, Vermont. Mr. Spaulding j 
was the head master. Lydia attended the Barre Academy during the * 
next several years. She graduated there in 1865. Pg.l82 


16. George Til den, son of Julius and Eliza (Briggs) Til den, with 
Julia, one of his three sisters. All of whom will settle in 
Ames,Iowa after the Civil War. 


17. 


Omri Goodnow, born 3 Oct. 1836, who married George Til den's sister, 
Susan, 3 July, I860.. From later letters we know that they also 
settled in Ames, Iowa in the 1870's. Pg.l86 




Death of a Former Resident 

Rochester, Verioont, July 30, 1925. News has been received 
here of the death of Lydia Cooper Tilden, which occurred 
at her home in Ames,Iowa, on July 22nd. 

She was born in Rochester 82 years ago, a daughter and 
only child of the late Barna and Mary Ann Emerson Cooper. 
She attended school here until 1862, when she entered Mt. 
Holyoke college at South Hadley, Hass. She came hotoe in 
1864 and went to the Spaulding Academy where she 
graduated in 1865, then returned to Mt.Holyoke and 
graduated in 1866. 

Attractive in person,, charming in manner, possessed of a 
keen intellect and kind heart she won friends where ever 
she went, and she will be missed by her relatives and 
friends in Rochester. 




















APPENDIX 
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Early Rochester Man Advanced Into Commerce^ 


When Major George G.Tilden went to Iowa in 1869, he was more 
indebted to Elias Lyman than most people in Rochester realized. 

Elias Lyman^'s father was in the flatboat freighting business in 
Northhamption, Mass., running goods up the Connecticut Rover to 
the new settlements in New Hampshire and Vermont and farm produce 
down the river to the older towns and cities. 

As a boy Elias went along up the river and spotted the mouth of 
ther White River as a likely site for a trading post. Soon 
after, he built a store and warehouse, he established a ferry 
service across the Connecticut and, as his business grew, 
eventually built a bridge across the river and collected tolls. 
All at what is now White Rover Junction. 

Then Elias began to cultivate the settlers along the White River, 
especially at Rochester. He gave the Congregational Church a 
bell in 1825. Two years later he gave a lot in the center of 
the village so that the town could the brick school house there. 

In 1828, his son George married Minerva Briggs and started a 
store in Royhalton. 

In 1843, Joseph Til den, son in law of Elias Lyman, set up a store 
in Rochester where Simpson Construction now has its offices. He 
brought his younger brother, Julius Clark Tilden, into the 
business as his clerk and partner. In 1836 Julius married Eliza 
Briggs. 

George Tilden was born in 1842 in Rochester to Julius and Eliza 
Tilden. He attended the local school, had a year at the New 
London Literary and Scientific Institute in New London, N.H.and 
then joined the . Union Army in 1861. In 1866, George Tilden 
returned to Rochester and married Lydia Ann Cooper, daugheter of 
Barna and Mary Emerson Cooper. 

George soon Joined his Uncle, Chester Pierce, son in 1 aw of Judge 
Briggs, and Samuel Haskins in the store lately known as the 
Stevens Block next door to Dr.Bill Huntington. They carried 
general merchandise, boots and shoes. Their sign read, 
''Haskins, Pierce and Tilden.^ 

But George grew unhappy with the partnership arrangements and 
welcomed letters about the West sent by Henry Huntington, 
Dr.^Bills'' nephew. 
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Again the Ellas Lyman theme runs through the story. George ano I 
Minerva Briggs Lyman had named a son Ellas after his well known I 
grandfather. This young Elias came to Rochester to clerk and | 
married Adel aid, the daughter of John Trask, storekeeper, f 
postmaster and owner of the only two story brick home in town. I 

( 

Having learned the business through his ancestral bones, as it | 
were, Elias and Adelaide went to Kewanee, Illinois and began ^ 
storekeeping. He hired Henry Huntington away from Rochester to | 
be his clerk. 

i 

After a while Henry decided to try his luck further west...in | 
Ames,Iowa. There he entered into the store busiess with a j 

young man named Bigelow and wrote home to George Tilden to come | 
and join them....it looked like a good chance.. 

f 

Henry wrote George Tilden very persuasive and business like j 
letters on January 28, and again on February 28, 1869. On March | 
30, 1869, George left Rochester to buy or build a store in the 

west, leaving his wife, Lydia and their son, Lucien, to follow 
when summer arrangements were made. 

The Lyman influence was still working. 

When Goerge started for Iowa March 30,1869, he first went by 
sleigh to Bethel over a "better than expected road." Then by 
train to White River Junction and Bellows Falls. There was a 
three hour wait before a train took him up to Rutland, which ne 
reached at 9 P.M. He was surprised to find wheels had replaced 
sleigh runners this early in the season in Rutland. 

Tilden spent the night at the Bardwell Hotel and took the 5 A.M. j 
train to Schenectady, only to learn that high waters everywhere 
prevented further travel. Next day, however the waters had 
receded somewhat and, although the Mohawk overflowed the tracks 
in some places, the train made it finally to Rochester, N.Y. 

There he took a ''sleeper^ to Detroit over the Great Western 
Railroad. He got up early to look out, but concluded, "I don't 
like the looks of the country over which it passes." 

The Michigan Central ride, in contrast, was smooth and pleasant, 
and the train made the first 76 miles in a little over two hours. 
The day's trip to Chicago took some eleven hours and he had to 
spend the night at the Hatch Hotel, "respectable, but I don t 
think I'd stay there again." The whole city was crowded by 
people moving west. 

West of Chicago, George's chief interest was a vist with his 
younger brother Fred, who was farming near Manchester,Iowa, next 
to a farm owned by Eugene Harvey of Rochester, Julius Tilden 
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was also there, having joined his son after Eliza's death in 
Rochester in 1861. George found the farm large, but the men 

lived only in a shack such as folks back east would not put up 
wi th. 

On the way to Ames, George visited Cedar Rapids on the 
Northwestern Railroad, "but on looking over the place of 
considerable trade, soon made up my mind that I was too small 
caliber to look for business here." 

After surveying several towns with a canny eye to their trade 
prospects. Major Tilden bought a third interest in an Ames store 
to be known thereafter as Bigelow, Huntington and Tilden. 

Ames with a population of only 500 could be easily adjusted to. 
After all, his home tomwn of Rochester, Vermont had 1,500 people. 
The handsome new building near the Ames State Agricultural 
College had just been finished and would bring a nice group of 
people to the area. 

Already there were three doctors, two lawyers, churches, and 
several Vermont families. Land speculators were flourishing 
where unimproved land could be had for fifteen dollars an acre 
and improved land for one hundred an acre. 

The Golden Spike and been driven only ten days ago, and trains to 
and from ther Pacific coast now passed through Ames. In early 
July 1869, Lydia and baby Lucien arrived at their new home, and 
Ames became the center of family life for the five other children 
who came along in the following years. Lydia became active on 
the school board and served two terms as its first woman 
chairman. 

The store prospered and each year the partners sent to Rochester 
for maple syrup and maple sugar cakes. George bought out his 
partners in 1883 nine years before his death at age 50. 

The Tilden Store Company became the largest department store in 
the area and remained in the Family until the retirement of a 
grandson, Clark D.Tilden, in 1971, according to information 
supplied by another grandson, Farwell T.Brown of Ames. 

Elias Lyman had establised a long lasting tradition. He had sent 
goods to the West Indies, and had sent men to the West. 

Notes: 

(1). - This article, written by Mrs.Eleanor Hutchinson, of 

Rochester, Vermont. It appeared in the White River Valley 
Herald, published at Randolph, Vermont, on Jyly 9,1981. It was 
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one of a numoer of articles relating to Rochester, Vermont's two 
hundred year anniversary celebration. 

This article was based upon the letters that George Tilden wrote 
in 1869 to his wife, Lydia, as he traveled west to Iowa and made 
the decision to settle in Ames, the newly established Village 
located in central Iowa. (See the first group of letters in this 
compilation). 
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APPENDIX - C 

Tilden Family Outline History 



1. NATHANIEL TILDEN, (Thomas, Richard) was bapt. at 

Tenterton,county of Kent, England, July 28,1583. He m. 
Lydia Huckstep in about 1608, presumably at Tenterton. 

In 1633, they became the first of this family in America 
when they and their children emigrated to New England, 
settling at Scituate, Massachusetts, where he died in 
1641. Tilden acquired land in Scituate, and today the 
Tilden name is represented by direct descendants in 
Scituate. 

Chi1dren: 

I. Thomas, bapt. Oct.28,1608; bur. Jan.19,1618/9. 

II. Mary, bapt.May 20,1610. m. Marl3,1636 at Scituate 
to Thomas Lapham. 

III. Joseph, bapt. Jan 11,1611; bur. Mar.15,1611/2 

IV. Sarah, bapt. June 13,1613; m. Mar.13,1636, Geo. 
Sutton. 

V. Joseph, bapt. Apr.28,1615. 

VI. Stephen, bapt. Mar.31,1617. Bur. Oct.21,1619. 

VII. Thomas, bapt.Jan 19,1618/19. 

VIII. Judith, bapt. Oct.22,1620; m. Abraham Preble. 

IX. Winifred, bapt. Oct.20,1622, bur. Sept.14,1627. 

X. Lydia, bapt. May 30,1624; bur. Sept.15,1624. 

XI. Lydia, bapt. Sept.28,1625; m. Richard Garrett. 

XII. STEPHEN, bapt. Oct.11.1628 . 


2. STEPHEN TILDEN,(Nathaniel,Thomas,Richard) was bapt. 
Tenterden, England Oct.11,1629. He was age 5 when the 
Tildens migrated to New England. He m.in Scituate,MA 
Jan 25,1661, Hannah Little, dau. of Thomas and Ann 
(Warren) Little and granddaugher of Richard Warren, a 
Mayflower passenger. Stephen d. at Scituate Aug.22,1711 

Chi1dren: 

I. Hannah,b. Oct.14,1661. 

II. STEPHEN, b. Feb.5.1663/4 . 

III. Abigail, b. Ju1.11,1666. 

IV. Mary, b. Apr.7,1668. 

V. Judith, b. Jun.1,1670. 

VI. Joseph, b. May 13,1672; m. Joanna Bonnels, 

Jan.23,1701 

VII. Mercy, b. May 1,1674. 

VIII. Ruth, b.Jun.1,1676. m. Dec.18,1700 to Nathaniel 
Ti1 den, Jr. 
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IX. 

Isaac, b. 

Aug.28,1678. 

X. 

Ephriam,b 

. Nov.20,1680. 

XI . 

Ebenezer, 

b. Jun.16,1682 

XII . 

David, b. 

Nov.6,1685. 



3. STEPHEN TILDEN, (Stephen,Nathaniel,Thomas,Richard) b. 

Feb.5,1663/4 at Scituate, MA. m. ca.l681 1st to Rose 
Moss who d. three months after marriage. He m. 2nd 

Olive_., who d. six months later of measles. He m. 3rd 

Parthena_ about 1689 who d. two years later at age 22. 

He m. 4th Lucinda Hargraves in 1693. He m. 5th Susan in 

1703. He m. 6th Mary_, who survived him. He 

d. Lebanon. Connecticut. Oct.5,1767 at age 104.. The 
following children were named in his will drawn May 
8,1725. In all, he had seven wives and nineteen 
chiIdren. 

Children: (Record not complete) 

I. STEPHEN, was b. at Scituate. MA. Jan 16.1690 . 

II. Hannah, m. Caleb Pierce. 

III. Mary. m. Rowland Powell. 

IV. Joseph, probably moved to Lebanon, N.H. 


4. STEPHEN TILDEN,(Stephen,Stephen,Nathaniel,Thomas,Richard) 
was b. Jan.16,1690 at Scituate,MA. He d. Nov.27,1770 at 
Lebanon, Conn.in his 81st year. He m. March 3,1711 at 
Lebanon to Sarah Root. He m. 2nd May 31,1716, Mary 
Powell and m.3rd to Isabel Tednaugh, He m.4th Lydia 
Rose; and 5th, May 20,1761, Judith Pierce, a widow. His 
will, dated 26 April,1770, and probated 16 June,1780, 
names his wife, Judah, and the following children. 

(Prob.Court - Willimatic, Connecticut. (This will 
especially interesting since it was first to set up prin. 
of primogeniture in Connecticut.) Stephen Tilden was a 
lawyer and a celebrated poet. 

Chi1dren: 

I. Joseph, b.July 18,1719. 

II. STEPHEN, b. 1724. 

III. Joshua. 

IV. Daniel, b. 1740; m.Esther Warren. 

V. Amassa, b.l717; d.1799,Hartford,Vt. 

VI. Mary 

VII. Benjamin. 

VIII. Josiah. 

IX. Hannah 

(See next page) 


. tresis ^ 
itlUkitd 

t, bvf 
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Special Note: See Linzee Papers, pages 1618 
etc., in New England Historic Genealogical 
Society Library, Boston. Also, see Thesis 
written in 1947 by Mary Dexter Bates at Brown 
University. She included an interesting study 
of this Stephen Tilden, and his poetry. 

Thesis found in Connecticut State Library at 
Hartford. 


STEPHEN TILDEN, 

(Stephen,Stephen,Stephen,Nathaniel,Thomas,Richard) 
b. 1724 at Lebanon, Conn. m. Apr.23,1749 to Abigail 
Richardson, who d. 1796 at Hartford,Vt. He m. 2nd 
Mrs.Jerusha Fannan. He d. Mar.1813 at Hartford, 

Vt.in his 89th year. Stephen and most of his family 
are buried in the Center Town Cemetery at 
Hartford,Vt. 

Chi1dren: 

I. Abigail, b. Apr.23,1751; d. Jan 25,1813. m. 

Benjamin Wright, no children. 

II Stephen, b. Mar 19,1753, m. Jan 25,1826. m. 
1st Roxalana Powell, m. 2nd Elizabeth Tilden 
- twelve children. 

III. Theoda. b 1755 She'' m. James Richardson. 

IV. Joshua, b. 1757; d.l773. Froze to death, age 

16 yrs. 

V. JOSIAH. B. 1760 . 

VI. Esther, b.May 15,1762; d. May 5,1797. 

VII. Mary, m. Solomon Strong. 

VIII. Asa, b. 1768; d. 1850. m.Hannah Faulet. 
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6. JOSIA TILDENC Stephen,Stephen,Stephen,Stephen, 
Nathanlal,Thomas,Richard) B. Apr.10,1760 
d.Jan.31,1849 at Hartford, Vt. m. Elizabeth Tracy, 
b. 1765; d. June 2,1800. He. m. 2nd, Susannah Clark 



in 1801. Lived Harford, Vt. Susannah d. Dec.2,1844 
at her age 66. Josiah and several members of his 
family were buried in the Harford,Vt.Center Town 
Cemetery. 

Chi 1 dren : 


D^c. 2/f 


I . 

II . 

III 

IV 
V. 

VI . 

VII . 

VIII 
IX. 


X. 


XI 


XII 


XIII 


XIV 


XV 

XVI 


Elizabeth b. Sept.12,1791. m.lst DanM King; 
m.2nd Wm.Gillett had no children. 

Abigail, b. Mar.31,1793. m. Sheldon Clark 
Nov.25,1820. 

Joseph Foster, b. Mar.2,1791. d. 1877. m. 
Clementine Lyman,Jan.16 1828. Four children. 
Josiah Tracy, Feb.13,1795. d. Aug.14,1820. 
Myra, b. Feb.11 1799. d. Aug.21,1887. 

Daniel Clark, b.Jan 5,1801; d. June 15,1810 
in his 9th year. 

Perona Susannah, b. Hartford,Vt. d. 

Aug.4,1815 at Hartford, Vt 

Alpha, b. Aug.13,1803. D.Oct.10,1818. 

Lucian White, b b. Aug.27,1805. m.Eunice Fay; 
d. Mar.9,1885 at Stockbridge,Vt. No 
chi1dren. 

Orrin Ensworth, b. July 26,1807.m. Orril 
K.Moore Aug.31,1843. b. July 14,1818. He. 
d.Arr.25,1879. Seven children. 

JULIUS CLARK.b. Sep.7.1809. M. Eliza M.Briggs 

at Rochester.Vt.in 1836. Eight Children . 

Frances Marian, b. Sept.21,1811; d. 

Mar.25,1883. m. Samuel Smith. 1 Dau. 

Caroline Louisa, b. July 21,1816. m. June 
2,1845 William Hatch. 4 children. (Lived 
St.Albins, Vt.) 

George Watson, b. June 20,1819. 
d.Feb.6,1879. m. Cynthia Bugbee, 

Mar.17,1850. Lived Keene, N.H. 2 daughters: 
Laura (1851-1944), and Kate (1855-1960) See 
Kate Tilden^s letter of Nov.15.1947 to Marv 

(Til den) Brown of Ames.Iowa . (See Page 219) 
Infant son - b.Mar.1822; d. May 1822. 

Sarah Susannah, b.Jan.22,1826. m. 

Aug.22,1844 to Edward Hazen. Lived St 
Johnsbury, Vt. 3 children, George, Per ley, 
and Mrs. A.B.French, all of St.Johnsbury, Vt, 
at time of Sarahs death on May 26,1906. 

Note: Perley Hazen visted Iowa Tilden 
relatives on several occasions in the 1920^s. 
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7. JULIUS CLARK TILDEN, 

CJosiah,Stephen.Stephen,Stephen,Stephen, 

Nathaniel,Thomas,Richard) Born at Hartford, Vt, 
Sept.7,1809. Julius moved to Rochester,Vt.where be 
became clerk and partner with his older 
brother,Joseph, who had established a merchantile 
business in 1834. Julius m.Eliza M.Briggs, daughter 
of Ephriam D.Briggs of Rochester in 1836. 

ElizaCBriggs)TiIden was b.Apr.10,1814 at 
Rochester,Vt. She d. Oct.7,1861 aged 47. Julius 
C.Tilden migrated to Iowa in 1867 with his 
son,Frederick, and later settled at Ames,Iowa where 
he died Mar.23,1892. Eliza(Briggs)Ti1 den is bur.in 
the Woodlawn Cemetary at Rochester,Vt. Julius Til den 
is bur.in the Ames,la. Mun.Cemetary. 


Chi1dren: 




I. Susan Eliza, b. Oct.3,1836 at 
Rochester,Vt.m.at 
Rochester,Vt. to Omri Elverton 
Goodnow of Rochester July 
3,1860. Settled at Ames,Iowa 
d. Apr.25,1895 at Cedar 
Rapids,Iowa. Omri Goodnow, 
b.Oct.3,1836; he d. July 
29,1905 at Letcher,S.D. Two 
children, George Goodnow who 
d. Chicago,!!!, and Harry 
Goodnow who d.. Woonsocket, 

S.D. 

II. Julius Cl ark,b.Aug.1840 at 
Rochester,Vt.;d.there 
Mar.3,1842. 

III. Harvey B., b. Jan.1841 at 
Rochester,Vt; d. there 
Feb.7,1842. 

IV. George Galen, b.Nov.6.1842 at 
Rochester.Vt. He m. 

Sep.26,1867 Lydia Ann Cooper 
at Rochester,Vt. He d.at 
Ames,Iowa July 31,1892. 

Family burial lot is in 
Ames,la.Mun.Cemetery. Six 
chi1dren. 

V. Julia F., b. 1844 at Rochester, Vt. d. 

Ames, Iowa in 1901. M. Howard McLain of 
Ames,Iowa on July 10,1873. Howard McLain was 
b.JuI.9,1845; he d. Feb.20,1919 at Crawford, 
Nebraska. Two children, Willis McLain, b.Jan 
15,1880; He.d. Dec.7,1923 at Boone,Iowa, and 
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Bert McLain, a rancher of Crawford,Nebraska, 
The elder McLains and Willis McLain are 
buried at Ames,la. Mun.Cemetery. 

VI. Frederick Clark , b.Nov.16.1848 at 
Rochester .Vt . d. at Ames,Iowa Oct.10,1939. 
He. m. Nov.26,1868, Emma A1 brook at 
Manchester,la, She d. Jan 24,1923. Family 
burial lot in Ames,la. Mun.cemetary. 

VII. Abigail S., b. Rochester, Vt.Apr.28,1849 d. 
Chicago,!11 Oct.25,1920. m. Sept.20,1874, 
Edward P.Drake, b.Brystol,Vt. June 14,1847. 
He d.l900 at Hartington, Nebraska.. No 

chi1dren. 

VIII. William T., b. June 28,1851 at Rochester,Vt. 
d. there May 31,1860. 


8. GEORGE GALEN TILDEN, 

(Julius,Josiah,Stephen,Stephen,Stephen,Stephen, 
Nathaniel,Thomas,Richard) George G.Tilden was b. at 
Rochester,Vt. Nov.6,1842, the son of Julius C. and 
ElizaCBriggs)Ti1 den. He m. Sept.26,1867, Lydia Ann 
Cooper, of Rochester,Vt., the dau. of Barna and 
Mary(Emerson)Cooper,also of Rochester,Vt. She was b. 
Dec.5,1842,at Rochester. Completing his educaton in 
the Rochester school, he attended the New London 
Literary Institute of New London,N,H. Following the 
Civil war he engaged in a mercantile partnership in 
Rochester,Vt., known as Haskins,Pierce,and Til den. 

In 1869 he moved, with Lydia and their first 
chi1d,Lucian, to Ames,Iowa to enter a new business 
that became the Til den Store Company of Ames,la. He 
d. July 1,1892 at Ames. Lydia C.Tilden d. July 
22,1925, at Ames, Iowa. For George Til den's Civil War 
experience see the Civil War Letters . 

Chi1dren: 

I. Lucian Cooper, b. Rochester,Vt. Nov.15,1868. 
m.July 20,1897, Ruth Duncan, dau. of John and 
HarrietCBray)Duncan, of Ames,la. Ruth Duncan 
was b.June 13,1872; She d. 1959. Lucian 
C.Tilden, headed the Til den Store Company 
established by his father, until his 
retirement, when he became Postmaster at 
Ames. He served his community in many 
capacities,including a term as Mayor in 
1897/8. He d. Sept.15,1953. Two children: 

Clark D.Tilden, b.Apr.25,1898. He m. June 
21,1924, Dorothy McCorkindal1, b.Feb.26,1897; 
d. Apr.18,1985, of Odebolt,Ia. He d.July 
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three children, John. Robert 
and Susan (Tilden) Vaughn. The second child of 
Lucian and Ruth Tilden was Harriet (Tilden) 
McJimsey, b. June 22,1902. m.(1933) Joseph 
B.McJimsey, div.(1950) She d.Apr.26.1988, 
leaving twin sons,, George and Robert 
McJimsey. 

II. Lucy Maud, b.July 24,1871 at Ames. d. June 
10,1879.at Ames,la. 

III. Julius Galen, b.Mar.28,1874 at Ames,Iowa,. He 
m. Ina Morphy, June 26,1901 at Cherokee,la. 

She was b. Sept.16,1873 at Lewis,la. He d.May 
14,1958 at Kansas City,Mo.(Bur. at Ames) She 
d.Jan.22,1948 at Ames. One child: Lydia Tilden 
Hake. b. Ames,la.Oct. 8,1902. She d. 

Feb.7,1984. at Kansas City,Mo. She m.l924, 
Newton Hake of Kansas City,Mo. He was b. June 
27,1901 at Des Moines. He d. June 21,1985. Two 
children, Reed Galen who predeceased (W.W.II) 
his parents, and Elizabeth. 

IV. George Huntington, b.Ames,Iowa April 1876. 

He. d. Feb.21,1927 at Seatt1e,Washington. m. 
Freda Agatz of Olympia, Washington, June 
21,1911. No children. 

V. Mary Louise, b. Dec.22,1878 at Ames,la. m. 

Dec.16,1908, Harry F.Brown at Ames. He was b. 
June 16,1876. She d. Feb.22,1968. Harry 
Brown d. May 27,1967. Bur. Ames Mun.Cemetary. 
Two children: Farwell T., and Josephine Louise 
(Brown) Leffler. 

VI. Winifred Richards, b. Ames,la. Oct.8,1880. d. 
Ames,Iowa. She d. July 4,1948 at Des 
Moines,Iowa. Bu. Ames Mun.Cemetery. 


8. FREDERICK CLARK 

TILDEN,(Ju1ius,Josiah,Stephen,Stephen,Stephen, 
Stephen,Nathanie1,Thomas,Richard) 

Frederick Clark Tilden was b.Nov.16,1846 at 
Rochester,Vt. He m. Nov.26,1868, Emma Albrook of 
Delaware County,Iowa. He d.Oct.10,1939 at Ames,Iowa. 
Emma Albrook was b.Oct.2,1845, She d. Jan.24,1923 at 
Ames,Iowa. Frederick C.Tilden engaged in farming 
for a period of years north of Ames,Iowa and also 
engaged in insurance work for a time. He later 
operated a drug store in Ames in a partnereship with 
Bert McLain, a nephew. He was also part owner of 
the Tilden Grocery Store of Ames. For Frederick 
Tilden's Civil War service see the Civil War 
Letters . 

Children: (Next Page) 
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I. William Clark, b. Mar.31,1870 in Delaware 
County,Iowa. He m. Florence E.Walker, 

Mar.17,1903 at Stanwood,Iowa. He d.Jun 4,1941 
at Stanwood,la. He practiced medicine for 
many years at Stanwood,Iowa. Children: Two 
sons, Mearl Walker,b. Nov.5,1904 m.Margaret 
Siter - children: Willaim, and Steven; and 
Russel 1 Herbert - 

II. Charles G. b. at Ames,Iowa in 1871. He m. 

Grace C. Ford, dau. of Mr. and Mrs. A.S,Ford. 
April 20,1904 at Riverside,Iowa. He.d. 

Mar.17,1933 at Kalona,Iowa. Dr.Tilden was 
College Physician at Iowa State College for 14 
years (1907-1921) and then enagaged in private 
practice at Kalona until his death. One 
adopted daughter: Norma Tllden, b.Dec.13,1919, 
the dau. of Jack and Lottie Michel. (Adopted 
by the Tildens at the age of 3 mos.fol1 owing 
her mother^s death). 

III. Arminta (Minta) Albrook, b.Dec.12,1873 at 
Ames,Iowa. She m. Elbert Macy, Sept.5,1900. 

She d.July 5,1943.at Ames,Iowa. Children: 
Frederick (Ted) 0. Macy (1905-1928), and 
Margaret(Macy)Adams (1903-1969); she m. 

Clinton J.Adams - children: John F., Bruce, 8. 
Marna(Adams)StevensV 

IV. Agnes T. b.Jan.29,1877 She m. Wilbert 

W.Poole, Sept.30,1913, from whom she later 
divorced. She d.May 29,1965 One child: 
Frederick T.Poole, b. Aug.7,1914. He d. 

Mar.25,1978. He m.Jeanne Parsons. - children: 
Clarinda, and Frederick,Jr. 

VI. Julius Clark, b.Aug.6,1880 at Ames,Iowa. He. 
m. Florence Breneman, Dec.28,1908 at Ames. He 
d.Nov.15,1946 at Ames,Iowa. She was b.July 
10,1884. She d. Sept.21,1961 at Ames. 
Dr.Tilden received his Dental Degree at the U. 
of Iowa. He practiced dentistry in Ames from 
1906 to 1919 when he entered the U.S.Dental 
Corps. Following WW I he practiced dentistry 
at Charles Cuty,Ia. until 1941 when he 
returned with his wife to live in Ames. No 
chi1dren. 

VI I.Buell Albrook, b.Apr.25,1888 at Ames,la. He. 
d. Dec.28,1908 at Ames,la. 


******•)♦****************************************#******* 
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This completes the Tilden Family genealogical 
outline for the purpose of clarifying 
relationships of family members who either were 
the authors or recipients of the letters (or were 
mentioned) in this collection. It is intended to 
include those immediate family members and the 
first qgngration children of the George G, and 
Fred.C.Ti1 den families who were participants in 
some of the letters in this collection. This is 
not intended to be a complete and documented 
genea1ogy. 

Sources: 

(1) . The Ancestry of Joseph Neal by Walter 
Goodwin Davis, Portland, Maine. 1945. Found in the 
New England Historic Genealogical Society 
Library, Boston, MA. 

(2) . Tilden Family Genealogy - 1583-1896 - an 
outline of the ancestry of the Tilden Family in 
Amercia prepared by Norman F.Tilden in 1896. 

(3) . Cemetery records from the following 
cemeteries: Hartford,Vt. Center Town Cemetery; the 
Rochester Village Cemetery; the Woodlawn Cemetery 
at Rochester,Vt,; The Stockbridge Cemetery, 

Stockbridge,Vt.; the Trumbull Cemetery, Lebanon, 
Conn., and the Municipal Cemetery, Ames,Iowa. 

(4) . Tilden family files compiled and indexed by 
F.T.Brown, Ames,Iowa, that include the above 
records, wills and vital records from the State of 
Vermont Archives and Story County,Iowa Vital 
record. 

(5) , The Tilden Family bible in which the births, 
marriages, and deaths of three Tilden generations 
were recorded. Originally in the Julius C.Tilden 
fami 1y home. 

(6) , Probate Court records found in court house 
at Willimantic, Conn, esp.the Will of Stephen 
Tilden (two wills - father and son) of Lebanon, 
Conn. Also Probate records (No.4189) found in 
State Library at Hartford. 


******************************************************* 

******************************************************* 
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Cooper Family Outline History 

1. JOHN COOPER,(Deac.John.) was the son of Deacon John 
Cooper in Engand who died in England at an early 
age. John, the son, came to Amercia with his mother 
and her second husband, Deac. Gregory Stone. With 
the family were John's sister, Lydia, and his wife, 
also Lydia. John Cooper married Anna Sparhawk, who 
was also b. in England. John became a prominent 
citizen of Cambridge, MA where he served as a 
selectman (1646-90) and town clerk (1669-1681) He 
was Deacon of his church from 1668 to the day of his 
death, Aug.22,1691. 

Chi1dren: 

I. Anna, b.Nov.16,1643. She m. Aug.2,1664 to 
Edward Pearson. She d.May 8,1666. 

II. Mary, b. Sept.11,1645. She m. Aug.21,1663 to 
John Merriam and had a large family. 

III. John,, b. Apr.2,1651. He d. Aug.26,1652. 

IV. SAMUEL., b. Jan.3.1653 . He m. Dec.4,1683.4, 
Anna Hastings. 

V. John, b.Oct.3,1656. He m. Apr.28,1688. to 
Elizabeth Boardman. He d.Feb.12,1736. He had 
9 Chi1dren . 

VI. Nathaniel, b. May 2,1659. He d. Dec.19,1661. 

VII. Lydia, b. Apr.8,1662. She m. Jan.5,1687 to 
John Francis, who d. Jan.31,1728. Had ten 
Chi 1dren. 

VIII. Anna, b. Dec.26,1667.. She d. Woburn,MA in 
1712. 

2. SAMUEL COOPER, (John,John ) was b. Jan. 3,1653 in 
Cambridge, MA. He.m. Dec.4, 1682 to Hannah 
Hastings, b. Jan.9,1656, dau. of Deac. Walter and 
Sarah Hastings. Deac. Samuel Hastings inherited the 
homestead of his father. Samuel was chosen 
selectman 12 years (1704-1716). He d. Cambridge 
Jan.8,1717, aged 64. His widow d. Oct.8,1732. 

Children: (all born in Cambridge) 


I . 

II . 


I 


II. 


Hannah, b. Dec.23,1683. She m. Feb.1,1710 to 
Edmund Foot. She d. May 15,1767. 

Lydia, b. Mar.9,1685. She m. Dec.26,1706 to 
John Gove. She d. Feb.21,1753. Had 8 
chi1dren. 

Sarah, b. 1687. m. Sept.9,1714, to Ephriam 
Frost. She d. Apr.18,1740. Had 9 children. 
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IV. SAMUE L ■ —bj—Mar t—23.1689. He m. Mar. 29,1719 
to Sarah Kidder. 

V. Mary, b. b. 1691. She m. Nov.26,1723 to 
Nathaniel Goddard. 

VI. Elizabeth, b. 1693. She d. young. 

VII* Walter, b. 1695. He rn. June 7,1722 to Martha 
Goddard. 

VIII. John, b. Oct.2,1698. He m. Apr.6,1721 to 
Lydia Prentice. He d. Mar. 13,1724. 

IX. Jonathan, b. Dec.6,1707. He m.Oct.25.1732 
to Sarah Prentice. He d. 1766. Had 7 

chi1dren. 

3. Deac.SAMUEL COOPER,(Deac.Samue1,Deac.John,John) was 
b. Cambridge,MA in 1689. He m. Sarah Kidder, 

Mar.29,1719. The dau.of Samuel and Sarah 

(Griggs)Kidder, she was b. Cambridge,MA, in 1690. 

He inherited the homestead of his father and 
grandfather, which he sold Apr.14,1730 to Ebenezer 
Frost, and removed to Grafton,MA. There he became a 
member, Dec.28,1731, of the first church formed 
there. On the 21st of January 1732 he and Jame 
Whipple became the first Deacons of the First 
Church. He served as Moderator in 1735,1738,1740. 

He served on the school committee in 1738 and was 
town clerk in 1739. He paid Deac.Samuel Cooper 3 
lbs 4 sh for keeping school in Grafton Roads. 

Chi1dren: 

I. Nathaniel, b. July 21,1720. 

II. Samuel, b. Oct.14,1721. He and his 

bro,.Nathaniel served Grafton in the French 
and Indian Wars. <1757) 

III. Joseph, b. Oct.26,1723. 

IV. JOHN b. Mar.4.1725 ; m.Mar.15,1748, Mary 
Sherman. Graf ton.Mass. 

V. Sarah, b. Jan.8,1727. She m. Apr.1759 to 
Thomas Holman of Sutton. 

4. Deac.JOHN COOPER,CSamue1,Samue1,John,John) was b. 
Mar.4,1725, in Cambridge,MA. Moved to Grafton with 
his parents in 1730. He.m. Mar.15,1748, to Mary 
Sherman (cousin of celebrated Roger Sherman). She 
was b. in Grafton Dec.9,1726, the dau.of Nathaniel 
and Mary Sherman. They resided in Hardwick, MA 
until 1769. They moved than to Cornish and to 
Croyden with 8 children. There they settled on a 
farm that remained in the Cooper Family for several 
generations. He and Moses Whipple were chosen 
Deacons of the first church formed in Croyden in 
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1783. Moderator seven times, he was town treasurer 
inl773, tithing man in 1773 and 1781. Town Clerk 
for seven years, he was also selectman for nine 
years. He was a Deacon for 20 years, assessor for 10 
and often school master. Mary, his wife d. 

Sept.4,1796. He d. Aug.10,1805. Children were all 
b. in Croyden. 


Chi1dren: 


I. 

II . 

III. 

IV. 

V. 

VI . 

VII. 

VIII 

IX. 

X. 


Sarah, b.Feb.18,1749. She d. June 8,1767, 
unmarried. 

Nathaniel, b. Nov.8,1751. He m. and settled 
in Walpole. 

Mary, b. July,26,1753. She d. in Cornish in 


1769. 

John, b, June 16,1755. m. 1st Lois_ and 

2nd Lydia Dodge. 

Joel, b. Apr.3,1757. He m. May 25,1782 to 
Jedediah Scovel. 

Hu Ida, b. May 1,1759. She m. Dec. 1775 to 
James Hall. 

Sherman, b. Apr.3,1751. He m. June 1,1783 to 
Mary Powers. 

.Matilda, b. Apr.16,1762. She m. Nov.4,1784 
to Aaron Whipple. 

BARNABUS. b. July 28.1764 . He m. 1st to Mary 
Sanger, m. 2nd, Lydia Powers. Moved to 
Rochester, Vt in 1807,. 

Ch1oe, b. Dec.20,1766. She m. Dec. 9,1784 

to Samuel Powers. 


5. BARNABUS COOPER,(John,Samue1,Samue1,John,John). 

Barnabus Cooper was b. July 28,1764 at Hardwick,MA. 
He moved to Croyden with his parents in 1770. He m. 
Oct.5,1786 to Mary Sanger, dau. of Isaac Sanger of 
Croyden. She d, Jan.11,1805, aged 36 years. He m. 
2nd to Lydia Powers, b. Apr.7,1778 at Croyden, dau. 
of John and Lydia Powers. He resided here until 
1807 when he removed to Rochester,Vt. where he d. 
Feb.13,1813. He was tax collector in Croyden in 
1802/3, selectman in 1804. Children were b. in 
Croyden. 


Chi1dren: 

I. Lois Sanger, b.Aug.21,1787. She m. 

Feb.1,1807 to Peter Powers of Croyden. 

II. Silas, b. Jan.22,1790. He m.Rosalinda 
Hubbard. Had children b, in Croyden. Left 
Croyden in 1822 for Rochester,Vt. One of 
their sons was Alanson L.Cooper. 
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Ill, Asdph, b•Ju1y 28,1792* He m. Hdd children in 
Croyden. <No record) Left Croyden in 1829. 

IV* Isaac, b* Sept * 16,1794* He m* July 25,1819. 

V. Phineas Sanger, b* Sept.12,1796. Went to 
Rochester,Vt He*m* May 1,1819, Harriet 
Foster, dau* of MaJ.Rufus Foster. He d. 
Aug*24,1877; she d.Nov.27,1883* They lived 9 
and 13 years respectfully after celebrating 
their Golden Wedding, May 1,1869 at 
Rochester,Vt. Children: Maria, b. June 
2,1820* M* Oren Harvey Dec * 4,1850 **d* 1851* 
Mary, b* Feb*17,1822* d* 1823* Phineas L. b. 
June 3,1824* Marvelle W* b* May 24,1826* 
Mary, b.Dec*22,1830 * She m* Sept 27,1854 to 
Reuben Morris* She d* Apr 8,1878. 2 
children. Geo.Phineas and Wilson Cooper. 
Hiram, b* Jan*13,1832, d* June 23,1879* 

Julia E* b.Feb 22,1835* She m*Oct * 16,1862 to 
Christopher A.Webber* Had 3 children: 

Evelyn, Marvelle Christopher, and Phineas 
Lafayette * 

VI. Ira, b. July 25,1798* Went to Rochester,Vt* 

VII. Susan, b* July 17,1800* She d* Nov.17,1800. 

VIII. Susan W, b. Nov.20,1801. She d. Oct.21,1824 
in Croyden,MA* 

IX. Alanson L. b. Oct.16,1804. He d* June 22, 
1841* Buried Village Cemetery at 
Rochester,Vt* (Interesting Epitaph) 

X* BARNABUS (Barna). b* Sept *29* 1806. Went to 

Rochester* Vt* with his parents the following 

_ He_nL. MARY ANN EMERSON* Mar.14* 1842 

at Rochester.Vt* SEE EMERSON FAMILY OUTLINE 

HISTORY . Their daughter, Lydia Ann Cooper, 
married George G.Tilden in 1867. Also SEE 
TILDEN FAMILY OUTLINE HISTORY. 
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#********^*#****#****#**###***^****^***^*******^******** 


This completes the Cooper Family History Outline. 

It is intended to provide information on the 
origins of the family in this country. Some of the 
detail that will assist in identifying indiviuals 
involved in Cooper letters in this collection is 
included. 

Sources:. 

(1) . A primary source for the Cooper Family has 
been a compilation prepared at the time of the 
Croyden, N.H.. Centennial by Alonzo Allen, Town 
Clerk of Croyden. See letter dated Dec.27,1930 
by Marvelle Webber, of Rut 1 and,Vt.to Mrs. Harry 

F.Brown of Ames,la.now in the files of the present 
compi1er. 

(2) . Cemetery records in the Village Cemetery and 
in the Woodlawn Cemetery in Rochester,Vermont. 

C3). The History of Rochester,Vt. published in 

1976. 

(4). Probate records, Barnabus Cooper, 

Woodstock,Vt. Court House. See Probate Vol. 5, 
pg(,54 - names widow and children. CBarnabus No. 5 
above.) 

******************************************************* 

******************************************************* 


Emerson Family Outline History 

1. JOSEPH EMERSON, (Thomas) was born in England about 
1620. He d. Concord, Mass. Bay Col Jan.3,1680. He 
m. 1646(?) Elizabeth Woodmansey. Resided York, 
Me., Ipswich, Mass., and Milton, Mass. He m. 2nd, 
in 1666, Elizabeth Bulkeley. Joseph Emerson was a 
Puritan Clergyman. 

Chi1dren: 

I. Joseph 

II. JAMES 

III. Lucyan b.Oct.2,1667. d. 1740; m. May 1663 to 
Thomas Damon of 

Reading,Mass. 
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IV. Ectward, b.26 Apr, 1670; d. May 9,1745. m, Jan 
27,1697, Rev^ecca Waldo, res. Chelmsford, 
Newberryport and Boston, Mass. (Ralph w^irin 
Emfi-cson was, their descendant) 

V. Peter, b 1673; m, Anna Brown; lived 
Reading,Mass. 

VI. Ebenezer, b. _d. 1751; m.lst Bethia 

Parker; 2nd Mary Boutwell, Res. 

Reading,Mass. 

VII. Daniel, b._^m. May 19,1700, Jane 

Armitage. Res. Boston. 


2. JAMES EMERSON, ( Joseph, Thomas) was b. Wei Is,Me, 

and d.Mendon, Mass in 1756.. He m. Sarah_. 

Resided Ipswich, Mass. He was a tailor and farmer 

Chi 1dren: 

I. Elizabeth, b. Mar.6,1687; d. 1760. m. 1708 to 

Joseph Taft. Res. Uxbridge, Mass. 

II. Sarah, m. Nov.4,1700, Daniel Hall. Res. 
Sherborn. 

III. James, b. Mar.13,1692; d. after 1747; 

m.Feb.21,1722, Sarah Lock. Res.Uxbridge. 

IV. JOHN. b. Jan.9.1694 ; d. 1780; 
m.Nov.23,1721, to Mary Rice. 

V. Joseph, b. Dec,18, 1696; d. 1745. Res. 
Reading and Falmouth. 

VI. Ebenezer, b, 1698; d. after 1747; m. 
Elizabeth Walcott. Res.Att1eboro. 

VII. Nathaniel, b. Aug.19,1701; 

m.Joanna_.Res, Mendon. 


3. JOHN EMERSON, (James,Joseph,Thomas) was 

b.Ipswich,Mass. June 9,1694. He d. Uxbridge,Mass, 
1780. He m. Nov.23,1721, Mary Rice of Reading,Mass. 
The resided Menden and Uxbridge. He was a 
blacksmith, surveyor and landholder. 

Chi1dren: 

I. John, b. Sept,6,1722 M. Feb.27 1745 to Mary 
Wood. Res. Uxbridge. 

II. THOMAS, b. Feb.2.1725 > d. Oct.13,1796, m. 

Nov.25,1748 to Abigail Marsh. Res. 
Uxbridge, Mass. 

III. Mary, Sep.17,1730; d. early. 

IV. Luke, Oct.14,1733, m. Apr.30,1755 to Ruth 
Emerson. Res, Rochester,Vt. He. d. 1744. 
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V. Ezekiel, b. Feb.14,1735; d. Nov.9,1815; m. 
Mar.27,1760 to Catherine Dorr. Res. 
Georgetown Me. 

VI. Sarah, b. Jan.14,1740; m. Jan 1,1763, Thomas 
Sabin and 2nd Nov.29,1764, John Haskins. 

Res. Providence,R.I. 

VII. Phoebe, Aug.17,1743; M. Dec.1,1759, John 
Hurl but. Res. Uxbridge, Mass. 

VIII. Hannah, b. Mar.29,1747; m. Oct.29,1767, 
Mathew Darling. Res. Menden, Mass. 

IX. James, b._mentioned in father^s will 

dated in 1768. 


4. THOMAS EMERSON, (John,James,Joseph.Thomas) was 

b.Feb.2,1725 at Uxbridge,Mass. He. m. Nov.25,1748 to 
Abigail Marsh of Uxbridge. She was b.l720 and d. 
June 21,1804. 

Chi1dren: 

I. Asa, b. Aug.19,1749; d.Feb.10,1822; 
m.Oct.25,1781 to Eunice Foster. Res. 

Barnard,Vt.and Morgan County,Ohio. 

II. Esther, June.14,1751;d. Oct.13,1796; m. 

Feb.27,1772, Stephen Partridge.. Res. 

Uxbridge.Mass. 

III. Daniel,Apr.5,1753; d, Oct.1822; m.Apr.6,1772, 
Judith Gavett. Res. Sutton,Mass. 

IV. ENOCH, b. Feb.26.1755 ; d. June 21,1804; m. 
Eunice Dana. Res. Rochester, Vt. 

V. Mary, b. Feb.24,1757; d. 1820; m. 

Dec.25,1788, Gideon Morse. Res. 

Uxbridge,Mass. 

VI. Phoebe, b. Nov.14,1759. 

VII. Eunice, b. Sep. 9,1761; d. 1786. 

VIII. John, b. Oct.4,1763. 

IX. Abigail, b. Apr.25,1766; d. Sep.15,1804. 


5. ENOCH EMERSON, (Thomas,John,James,Joseph,Thomas) was 
b. Feb.26,1755 at Uxbridge,Mass. He d. 

Rochester,Vt. May 15, 1835. m. Eunice Dana, she d. 
May 22,1822. Res. Rochester,Vt. A Pioneer farmer 
in Rochester. Was representative in State 
Legislature about 22 years. In 1801 was member of 
Bennington convention which ratified the 
Us.Constitution. He was one of four who cast 
dissenting votes. Their reason: Thought Vermont 
should retain its independence until the Union had 
proven workable. Enoch was a Rev. War Veteran. (See: 











Veterans Serving in Mass. Militia, or N.H. Rev.War 
Pension Papers Vol.II pg. 250) Enoch^s Will, 
written Nov. 2,1833 - probated July 1,1835 (Prob. 
Ct. at Woodstock,Vt.) names his then surviving 
chi1dren. 

Chi1dren: 

I. Enoch, Apr.15,1791. He d. Dec.8,1817. 

II- LYMAN. Oct.15.1792; m. 1st Dec.1,1814, Anna 
Warren; m. 2nd Mar.27,1827, Olive Warren. 
He. d. Dec.4,1868 at Rochester,Vt. 

III. Eunice, b. Apr.3,1794; d. Oct.25,1868. 

IV. Stillman, b. Apr.28,1796; d. Nov.21,1875. 

V. Achsa, b. Feb.23,1799; d. Nov.4,1861. 

VII. Asa, b.Apr.8,1801. (He is mentioned in 
Enoch's .1833 Will.) 

VIII. Ezekiel, b.Feb.11,1803; d. Nov.4,1871. 

IX. Orpha, b. Apr.12,1807; d. Aor.12,1855. 



6. LYMAN EMERSON, (Enoch, Thomas,James, Joseph,Thomas) 
was b. Oct.15,1792 at Rochester, Vt. He d. 
atvRochester, Dec.4,1868. He m. 1st,Dec.1,1814, to 
Anna Warren, dau. of David and Anna Warren of 
Hardwick, Mass. She was b.Sept.6,1793 and d, 

Jan.6,1826. Lyman m. 2nd, Mar.27,1827, Olive 
Warren, sister of his first wife. She was b. 

Dec.4,1805 at Rochester. She d. Apr.10,1887. The 
Lyman Emerson family farmed in Rochester. He rep. 
Rochester in the State Legislature five years 
starting in 1825. 

Chi1dren: 

I. Lyman, b. May 28,1816; d. Mar. 17,1897. Lived 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin. 
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II. MARY ANN, b.AuQ.6.1820 ; d. Nov.3,1851 at 
Rochester, m. Mar.14,1842 to Barna Cooper. 
One daughter t Lvdia Ann, who m.Geo .G.Ti1 den 

‘ in 1867. Moved to Ames la. 1869. 

III. David Warren, Sept.13,1822; m. 1854 to Sarah 
Tasker. Resided in Racine, Wise. (His will 
dr. May 29,1895.) 

. IV. Louisa, b.June 20,1828; m. Oct.14,1868 to D. 

Eaton Martin. Her will dr. Aug.28,1897. 

V. Ezekiel, b. Sep.14,1830. 

VI. Anna, b.Dec.6,1832; m. Aug.10,1885 to 
Frederick D.Ely. Lived Dedham, Mass. 

‘ VII. Lucy Jane, b. Aor.26,1835; d. Jul. 10,1857. 

VIII. Enoch Dana, b. Apr.18,1857' m. Sept.26,1876 
to Abigail Leonard. 

IX. Olive Jane, b. Jan.3,1841; m/Oct.16,1876 to 

C Horatio Morrow. Lived W.Newton,Mass. The 

Morrows were Missionaries/Teachers in Burma 
for years. Her will dr.Sept.20,1927 at 
Rochester,Vt. 

X. Eunice Elizabeth, b. Dec.14,1843; d. May 

^ 22,1907. 

XI. Ellen Maria, b. May 1, 1845; d. Aug.27,1846. 

XII. Edna Francella, b. Aug. 27,1847; m. May 
1,1874 to William F.Chase. 2 Children, 

< William Chase (1879-1969, and Ernest 

W.Chase(1875-1945). 



1 ' 
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MARY ANN EMERSON 


C Lyman , Enoch , Thomas, Jamss, Jospsh , Thomsis) was b. 

Rochast©r,Vt• AuQust 6^1820; m* Barna Coop©r, Mar 
14,1842, son of Barnabus and Lydia(Powers)Cooper of 
Rochester. Barna was a farmer. They lived on a 
mountain farm located east of Rochester Village. 

He was a rep.in the State Legislature in 1841/2. 
Mary Ann d. Nov.3,1851. Barna d. May 30,1867. SEE 
CQ.QPER FAMILY OUTLINE - No .5 - Barnabus Cooper . 


Child: 


(See Pages 206/7) 


I. LYDIA ANN, b. Dec.5,1842, at Rochester,Vt. 

She m. Sept.26,1867 to George G.Tilden also 
of Rochester,Vt. She was educated in the 
Rochester schools, she graduated (1865) from 
the Barre,Vt.Academy and from Mt.Hoi yoke 
College, at S. Hadley.Mass.in 1866. After 
teaching in a girls academy in Keosauqua,Iowa 
she returned to Rochester where she m. 

Sept.26,1867, George G.Tilden, also of 
Rochester. In 1869 moved to Ames,Iowa with 
their first child, Lucien Cooper Tilden. 

******************************************************* 


Sources for Emerson Outline: 

(1) . The Ipswich Emersons A.D. 1836-1900. by 

Benjamin Kendall Emerson. 

(2) . Cemetery Stones in Rochester,Vermont Village 

and Woodlawn Cemeteries. 

(3) . Will of Enoch Emerson - Woodstock, Vt. 

Probate Court. 

(4) . Tilden Family papers. (F.T.Brown Files) £Q 

NOW TO TILDEN OUTLINE NO. 8 - Georgs 
gtT i. l..d£ii> 
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Briggs Family Outline History 


1. CLEMENT BRIGGS, lived in Southwark, England, 

Probably b, about 1600, he came to New England on the 
Fortune landing at Plymouth Nov.9,1621. He d. at 
Weymouth before Oct. 24,1650. He m. 1st Joan Allen of 
Dorchester - m, 2nd El izabeth_. 

Chi1dren: 

I. Thomas, b. June 145,1633 at Weymouth,Mass. 
Live Taunton,Mass. 

II. JONATHAN, b. June 14.1735 . at Weymouth. 

III. David, Aug.26,1640; m. Mary Barber Oct 
26,1676; d. ca 1685. 

IV. Clement, Jan 1,1643 d. 1669 at Weymouth. 

V. John, settled Halifax,Mass. 

VI. Remond or Remember, d. ca 1696 at Taunton. 

2. JOMATHAN BRIGGS, (Clement) was b June 14,1735 at 

Weymouth , Mass; m. Experience_; He d. ca. 

1688 or 1689 at Taunton. 


Chi1dren: 

I. Jonathan, b. Mar 15,1668; m/ 1689; lived 
Taunton. 

II. David, b. Dec.6,1669 at Taunton; d. Mar. 
6,1756. 

III. John, d. Mar.18,1764. 

IV. THOMAS, b. Mar.1680 . 

V. Amos, 

VI Benjamin, Will proven 1744. 

VII. Ebenezer, Will proven 1726, 

VI11 .Nathaniel , m. _Merrick. 

IX. Hopestill, m. _Harvey. 


3. THOMIAS BRIGGS, (Jonathan,Cl ement) was b, March 1680 
prob. at Berke1ey,Mass. m. 1st Keturrah Hatch of 
Scituate; m. 2nd Sarah Read of Dighton,Mass. d. 
June 13,1767 at Dighton. 

Chi1dren: 

I. Seth, m. Ann Whitmarsh Sept.22,1726. Lived 
Berkely or Dighton, 

II. JONATHAN. b. Oct.28.1707 . 
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Illf Hannah, o. 1710i m. _Baker.i d. Auq. 

29,1738 at Di ghton.Mass. 

IV, Keturrah, m, _Goff. 


4. JONATHAN BRIGGS, (Thomas,Jonathan ,Clement) was 

b.Oct.28,1707; m. Tabitha Crane, Feb.20,1729. He 
d. Dec.9,1772. 

Chi1dren: 

I. ELIJAH, b. Sept.2.1730. 

II. Ezra, b. Feb.15,1733; d. Nov.13,1824. 

III. Keturrah, b. May 26,1735; m. Ambrose 
Cleveland; d. Oct.14,1784. 

IV. Deborah, b. Jan.25,1738 d. Nov.18,1742. 

V. Lois, b. Apr.30,1741; m._Edmister; d. 

Jan. 18,1783. 

VI. Cephas, b. Aug.26,1742; sailed for West 
Indies in 1771 and never returned. 

VII. Deborah, b. Jan. 10,1745; m._Hatch; d. 

Mar.23,1777. 

VIII. Desire, b. Jan 25,1750. 

IX. Amittal, b. June 13,1753. 

X. Eunice, b. Jan.28,1756; d. June 24,1757. 


5. ELIJAH BRIGGS, (Jonathan,Thomas,Jonathan,Clement) 
was b. Sept.2,1730. He m. Jemima Dean, Feb.12,1756, 
Freetown, Mass. He d. May 10,1795. Lived 
Berkely,Mass. Mass. Rev, War Records show Elijah 
Briggs as a Private in Capt.James Nicholas Co. - 
Col. John Daggget's regiment - served three months. 
Also enlisted in Capt. Daniel Drake's Co. - Col. 

Luke Drury's regiment - served three months, 
fourteen days. 

Chi1dren: 

I. EPHRAIM, b. June 30.1756 at Taunton,Mass.. m. 
Rhoda Whitcomb Mar. 1-9,1780 at Barnard,Vt. 

He. d. Barnard,Vt. Aug.10,1810. 

II. Sylvia, b. Dec.19,1758. m. David Allen of 
Woodstock,Vt. 

III. Eliphal, b. July 28,1767. m. Uriah Carpenter 
of Ashford, Conn. 
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6. EPHRAIM BRIGGS, 

<Elijah,Jonathan,Thomas,Jonathan,Clement) was b. 
June 39,1756 at Taunton,Mass. m. Mar.19,1780, Rhoda 
Whitcomb at Barnard,Vt. He d. Aug.10,1829 at 
Barnard,Vt. Rev. War records show he enlisted May 
2,1775 in Capt. Oliver Soper^s co.- Col. Timothy 
Walker^s regiment from Taunton,Mass. Served 3 mos. 
6 days - enlisted 2nd in Capt. Joshua Wilbore's co, 
- Col.John Hathaway^s regiment in Rhode Islenad. 
Enlisted 3rd in Capt.Ebenezer Deanes Co. - Col. 
Thos.Carpenter^s regiment. He also served inthe War 
of 1812 in Col.J.Wi11iam^s regiment on detached 
service from Dec.1812 till May 1814 prob.in 
PIattsburg,N.Y.Vampaign. 

• 

Chi1dren: 


I. 

II . 

III. 

IV. 

V. 


Benjamin, b. July 6,1780 at Barnard,Vt. m. 
Susannah Crowell, Nov. 20, 1800 at Barnard. 
Moved to Norwich, Huron Co., Ohio. d. 

Aug.21,1842 at Norwich, Ohio. 

EPHRAIM DEAN, b. Dec.31.1782 at Barnard, Vt. 
Asa Barnard, b. Jan.18,1885 at Barnard,Vt. m. 
Jane Winslow. Moved to Pierpont, N.Y. Was 
Private in Capt. Phelp's Co. - Col. 

J.Wi 11 iamb's regiment, Vermont Militia, War of 
1812. 

Joanna, b. Mar.13,1787 at Barnard. 

MaJ.Lemuel Richmond Feb. 24,1805 at 
Barnard,Vt. 

Rhoda, b Nov.1793 at Barnard, m. John Caryl 
at Barnard, d. Apr.23,1817 at Stockbridge, 

Vt. 


Re 


f 



erence: National Archives: Microcopy #804 - 

Roll # 336 - Bureau of Pensions. Shows 
Ephraim Brigg^s pension application with 
portion of War record, marriage and death 
dates. Also: Barnard Vt. Cemetery Stone for 
Ephraim Briggs. 
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EPHRAIM DEAN BRIGGS. 

C Ephr dim»£1iJ ah•Jonathan »Thomas•Jonathan•Cl6m©n t) 
was b. Dec.31•1782 at Barnard^Vt. He. m. Eliza 
Hodgkins of Rochester•Vt. Oct.4^1810. She d. at 
Rochester•Vt. May i^l867. He. d. at Rochester.Vt. 
July 27,1868. Ephriaon Dean Briggs engaged in 
merchantile business and had extensive interests in 
area enterprise. He was a side Judge in Windsor 
County. 

Chi1dren: 

I. Harvey D. • d. Aug.25,1822 at age 5 yrs. 

II. Jane. b. Sept.13.1812. d. Jan.29,1879 at 
Rochester. She m.July 17,1834 1st Samuel 
T.Buell; he d. Aug.28,1848. m. 2nd to Josiah 
Colony of Keene,N.H. Child of 1st. m.: Samuel 
Buell b. May 4,1838; d. Meehanicsvi11e,Iowa 
Apr.26,1913. He.m. Della H.Childs, 

Oct.19,1869. Their Children: Samue1 

K. Bue11 .who lived Independence,la. d. 

Nov.23,1962 - he m.lstJulia Druet, 

C1882-1919) and 2nd, Mabel Russell 
(1876-1945) Child: Samuel Druet,(1908-1941); 
and Harr is C.Bue11 b.JulylO,1879, lived 
Lonetree,Ia. He.d.Feb.13,1972 at Lonetree. 
He.m.Lizzie G.Stoffel(1884-1962); their 
children: Louise Buell (Werts) Red Oak,la.; 
Della Buell (Pierce) of PIeasantvi11e,la. and 
Harris C.Bue11 of Berwyn,Ill. 

III. ELIZA M.. b. 1814 d. Oct.7,1861 (age 47) at 
Rochester,Vt. She m. Julius C.Tilden at 
Rochester,Vt. in 1836. SEE TILDEN GENEALOGY 
OUTLINE. No..7 - Julius C.Tilden - Page 199. 

IV. Tryphenah, d. Aug.29,1822 at age 2 yrs. 

V. Caroline R., b June 24,1822 at Rochester,Vt. 
m. Chester Pierce. She d. Mar 1,1869. 

Chester Pierce was b. Oct.5,1819; he d. 

Oct.5,1896. Chester m. 2nd Ellen Ashley 
(1843-1934). Chester Pierce'^s son by his 1st 
marriage was Edward Pierce (1843-1914) Edward 

L. Pierce m., Oct 24,1871, Julia Ashley (1841- 
1925) (Julia and Ellen were sisters). 

Edward L.Piercers son, Leslie Dean Pierce 
(1876-1947) m. Grace McGraw. They have two 
grandchildren (son and daughter of Leslie 
Pierce,Jr.) living in Rochester,Vt. 

today(1989). 

VI. Minerva, m. George Lyman, of Hart ford,Vt., 
son of Elias Lyman. Settled in Rochester,Vt. 
Minerva and George Lyman^s son, Elias went 
west to Kankakee,111inoi3 after the Civil 
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War. (See 1^69 Til den Letters)._ft lap Sce 

Appendix B. Re;Roch e3ter Men. 

VI* Ephraim D. b. 1832. d. Aug.22,1834. 

VII. Josephine, b. July 25,1836; d. Sept.10,1914. 
She m. Albert Clarke - (1840-1910). 2 

children: Albert Briggs (1867-1867) and Josie 
Caroline ( 1869-1879) 

Sources: 


(1) . History of Barnard, Vermont. 1928 - State 

Historical Dept. 

(2) . Notes from Briggs Family Reunion held at 

Barnard,Vermont - Sept. 1909 - Vermont 
Historical Society Library, Montpelier, Vt. 

(929.2/B768bm-1909) 

(3) . Cemetery Stones in Barnard,Vt. and in 

Rochester,Vt.(Woodlawn) Cemeteries. 

(4) . Vital Records,in State Archives, Montpelier, 

Vt. and In Town Records, Rochester,Vt. 

(5) . Rochester, Vermont - Its History 1780-1975. 

(6) . Buell Family records - provided by 

Louise(Bue11)Werts of Red Oak,Iowa. 
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I LOC3LJE: 

What better can provide a suitable Epilogue than another letter? This lett-pr 
was written 11 n 1947 by Kate Tilden, daughter of George W.Tilden! a brother of 
Jul lus C.Ti Iden, (See page 198) It was Julius who came to Ames,Iowa with his 

TJlt M H . 1867/69. Kate, age 92, is writing from 
Keene,N.H.to her (Second) Cousin, Mary (Tilden) Brown in Ames,Iowa. This 

letter is added to this collection since it demonstrates the strength of 
family ties over the several generations. Letter writing was a factor in 
maintaining those ties. It also tells of the admiration that many members of 
the Tilden and Emerson families had for their famous, though rather distant 
relative, Ralph Waldo Emerson, who was the subject of the sulhouette plaque 
that Kate was sending to her cousin. (See Page 209) 


My Dear Cousin Mary Brown: 


Keene,, New Hampshire 

Desember 15,1947. 


I am sending you by the same mail a silhouette (Ralph Waldo Emerson) which our 
Hatch cousins gave to my sister Laura after the death of Aunt Caroline Tilden 
Hatch. (See Letter No.12 - pg.92), and I am writing you nearly as I remember 
what Laura related to me of (a) story they told her. 

It is the story of Josiah Tilden (b. Feb.13,1795 who died Aug. 1820) (He was) 
an older half brother of your grandfather and of my father. He was one of the 
early graduates of Dartmouth College and after he graduated he went south (I 
think to (^arleston,S.C.) as a tutor of a southeran gentleman. One of the 
dreadful fever epidemics came, that from time to time menaced the coast, and 
the father took his family into the country for safety but felt that he 
himself must return to the city for a brief stay to look after his property. 
When he had gone, the young tutor was the only man left in the family - and 
when the father did not come back to them at the expected time - Josiah 
thought he ought to go to see what had happened. He found the man sick with 
the fever and took care of him until he recovered. But he was then himself 
stricken and died. 


Laura thought a good deal of the silhouette and kept it on the living room 
mantel piece, and it occurred to me that perhaps someone in your line might be 
interested to preserve it. 

With all best wishes for the Christmas Season to you and yours I am 

Sincerely yours. 

(Kate L.Ti1 den) 

Note: Kate Tilden died in 1960, at Keene, N.H., in her 105th year. 

(Photo of Wedgewood with cameo relief shown on page 153.) 
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Cooper,Mary(Emerson) 

115 
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Cooper,Barna 

Cooper,Lydia Ann 
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1862 
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27 

Cooper,Barna 

Cooper,Lydia Ann 
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1862 

Aug 

31 

Cooper,Barna 

Cooper,Lydia Ann 

140 

1862 

Dec 
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Cooper,Barna 

Cooper,Lydia Ann 

141 

1862 

Ju 1 

27 

Cooper,Barna 

Cooper,Lydia Ann 
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1863 

Jan 

24 

Cooper,Barna 

Cooper,Lydia Ann 

142 

1863 

May 

14 

Cooper,Barna 

Cooper,Lydia Ann 
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1865 

Nov 

13 

Cooper,Barna 

Cooper,Lydia Ann 

148 

1865 

Nov 

5 

Cooper,Barna 

Cooper,Lydia Ann 

147 

1866 

Feb 

25 

Cooper,Barna 

Cooper,Lydia Ann 
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1866 

Jan 

25 

Cooper,Barna 

Cooper Lydia Ann 
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1866 

Jan 

6 

Cooper,Barna 

Cooper,Lydia Ann 

149 

1866 

Ju 1 y 

12 

Cooper Barna 

Cooper,Lydia Ann 

159 

1866 

Ju 1 y 
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Cooper,Barna 

Cooper,Lydia Ann 

160 

1866 

Ju 1 y 
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Cooper,Barna 

Cooper,Lydia Ann 

156 

1866 

Ju 1 y 

4 

Cooper,Barna 

Cooper,Layda Ann 

158 

1866 

Mar 

28 

Cooper,Barna 

Cooper,Lydia Ann 

155 

1862 

Sep 

30 

Cooper,Isaac 

Powers,Lois(Cooper) 

129 

1863 

Jun 

27 

Cooper,M.W. 

Cooper,Barna 

134 

1867 

Jun 

27 

Cooper,M.W. 

Cooper,Barna 

134 

1853 

Apr 

1 

Cooper,W.W. 

Cooper,Barna 

124 

1850 

Feb 

6 

Cooper,Wi11iam M. 

Cooper,Barna 

122 

1848 

Aug 

22 

Emerson,David 

Cooper,Mary(Emerson) 

no 

1850 

June 

13 

Emerson,David 

Cooper,Mary(Emerson) 

113 

1846 

Oct 

6 

Emerson,David 

Cooper,Mary(Emerson) 

105 

1850 

June 

11 

Emerson,Louisa 

Cooper,Mary(Emerson) 

112 

1839 

Oct 

21 

Emerson,Sti1Iman J. 

Emerson,Mary(Emerson) 

97 

1860 

Apr 

20 

Emerson,Thomas 

Cooper,Barna 

125 

1867 

Ju 1 y 

3 

Goodnow,Susan(Ti1 den) 

Ti1 den,Fred C. 

78 

1868 

Jun 

2 

Goodnow,Susan(Til den) 

Ti1 den,Fred C. 

86 

1840 

Nov 

1 

Gree1ey,Jane 

Emerson,Mary Ann 

98 

1890 

Aug 

7 

Hatch,Caroline(Ti1 den ) Goodnow,Susan(Ti1 den ) 

92 

1867 

Jan 

5 

Hubbard,John P. 

Cooper,Barna 

133 

1869 

Feb 

15 

Huntington,Henry 

Ti1 den,George G. 

4 

1869 

Jan 

28 

Hunt 1 ngton,Henry 

Ti1 den,George G. 

2 

1845 

Mar 

20 

Morris,Ellen(Emerson) 

Cooper,Mary(Emerson ) 

101 

1846 

Jan 

25 

Morris,Ellen(Emerson) 

Cooper,Mary(Emerson ) 

103 

1848 

Jan 

30 

Morris,Ellen(Emerson) 

Cooper,Mary(Emerson ) 

108 

1924 

Nov 

16 

Pierce,Julia (Ashley) 

Ti1 den,Frederick C. 

94 

1861 

Aug 

5 

Powers,Lois(Cooper ) 

Cooper,Barna 

126 

1862 

Oct 

17 

Powers,Lois(Cooper ) 

Cooper,Barna 

127 

1863 

Jun 

10 

Powers,Lois(Cooper ) 

Cooper,Barna 

131 

1845 

Oct 

19 

Powers,Wi11iam 

Cooper,Barna 

119 

1850 

Dec 

21 

Powers,Wi11iam 

Cooper,Mary(Emerson ) 

116 

1869 

Jun 

17 

Rogers,J.B. 

Ti1 den,George G. 

31 

1859 

Feb 

21 

Tilden,Eliza (Briggs) 

Ti1 den,George G. 

37 
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1859 

Feb 

27 

Ti 

1 den,Eliza ' 

C Br1ggs) 

Ti1 den,George 

G» 


38 

1859 

Mar 

12 

Ti 

1 den,Eliza ' 

C Briggs) 

Ti1 den,George 

G» 


42 

1869 

May 

28 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G 

Ti1 den,Lydia 

c. 


20 

1862 

Nov 

22 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Ti1 den,Frederick 

c. 

50 

1862 

Oct 

18 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Ti1 den,Freder 1 c C 


48 

1862 

Oct 

30 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G • 

Ti1 den,Frederick 

c. 

49 

1863 

Apr 

5 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Ti1 den,Frederick 

c. 

52 

1863 

Aug 

28 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Ti1 den,Frederick 

c. 

55 

1863 

Feb 

18 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Ti1 den,Frederick 

c. 

51 

1863 

May 

22 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G • 

Ti1 den,Frederick 

c. 

53 

1863 

May 

8 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G • 

Ti1 den,Ju1ius 

i c. 


53 

1864 

Apr 

27 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Cooper,Lydia 

Ann 


58 

1864 

Aug 

25 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Cooper,Lydia 

Ann 


61 

1864 

Dec 

1 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G • 

Cooper,Lydia 

Ann 


63 

1864 

Feib 

4 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Cooper,Lydia 

Ann 


56 

1864 

Ju 1 y 

2 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Cooper,Lydia 

Ann 


60 

1864 

Ju.n 

6 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Cooper,Lydia 

Ann 


59 

1864 

Mar 

19 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Cooper,Lydia 

Ann 


57 

1865 

Feb 

5 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Cooper,Lydia 

Ann 


64 

1865 

Jul 

1 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Cooper.Lydia 

Ann 


68 

1865 

Ju 1 y 

14 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G • 

Ti1 den,Frederick 

c. 

69 

1865 

Mar 

26 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Cooper,Lydia 

Ann 


65 

1865 

May 

3 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Cooper,Lydia 

Ann 


66 

1866 

May 

22 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Cooper,Lydia 

Ann 


75 

1867 

Nov 

7 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Ti1 den,Frederick 

c. 

81 

1868 

Jul 

26 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Ti1 den,Lydia 

C. 


88 

1869 

Apr 

11 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Ti1 den,Lydia 

c. 


10 

1869 

Apr 

2 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Ti1 den,Lydia 

c. 


8 

1869 

Apr 

26 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Ti1 den,Lydia 

c. 


12 

1869 

Apr 

6 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Ti1 den,Lydia 

c. 


9 

1869 

Jun 

16 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Ti1 den,Lydia 

c. 


30 

1869 

Jun 

2 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G • 

Ti1 den,Lydia 

c. 


24 

1869 

Jun 

20 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Ti1 den,Lydia 

c. 


33 

1869 

Jun 

3 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G • 

TiIden,Lydia 

c. 


25 

1869 

Jun 

4 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Ti1 den,Lydia 

c. 


26 

1869 

Jun 

4 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Ti1 den,Lydia 

c. 


27 

1869 

June 

' 7 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Ti1 den,Lydia 

c. 


28 

1869 

Mar 

31 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Ti1 den,Lydia 

c. 


7 

1869 

May 

22 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Ti1 den,Lydia 

c. 


15 

1869 

May 

24 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Ti1 den,Lydia 

c. 


17 

1869 

May 

30 

Ti 

1 den.George 

G * 

T 1 1 den,Lydia 

c. 


21 

1869 

May 

31 

Ti 

1 den,George 

G. 

Ti1 den,Lydia 

c. 


23 

1903 

Dec, 

19 

Ti 

1 den,George 

H. 

Mother Ti1 den 


V 

1867 

May 

31 

Ti 

1 den,Ju1ius 

C. 

Ti1 den,Fred C 



77 

1868 

Apr 

7 

Ti 

1 den,Ju1ius 

c. 

Ti1 den,George 

G. 


85 

1859 

Feb 

21 

Ti 

1 den,Ju1ius 

C. 

Ti1 den,George 

G. 


37 

1863 

June 

’ 9 

Ti 

1 den,Ju1ius 

c. 

TiIden,Frederick 

c. 

54 

1865 

Ju 1 y 

30 

Ti 

1 den,Ju1ius 

c. 

TiIden,Frederick 

c. 

70 

1867 

Sep 

13 

Ti 

1 den,Ju1ius 

c. 

Ti1 den,Frederick 

c. 

80 

1867/8 


Ti 

1 den,Ju1ius 

c. 

Ti1 den,Frederick 

c. 

82 

1884 

May 

22 

Ti 

1 den,Lucien 

White 

Ti1 den,George 

G • 


90 
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1902 Dec 19 
1947,Dec.14 
1840/1 


TlI den,George H. 
Ti1 den,Kate 
Warren.Martha 


Til den,Lydia (Cooper) iii 
Brown,Mary(TiIden) 219 
Emerson,Mary Ann lOO 
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Sur Name 


Given Name 
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Briggs, 
Briggs, 
Briggs, 
Briggs, 
Br 1 ggs, 
Brown, 
Bue11, 
Bue11 , 
Bue11 , 
Buel1 , 


Agricultural College of Iowa 

Angel,John 

Baptist Church 

Baptist Ladies 

Bigelow & Huntington 

Bigelow, D.A. 

Bige1ow,Huntington & Tilden 
Briggs, (Judge)E.D. 

Eliza M• 

Eliza(Hodgkins) 
Ephriam D. 

Jane 
M i nerva 
Farwe11 T. 

James 

Jane(Briggs) 

Sam 
Sam 
Burrow, Mrs. 

Chaffee, Agnes 
Chaffee, Byron 
Chaffee, Edna 
Chamberlain, Joel 
Churches of Ames 
Clark, Albert 
Colony, Josiah 
Congregational Society 
Cooper, Alanson L. 

Aunt Harriet 
Barna 
Hiram 
Ira 
Isaac 

Lois(Sanger) 

Mary(Emerson) 

May(Emerson) 

Phineas Sanger 

W.W. 

William M. 

Edward 


Cooper, 
Cooper, 
Cooper, 
Cooper, 
Cooper, 
Cooper, 
Cooper, 
Cooper, 
Cooper, 
Cooper, 
Cooper, 
Drake, 


El dredge, Capt. (J.E.) 
Emerson, Anna 
Emerson, Asa 
Emerson, David 
Emerson, Edna 


Page No. 
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167 

20 

23 

20 

25 

193 

34 

84 

32/40/41 

32/43/44/77 

41/42/79 

34/191 

193 

70 

35/41/79/80/149 
3,13.41-2-3/56 
149 

167 
161 
166 
82 
166 
4 

38/147 

80 

21 

116 

68 

77 

168 
129 

129/130 
127 

118/138 

112 

129/138/189 

125 

123 

87 

52/55/64/72 
138/189 
120 
111 
189 


















Emerson, 
Emerson, 
Emerson, 
Emerson, 
Emerson, 
Emerson, 
Emerson» 
Emerson, 
Emerson, 
Emerson, 
Emerson, 
Fassett, 
FIanders, 


Ellen Marie 
Enoch 
Eunice 
EzekieI 
Louisa 
Lyman 
Lyman,Jr. 

Olive Jane 
Phineas 
Sti1Iman 
Thomas 
Sarrah 

Dart & Amanda 
Freeman, Hiram 
GoodnowC ough), Omri 
Goodnow, Georgeie) 
Greeley, Richard 
Harvey, E.W, 

Haskins, (The Taylor) 
Haskins, Lois 
Haskins, Samuel 
Haskins,Pierce & Tilden 
Hazen, Per ley 
Hazon,(or Hazen) La(u)ra 
Hubbard, Isaac 
Huntington, Dr.Bill 
Huntington, Henry 
Hunton, Mason 
Hutchinson, Eleanor 
Kankakee,111. 

Lyman, EdCward) 

Lyman, Elias 
Lyman, George 
Manchester,la. 

Marsh, John 
May, Henry 
MeWain, Edwin J. 

Methodist Church of Ames 
Morris, El 1en(Emerson) 
Moshec, Frank 
Pierce, Caroline(Briggs) 
Chester 
Edward 

Julia & Ellen 
Uncle Chester 
El izabeth 
Gershorn 
Isaac 
John 
John Jr. 

Lydia 


Pierce, 
Pierce, 
Pierce, 
Pierce, 
Powers, 
Powers, 
Powers, 
Powers, 
Powers, 
Powers, 


103 

107 

114/189 

121 

189 

79/189 

102 

189 

111 

122 

126 

168 

99 

5 

16,17,29/70/189 

78 
99 

16,17 

38 

169 

191 

74/191 

84 

43 

120 

6/191 

25/191/2 

76 

193 

3 

50/69 

191 

8/191 

9 

79 

21,24 
54 
11 

105/107 

40 

35/37 

35/37/191 

37/39/41/86/149 

95 

75 

119 

119 

119 

119 

119 

119 









Powers, 

Lydid(Sanger) 

119 

Powers, 

Phineas 

119 

Powers, 

William 

118/119 

Richmond, Dr.Albert 

31/32 

Rogers, 

Emma 

168 

Rogers, 

J.B. 

18,19,22,27,30 

Rogers, 

Josiah 

75 

Shannon 

, Samuel 

120 

SIocum. 

Old Fort 

73 

Smith, : 

Sheila 

54 

Ti1 den ; 

Store 

74 

Ti1 den, 

Abbi e 

171 

Ti1 den, 

Abigai1 

80 

Ti1 den, 

Abigai1,Susan & Julia 

14,25,26,70 

Ti1 den, 

Caroline Louise 

93 

Ti1 den, 

Clark D. 

193 

Ti1 den, 

Eliza (Briggs) 

38 

Ti1 den, 

Fred 

10/43/48/71 

Ti1 den, 

Fred & Emma 

16/43 

Ti1 den, 

George G. 

37/189/71 

Ti1 den, 

J.F. 

89 

Ti1 den, 

Joseph 

34/191 

Ti1 den, 

Joseph Foster 

90 

Ti1 den, 

Julia 

38/55/147/168 

Ti1 den, 

Julius 

34/37/80/84 

Ti1 den, 

Julius Cl ark 

156 

Ti1 den, 

Lucien C. 

8,11 

Ti1 den, 

Lucien White 

92 

Ti1 den, 

Sarah 

93 

Ti1 den, 

Susan 

39/56/76 

Ti1 den, 

William 

40/41/45 

Tinkham 

, Mr. 

17,19 

Train hits Cow 

29 

Tupper, 

Mr. 

21 

Turner, 

CyrusC Esq.) 

26,27 

Wa1 cott 

f 

131 

Warren, 

Anna 

100 

Warren, 

Olive 

100 

Webber, 

Christopher 

27/28/89 

Webber, 

Lottie 

12 

Whittaker, A, 

170 

Willard 

, W.C. 

2/50 

Wing, (Fami1y) 

156 




















I n czl le 


1 


Ov^ t 




i n 




Sur-Name Given Name^ 

Adams, Bruce 
Adams, John F. 

Adams, MargaretCMacy)(9) 


Ash 1ey, 

Ellen 

Ash 1ey, 

Julia 

Briggs, 

Amittal(4) 

Briggs, 

Asa Barnard(6) 

Briggs, 

Benjamin< 2) 

Briggs, 

BenjaminC 6) 

Briggs, 

Caroline R.C7) 

Briggs, 

CephusC 4) 

Briggs, 

Clement C1) 

Briggs, 

David(1) 

Briggs. 

David(2) 

Briggs, 

Deborah<4) (Decease 

Briggs, 

DeborahC 4) 

Briggs, 

DesireC 4) 

Briggs, 

Ebenezer(2) 

Briggs, 

EliJah(4-5) 

Briggs, 

Eliphal(5) 

Briggs, 

Eliza M,(7) 

Briggs, 

Ephraim Dean(6-7) 

Briggs, 

Ephraim Dean,Jr.(7) 

Briggs, 

Ephraim D.(8) 

Briggs, 

EphraimC 5-6) 

Briggs, 

Eunice(4) 

Briggs, 

EzraC 4) 

Br 1 ggs, 

HannahC 3) 

Briggs, 

Hbpesti11(2) 

Briggs, 

Jane(7) 

Briggs, 

Joanna(6) 

Briggs, 

John(1) 

Briggs, 

John(2) 

Briggs, 

Jonathan(1-2) 

Briggs, 

Jonathan(2) 

Briggs, 

Jonathan(3-4) 

Briggs, 

Josephine(7) 

Briggs. 

Keturrah(3) 

Briggs, 

Keturrah(4) 

Briggs, 

Lois(4) 

Briggs, 

Mi nerva(7) 

Briggs, 

Nathanie1(2) 

Briggs, 

Remond(1) 

Briggs, 

Rhoda(6) 

Briggs, 

Seth(3) 


Page Numbe 

202 

202 

202 

217 

217 

215 

216 

214 
216 
217 

215 
214 
214 

214 

early) 215 

215 
215 

214 

215 
215 

217 

216/217 

218 
218 

215/216 

215 

215 

215 
214 

217 

216 
214 
214 
214 

214 

214/215 

218 

215 
215 

215 
217 
214 
214 

216 
214 










i 


i 


i 


i 


i 


i 


i 


i 


i 


i 


i 


i 


Briggs, 

Sy1ViaC 5) 

215 

Briggs, 

Thomas(1) 

214 

Briggs, 

ThomasC 2-3) 

214 

Briggs, 

TryphenehC 7) 

217 

Brown, 

Farwe11 Tilden(9) 

201 

Bue11, Della 

217 

Bue11 , Louise 

217 

Buel1, Harris C. 

217 

Buell, Harris C.,Jr. 

217 

Buel 1 , SJamuel K. 

217 

Bue11, Samue1 T. 

217 

Chase, Ernest W. 

212 

Chase, William 

212 

Clarke, 

A1bert 

218 

Colony, 

Josiah 

217 

Cooper, 

A1ansonC 5) 

207 

Cooper, 

AnnaC1) 

204 

Cooper, 

AnnaC 2) 

204 

Cooper, 

AsaphCS) 

207 

Cooper, 

BarnabusC 4-5) 

206 

Cooper, 

Barnabus CBarna)(5) 

207 

Cooper, 

ElizabethC 2) 

205 

Cooper, 

HannahC 2) 

204 

Cooper, 

Hulda(4) 

206 

Cooper, 

Ira(5) 

207 

Cooper, 

IsaacC 5) 

207 

Cooper, 

Joe 1(4) 

206 

Cooper, 

Johm(1) 

204 

Cooper, 

JohnC(3-4) 

205 

Cooper, 

John(1) 

204 

Cooper, 

John(1) 

204 

Cooper, 

John(2) 

205 

Cooper, 

John(4) 

206 

Cooper, 

Jonathan(2) 

205 

Cooper, 

Joseph(3) 

205 

Cooper, 

Lois Sanger(5) 

206 

Cooper, 

Lydia Ann(6) 

207 

Cooper, 

Lydia(2) 

204 

Cooper, 

Lydia(2) 

204 

Cooper, 

Mary(1) 

204 

Cooper, 

Mary(2) 

205 

Cooper, 

Mary(4) 

206 

Cooper, 

Mati1da(4) 

206 

Cooper, 

Nathanie1(1) 

204 

Cooper, 

Nathanie1(3) 

205 

Cooper, 

Phineas Sanger(5) 

207 

Cooper, 

Sammue1(1-2) 

204 

Cooper, 

Samue1(2-3) 

205 

Cooper, 

Samue1(3) 

205 

Cooper, 

Sarah(2) 

204 

Cooper, 

Sarah(3) 

205 



i 



















Cooper, 

Sarah(4) 

206 

Cooper, 

ShermanC 4) 

206 

Cooper, 

Si 1as(5) 

206 

Cooper, 

Susan W.(5) 

207 

Cooper, 

SusanC 5) 

207 

Cooper♦ 

Wa1 ter< 2) 

205 

Cooper, 

NathanielC 4) 

206 

Emerson, 

Abigai1(4) 

210 

Emerson, 

AchsaC 5) 

211 

Emerson, 

Anna(6) 

212 

Emerson, 

Asa(4) 

210 

Emerson, 

Asa(5) 

211 

Emerson, 

Danie1C 4) 

210 

Emerson, 

Danie1C1) 

209 

Emerson, 

David Warren(6) 

212 

Emerson, 

Ebenezer<1) 

209 

Emerson, 

Ebenezer(2) 

209 

Emerson, 

Edna Francella<6) 

212 

Emerson, 

Esther(4) 

210 

Emerson, 

Ellen Maria(6) 

212 

Emerson, 

ElzabethC 2) 

209 

Emerson, 

Enoch Dana(6) 

212 

Emerson, 

EriochC 4-5) 

210 

Emerson, 

Enoch(5) 

211 

Emerson, 

Eunice Elizabeth(6) 

212 

Emerson, 

Eunice(4) 

210 

Emerson, 

Eunice(5) 

211 

Emerson, 

Ezekie1(3) 

210 

Emerson, 

Ezekiel(5) 

211 

Emerson, 

Ezekie1(6) 

212 

Emerson, 

HannahC 3) 

210 

Emerson, 

JamesC1-2) 

208 

Emerson, 

JamesC 3) 

210 

Emerson, 

JohnC 3) 

209 

Emerson, 

JohnC 4) 

210 

Emerson, 

JosephC1) 

208 

Emerson, 

JosephC1) 

208 

Emerson, 

Joseph(2) 

209 

Emerson, 

LouisaC 6) 

212 

Emerson, 

Lucy Jane(6) 

212 

Emerson, 

LucyanC1) 

208 

Emerson, 

Luke(3) 

209 

Emerson, 

Lyman(6) 

211 

Emerson, 

Lyman,(5-6) 

211 

Emerson, 

Mary Ann<6) 

212 

Emerson, 

Mary Ann(7) 

213 

Emerson, 

Mary(3) 

209 

Emerson, 

MaryC 4) 

210 

Emerson, 

Nathanie1(2) 

209 

Emerson, 

Olive JaneC6) 

212 

Emerson. 

Peter(2) 

209 










Emerson 

Emerson 

Emerson 

Emerson 

Emerson 

Emerson 

Emerson 

Emesron 

Emerson 


PhoebeC 3) 

Sarah< 2) 

SarahC 3) 

Sti1lman< 5) 

ThomasC 3-4) 

EdwardC1) 

PhoebeC 4) 

JohnC 2-3) 

JamesC 2) 

Ralph Waldo 
Hake, Elizabeth 
Hake, LydiaCTi1 den)<9) 

Hake, Newton 

Leffler, JosephineCBrown)(9) 
Macy, Frederick (Ted) 0.(9) 
Lyman, George 
Lyman, Elias 


Emerson 


210 

209 

210 
211 
209 

209 

210 
209 
209 
153 
201 

201/209/219 

201 

201 

202 

217 

217 


McJimsey 

, George 

201 

MeJimsey 

, Robert 

201 

McJimsey 

, Harriet(9) 

201 

Pierce, 

Chester 

217 

Pierce, 

Edward 

217 

Pierce, 

Leslie Dean 

217 

Poole, Frederick Tilden(9) 

202 

Stevens, 

Mama A. 

202 

Ti1 den, 

JosephC 2) 

195 

Ti1 den 

JosephC 4) 

196 

TiIden 

Julius Clark(8) 

202 

Ti1 den, 

Abigail S.(7) 

199 

Ti1 den, 

Abigai1(2) 

195 

Ti1 den, 

Abigai1(5) 

197 

Ti1 den, 

Abigai1(6) 

198 

Ti1 den, 

Agnes T.(8) 

202 

Ti1 den, 

A1pha(6) 

198 

Ti1 den, 

AmassaC 4) 

196 

Ti1 den, 

ArmintaCMinta)Albrook(8) 

202 

Ti1 den, 

Asa(5) 

197 

Ti1 den, 

BenJ amin(4) 

196 

Ti1 den, 

Bue11 A1brookC 8) 

202 

Ti1 den, 

Caroline Louisa(6) 

198 

Ti1 den, 

Charles G.(8) 

202 

Ti1 den, 

Clark Duncan(9) 

200 

Ti1 den, 

Daniel Clark(6) 

198 

Ti1 den, 

Danie1(4) 

196 

Ti1 den, 

David(2) 

196 

Ti1 den, 

Ebenezer(2) 

196 

Ti1 den, 

ElizabethC 6) 

197 

Ti1 den, 

ElizabethCTracy)(6) 

198 

Ti1 den, 

Ephriam(2) 

196 

Ti1 den, 

Esther(5-6) 

197/8 

Ti1 den, 

Frances Marian(6) 

198 


S30 
























Ti1 den, 

Frederick Clark(7-8) 

Ti1 den, 

George GalenC7-8) 

Ti1 den, 

George HuntingtonC8) 

Ti1 den, 

George Watson(6) 

Ti1 den, 

HannahC 2) 

Ti1 den, 

HannahC 3) 

Ti1 den, 

HannahC 4) 

Ti1 den, 

Harvey B.<7) 

Ti1 den, 

IsaacC 2) 

Ti1 den, 

Joseph FosterC6) 

Ti1 den, 

JosephC1) 

Ti1 den, 

JoshuaC 4) 

Ti1 den, 

JoshuaC 5) 

Ti1 den, 

Josiah Tracy(6) 

Ti1 den, 

JosiahC 4) 

Ti1 den, 

JosiahC 5) 

Ti1 den, 

JudithCl) 

Ti1 den, 

Judithe 2) 

Ti1 den * 

Julia F.(7) 

Ti1 den, 

Ju1ius ClarkC6-7) 

Ti1 den, 

Julius ClarkC7) 

Ti1 den, 

Julius Galen<8) 

Ti1 den, 

Kate 

Ti1 den, 

Lucien White(6) 

Ti1 den, 

Lucian Cooper(8) 

Ti1 den, 

Lucy Maude8) 

Ti1 den, 

Lydia(1) 

Ti1 den, 

Mary Louise(8) 

Ti1 den, 

MaryC1) 

Ti1 den, 

Mary(2) 

Ti1 den, 

MaryC 3) 

Ti1 den, 

MaryC 4) 

Ti1 den, 

Mary(5) 

Ti1 den, 

Mear1(9) 

Ti1 den, 

MercyC 2) 

Ti1 den, 

MyraC 6) 

Ti1 den, 

Nathaniel(1) 

Ti1 den, 

NormaC 9) 

Ti1 den, 

Orrin Ensworth(6) 

Ti1 den, 

PeronaC 6) 

Ti1 den, 

Russell HerbertC9) 

Ti1 den, 

Ruth(2) 

Ti1 den, 

Sara Sussanah(6) 

Ti1 den, 

SarahC1) 

Ti1 den, 

Susan ElizaC7) 

Ti1 den, 

StephenC1-2) 

Ti1 den, 

StephenC 2-3) 

Ti1 den, 

StephenC 3-4) 

Ti1 den, 

StephenC 4-5) 

Ti1 den, 

Theoda 

Ti1 den, 

ThomasC1) (Deceased 


199/201 

199 

201 

198 

195 

196 
196 

199 
196 
198 

195 

196 

197 

198 

196 

197 
195 
195 

199 
198/9 
199 
201 

198 

198 

199 
201 
195 
201 
195 

195 

196 

196 

197 
202 
195 

198 
195 
202 
198 
198 
202 
195 

198 
195 

199 

195 

195/196 

196 

196/197 

197 

early) 195 









Til den^ ThomasC1) 195 

Tilden,. William Clark<8) 202 

Til den,. William T. (7) 199 

Tilden,. Winifred Richards<8) 201 

Tilden,. Winifred(l) 195 

Vaughan, Susan (Tilden) 201 

Parsons?, Jeanne 202 

Poole, Clarinda 202 

Poole, Frederick, Jr. 202 

Stevens, Mama (Adams) 202 

Werts, Louise (Buell) 217/8 

Note: 


(1) - Number in (6) following given name indicates 
generation group in outline. 


Note: Generally, the Genealogy Outline does not go beyond 

the seventh or eighth generations. Many later generation 
family members who will be interested in the content of 
these letters will easily find their place in the respective 
fami 1y records. 
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J^ocs, too 


ERR AT 


ADDE^aDL-JM 


All out three of the letters in this collection were written 
in the i800*s. In several instances, such as in letter 
No.15 on page 26. the year given ooviousiy shou1 a nave oeen 
1869 ana not the 1969 shown. This same error in aating 
occurs is a few other instances; please correct such aate(s) 
to the correct century. (Only three twentieth century 
letters were included, such as the the 1902 Prologue on page 
111. the Epilogue on page 219. ana the letter on page 94 
aatea in 1924.) 


At the Dottom of page 217 two lines appear to have oeen 
aroppea in the printing. No. VI. under EPHRAIM DEAN BRIGGS 
shou la reaa as follows: 




vl . Minerva m. George Lyman, of Hartfora. Vt.. son 
of Elias Lyman. Sett lea in Rochester.Vt. Minerva ana 
George Lyman s son. Elias, went west to EanKakee. 
Illinois after the Civil - (continues correctly at top 
of page 217) 


The following are 


exampies 


o f 


typing 


errors: 




‘i ; 


Page 12 - 2nd line in 2nd paragraph - 't' left out of 
father. 

Page 13 - in 3rd line of 3rd paragraph the letter ''i ' 

was ommitted from the word like . 

Page 15 - Letter NO.8 - the second line - the word is 
express . 

Page 55 - 3rd line in bottom paragraph the word ''ana*' 
should be between the letters B ana L . 

Page 68 - Letter No. 20 - was written to LYAIA ANN 

COOPER. This letter is correctly indexed on page 222. 
Page 71 - the letter ''i *' is ommittea from the word f i rst 
in 4th line from bottom. 

Page 147 - in Note # 10 the word was victory . 

Page 209 - 2nd line from top - there were no w* s in the 

name Rebecca. 
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